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A

Spiritual Journey
, OF

A YoungMan,. towardsthe Land:
of Peace, tolive thereinEffcntially i
God, who met in his Journey wich
three forts of Difputes,

Withfome Proverbsor Sentences ,,
whichthe Old-Age fpake to-
the Young Man,

Alfo aSpiritual Dialogue; whereuns-
tois Annexed 2 Round or Chorus-Dance;
whercunto the Vain Heathenith- Lufts . with theisr
wicked confufed loofe Minds and Thoughts (as~
wellin Confufionas inafheivof Holine:
Affeablc from alt Corners of the
Earth, and Dancing hand in
hand, skipand jump
to Hill,

2 ranflated ons of Dutch,-
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Bferve the Time, and learn Wifedom, for
y the Dotrine and Sentences of 0ld- Age
is the Yowsh ( fortoattain 1o 0Id- Age)
taught 18 the Kingdom of God and his
Chrif, Prov. 1. Tob. 4.

2y Sen attend wnto my Words, incline thine Ear
tawy Sayings , et them Rof depars from thine Eyes
keep them in themidft of thy Heart 5 for they are lifeto
thefs that find them, and bealsh 10the whole body, Keep
shy Heart wish all diligence, for out of it are she iffues of
life,  Bup avayfromthee afroward mowsh, and loi the
Jandsrous tengue be far fromthee. Prov, 4.

Trasn up a Child in the way thas be fhould go,and when
beisold {: fhall nar depart from is, Prov, 22,

A pariens man is bester shew be that is Srong s and e
shat is Master of bis mrind, is bester thew hebat winneth
Cities, Prov, 16. . ©

1befeech you breshren by the nama of our Lord Fefus
Chrift, shat ye be all of ons mind, and les theve be ne di-
wifiens among you but be perfect in one mind, and one
manner of judgment, and ihat in Chrift, and be ye wes
wife in your felves : for it is written,] will deftroy the
wiledom of the Wile, and then enguire, Whereis the
Wife 7 where is the Letier learmed ¢ where is the Di-
Jpster of this World ? Hash nos God made foolifb the
wifedam of shis World ? Becasfs thas shey, by their wife-
dom, learnednos 10 know God, 1 Cot. 1. 10,
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. o the Readcr.

R — ”
Oving Reader, Remember \&r you def
not judge thefe futiowing Difputations
and Sentences; and chat which hereafter
followeth without thee , or aparttrom
thee (-after an Hiftorical or Perfonal
manner) or thag’you'neith;r draw nor apply itto any
particular People or Religion 5 for they ncither tend
that way, tior tetve for that.purpofe: But they point
the Reader only to thefeveral inward Workings,
which War againft onc another inthe heart of man:
The which arc thedivine Nature, andthe earthly
Self-intereft o propriety of the ficth, cach of which-
Iabors to draw the Sovl of the Human'ty to it felf,

2. Therefore the -Humanity hath great caufe to
call and pray to God for wifedom and under@tanding
that fhe might obtaintrom God :!,d‘l(}m{t.on[nr dit-
cerning ] between the heavenly Spiric aad the carth-
ly Spirit, ta the end fhe might make her adherence to
the heavenly Spirit: For to whom the humanity ad-
hereth, the lame gets the predominancy or upper
hand in ker heart ; and when the huminnty isaware
ofir, fhe mult not then lock uponher lufts or defives
of the carthly being, cither for to fhun or adhere to
the fame defires;but the mué} l«gok‘“pon v_vh:t ;s P(l‘,‘]:;

: ich will continue in Go |
orgodly, ‘and upon thatw dod !

-y po—
Early English Books Online, Copyright ©.2019, ProQuest LLC
Images reproduced by courtesy of Bodleian Library

Lothe Reader. 4
and adhere or cleave to that, and contend forit, and
by this the thall maniteft that the hach chofen the beft
for'the moit amiable and mog worshy of love. . ~

3. Andhereuntowe exbortthe Readerto havea
fpecial care, wherehe iuffershis foul rofix. .

<41t the. belt be not the maft Jovely, thenis he
deceived inadhering to it and that deceit will come
unto him trom the propriety of the ficth : Which
propriety or (elf-intere(t fcems tathe earthty mind of
&he flth; chatthere is nothmg better thed the elfaefs
of the fleth, or the carnal intereft which is. quite
contrary totruth, - For there is nothing that fepa-
ratesthe man further from ‘God,: then the propricty
orfeifacsofthe flefhs and notonly trom God,, bue
italfo feparates all-earthly men trom one another
becaufe every one would have the propriety” to him-
felt * From whence alfo thefe following Difputations
saketheir Original ; and chey are inthe prefence or
pexlon ofthe Youth, whois thereby inftrued for to
auain o the Old:age, by travelling from one place
or condition to annther, . T -

5 And the humanity or man-hood,by travelling
through fates or conditions, thall fiad this Yourh
inherielf, when fhe reccives the ditaipline in Chnift.
. 6.This Youth ar Child-hood js the young Know-
Jedg ot Chrift, and the Ditpurarts aje the feveral
Nacures and Spirits in the humanity, as well heaven-
ly ascarthly ; and the places which the Child-hood
mutt cravel thr iugh, thofe are the feveral workings,
shsch, (shrough the feveral. Spisics and Nagures) in
E o : the




3 TotheReader.

the humanity have th;te x‘crvicc and work, contrary
%0 onc another in the Soul )

7. Whereforc the Reader mufk let pafs thofe Hi-
ftorical perfons, whichare without him, and take
notice of the inward perfons or qualicies, whieh ate
inhis heart s Forall Hiftorical figuresand perfons,
dire or point thereuntos and withthem is thei 'ﬁ-
gurely ferviceended : Butthe inward {pirit or being
muft rin power) accomplifh the typical ferviceEvea
as a Tree (above ground)mufk receive its virte from
the root which is under ground. -

8. And if the typical fervices and figures are not
fulfilled in the Soul by the inward power of the Be-
ing, then are they not any fervices of God, but ﬂ;ty
are heathenifh i i and vain tions for
the wicked, becaufe xhcg have notany Effentialpow-

in the Being of God.

ﬂ,y.“’l‘h::ctm;ge we exhortthe Reader thathe un-
dertake not any Jouracy by Night, with 2 Lanthorn
in which there is no light nor Candle ; nor. hazard
himfelf ina Combate, with 2 Scabbard without 2
Swordy nor, when he is thirfty, content himfelf
with a Veffel wherein isno Winc; nor whenhe is
hungry, witha Cup-board or Bina without Bread.

10, Oh | This is an empty comfort for them-that
arcignorant. o

“1%. ‘Wherefore let every Soul whichisin diftrefs

take heed that bie be notcomeorted withaoy furtle 1m—
vention, where the Spirit or Being of Godisexclu-

- rul wers aswealfo
. ded, orhath notany over-ruling pewers g
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Tothe Reader. 9
have,admonithed every one In pur Ackerfchat or
Treafure Book: For verilyic isall vanity and de-
ceit, whatever the knowiedg (without the efential
fpirit of God) bringeth forth: Therefore we may
well 2y, Itis all nothing that is not Gody
+ 12, Forafmbich thenas God is' Allin All; what
would or can we undertake, that might content us,
without his Spirit or Being 2. Oh !, nothing at all :
Forwedrenotapt (as St Pawl (aith) to think any
good, as outof otir felves, by reafon.of which we
havegood caufe, thatwe thould alwaics efteem and
love wich our heart the divine virtue, and fubmit our
felves alwaies to the virtue,as well divine as humane,
and conftrue every thing atbeft, then will not that
avitked iniquity be able to make any dwelling place
inthehearr, - .

13. Andthe Youth thall travel forward till unto
the Old agednefs s yet neverthele(s, the way will
prove very narrow to hi v in fome places, efpecially
when he comes n‘eiﬂgbc Gity. (whereof the Prophet
Efdras fpeaksywhich liethin aValley orlow Ground
Lorin the humility or.abafement]) where the ‘way is
but a footbroad, and onthe one fide is water, and
onthe other fideis fire, “Efdr. 4. 6,7,
-...1quCiThatis, if the Yousg Birth tollow not the
Agednefs of:Being, burtwrn it felf from the way of
felF- deaial; then ir.muft periflscitherinthe Water or
in the Fire, -
15 ‘The Water, thatisthe vain inconftancy or -
ulightsmindedne(s-of the earthly World, wherein
i B the’




10 TorbeReader. i
the vt tworld petithed. And the Firgisthe envious
crr;clty, whiclg i greedy of revenge ( for her pro-

viety or felf-intreft ) to kitl and deftroy whate\!ex‘- is
hotlike unto her cIf 5 andinthis Fire fhall this lat
W;) éld '?‘eb‘:?:forc Letthe Child-hood (in the travel)
have a great care,, that he fall o perith notintheins
conftancy, norin theenvious cruclty (for éhcfe;m
damnable places forthe Child-hood ) and let 1{1:1
alfo have a fpecial regard ro the Dodtine of theO
Age, that he may pafs thtough between the Water
and the Fire, without fallingintocither.

17. Andif heintendsto go forththe dnrc‘:& way':i
then he muft always take the Self-denial by thc han
fot 2 Guide, or effe he muft fall cither into the Wa-
ter, orintothe Fire, To this end fet him pray ‘lg.
the Effential God for hisls‘?;rm ;ha: the fame woul d

i him intoall Truth, .~
dlr:?,orAlrfsdthil;n Spirit is the Foundation whereon
the Soul may ( in fredfaftnefs) place her comfort
andlife: Tothis purpofe this uteful Doannchxs a
dire@ion for the So‘ué, th:}t‘t ﬂ;e‘ Enay know to whom

icld and fubmic herfelt.

&CIT Y_ly;fmfo“ Jet the Child- hoqd be careful and
diligent to obfervethe ufefull or fceviceable Dodtrine
whichdoth point ot direé Her(after a Wotle;‘g xgax;l-
perytothis Effential Spirit: By means of whicht ;
Child-hood may find thefe feveral Difputations alllg d
Speeches,with what more hereafter fulldyvt!hv;or

ingly inher &l . dlfo shgtl fhemay beidelivered rg:::
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Tothe Reader, 1
the Hiftorical figures, 1o look upon them anly far
xsh: refent time, - 20d o yindérftand them in the

oul, .
20. The Lerd be plealed to preferveall Young
Souls, that arccoming on, with his Old.aged wife-
dom, that they way grow up above their: Child-
hood, into the Old Age, fothe praifeof God and
their Salvation, . :

21, For whena Child ishorn, there belongs ma-
nythings untoit before it hecomes 2 Man: Firfkie
muft fuck the mothers pugafts, and afecogard lio
weaned from it, and in time learn to feed on ftronger
meats, and then to learn manly wifedom and the
fear of God, .

22. Ifwe can obferve and take notice of this ina
natural Child, then may we abo perceive itin the
Spiric, inthe Divinechildifh Birth; namely in eve-
1y one that firives and labors after the Divine Birth,

23, For albeit thatthe man hath a childith love
and delight to the Divine Nature, yethe may very
well percefvein hum(elf how weak and render it is yet
in hisbeing 5 infomuchas he prefently falls from his
childith Birth, and inftantly forfakes his filial Love
whichit had to God 5 and falls either to_hafty rath
anger, orto covetoulnefs in the carthly Being.

s 24, Thercforeis it requifite for him thatisa loyer
of Gad, to have regard to the weak childifh Birth in
him, and order or rule it according to its weak con-
dition in the Self-denial, and in humility to take heed
totheteaching in the-Being of God, as well ePyay-
: B2 N ers

h




12 .To the Reader.

ers and Supplications o God ,- asin dying from
Wrathfulne(s, in dying from Covetolinefs , antl
further, in dying from Pride, and trom other un-
cleanand wicked Lufts, o
25, In theleand more other thin%1 , the young
Child hood muft be preferved from the cvil, other-
wife it will perithunderit. . . N
26. The Lord grant unto us his Old- Aged Wifes
dom, that we thereby may (with G~d's affiftance)
nourifh upthe Young Birthin Chrift, till unto the
Old- Age of Chrift, 4men, ~ :

;-
~ Preface.
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" Preface.

Orafmush as we bave now in this laft part of

Time (through the light of Chrift) fonnd in

our Jelves, that the K ingdon: of God (like

as the Lord Christ teftifieihy is (without the

Birth of Chriffy hiddenin the bumanity ; and

shat she [ame humanity ( as the Philofopher faish ) is the

Microcofm or listle World) andthat it is ail effentially

comprehended in her , whatfoever the holy Spirit hath

[[olma volier in Similitndes and Parables, Theréfore

ave we feen and felt in our felver, what a divided work

and difagreement is conained in the fame bumanity

(whilft it is unillwminated) by reafon of the many feveral
Spirits which areinber. >

3. Which Spiriss are of feveral natures an®eonditi=
ons, byreafon of which they are always fbriving and con-
tmdbl_i one againft another: For the one is of heaven,
and is heavenly mindedy and the other is of the Earth
and is earthly minded,

3+ And this Difpute and consention is made by many
feveral Spivits, which have their work in the wutllimi-
nased bumanity, andis done in feveral ways in the Jame
bumanity,

4 A1 firfit i made besween she 01d- Age and the
Child hood, which yet at lafp agree ome wish another in
she Uniformity, orin one andihe [ame Being of Lifes

. B3 The




14 Preface.
The fecond is made beswcenhe Wifedome of the Flefb,
and the Simplicity of Chrift, which cannos ‘}sm roge-

ther: Thethird is made bessween she Luftor defire ;f this
0 5an-

Wortd, and the Delight or dtfireso God, which 4
not agree.

5. andall this is donein the bnmm};, inthe
Jenceor pzrfm of & Toung wan or Child and itis
young Birthof Chrift inthe humanity, which muft en-
‘dure many things beforeis cometosthe 0ld- Age, or mas-
limefs of Chrift,

6. Thefe [everal Difputes doe arife by a great Cog-
troverfy besween the carthly Being , and she beavenly
Being; which inthe time of the Difpu‘c, cannot agreey
but they muf} by deash feparate Shemjeles froms onc ano-

ther,

7. Andbythefe Difputes the Child: heod is taught o
astaintoa Godly Life: Foyaman 15 taught by contra-
riery o8 po/ition, and nvtéf{d own by felf-will, .

8. A?:r thefe Jeveral Difputes or Comroverjies
there follow Jome inftrudlive Semtences for th:_chiln{’-‘
hood, which direct him 10 the 0ld-Age, if thereunts
he fubmits’ Gimfelf 5 for by the Semences of ‘the Aged,
are the Young Men infiruited,

9. But before we begin onr Difputations, > de
edmonify the Reader, that be fhauld not inserpres or
waderstand this fame (a5 alfo what more follows ')
10 any Religian or Ceremonies wherewith. the Crea-
fures are concerned 1 For they abfolwsely insend ‘ot
any owtward Relegions or Ceremonics 5 but ey in-
tend the imward operation of the feveral pr’r;u;

. swhic

13
13
¥

aly English Books Online, C i :
, Copyright © 2019 P
Images reproduced by courtesy of Bodleian Librra:)r())(ueSt Le

. Preface. 15
ich have their feveral works in the bearts of Mens
for eachof themwould havethe Soul or Lifi :o/rt j:'l;"
I'.ook welltoit,  Thisisthe Ground of this Dljym:
tiom,

™
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The Firft Difputation,

Between the Old-Age and the Child.
hood, in which the Travelling
i " Youth entred into.

Being aYouth had my habiration between that
which is Heavenly,and that which is Earthly,
and then berween the Old-age and the Child-
hood , where I oftentimes faw oppofition
and perceived it in my Child-hoodsand when

through'the Old- age)was aware of ir,then thought
1, itisbeft formeto travel from hence, and feek
the place or Country wher¢ only the Old-age dwells
and rules in the heavenly Being, and there [ thali:
find no oppofition, Now when I determined with
my fe!f to perform the fame effeQually, and under-
took the Journey, then Itravelled through many fe-
veral places,where I met with divers forts of Temp-
tations, {rom feveral Spirits, And when I entred
i totheborders of the Land, where the Old- age and
Crild-hood begin topart, Ithere hearda wonder-
ful Difputc in the difference of their conditions s
an

The firft Difputation, 7

aid thé Ground or. Originalof the Difpute arofe
from hence, becaule the Child-hood would be wifer
then the Old-age, and would govern, compel and
teach the Old-age, that itfhould cometo School ta
her,

2. Tothis the Old-age anfivered, and f2id, *Tis
not the cutome i our Country, that the Old-age
fhould be ruled, inftruéted,or compelled by Youths

- burthatthe Child-hood or Youth, fhould beinftru-

¢ted and ruled by the Old-age: And for that pur-
poleexhorted the Child-hoad out of its Old experi-
ence, That the Young-age (for her Salvation and
Welfare)honld not put any confidence in her Youth
or Child-hood,bur thould grow-up out of the Child-
hood(by the councel of the Aged)to the perfed Age
ot Chrift (which is the perfeét Salvation)ind thould
bring torth ier Dotrine through the Spirit of Chrift
to the praife of Gad, and toher own Glvation.

3. With this the Child-hood was nctwell pleaf-
£d; but conceived that fhe was Old enovgh, and
knew her Salvition was from Chritt, as well asthe
‘Old-age, nay better (as fhe fuppofed) and faid, the
Old-Age knew nothing butof old matters, which
were paft and gone, and notnow to be regarded:
For the Old-age had no commeree with Youth, and
was ignorant of the prefent Time. And befides [
have the Ward of Gad, and the holy Scripure as.
wellasthe Old Age, and we muft all be ruled by

“tha,

4. Now when the Old age heard this,the(lament-
’ : C - ing

——
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18 The firft Difpusation.
ing in her {clf ) kept filence fora feafon, and let the
Youth enjoy its time of ignorance, that fhe might
take notice of her Y oungnefs by adverfity, and afrer-
ward fpake to the fame Chila-hood, and (aid, It is
true, thou art now in thy young ignorant time of thy
unexperienced arthly condition, which I am paffed
through with forrow, anguith 2nd miferyy therer
~ fore thou (in thy childith apprehenfion) ‘canft not
know nor perceive any other bur ignorant Child-
hood, whichgoverneth thee ; neither canit thou al
fo perceive the Spiric or Being of God (whereof the
holy Scripture fpeaks) in her Old-agednefs, inthy
earthly Soul: For neither the heavenly Deity nor
her holy Spirit, dwell ( with their Iuftre) inan earth-
1y Soul. . ’

Child-hood.

5. When we read the holy Scripture, and make
from thence Chriftian Semyces a:fd Ceremonics 5
and maintain the fame according to the command of
the Scriptures ; fhall not theholy Spirit be there or
rule there ? that (hould be very ftrange to my think-
ing: And if we fhould expe@ anything elle in this
n}:ne g whilft the creature liveth) what novelty would
that bez

old-Aze.

6. Oyea, there muft needs be a far greates power
of

1

E

The firtt Difpuration. 19
of God in the Sou, if the carthly Spirits were driven
outofthe hearr, True, the Scripture isread by all
feveral Opinions and Religions; and cvery one fa-
fhioncth out his Services and Ceremonies [ by his
fancy or skill ] according as he s affected, and yet
for all thar, is not faved by the boly Spirit of Chrift «
But he that {o readeth the holy Scripture inthe Spi-
rit of Chrift, as thathe leaveth off his wicked Being,
and that the Chrift of God is begotten in him,
through the holy Spirit, he readeth it rightly accord-
ingtothe Being of Chrift, and the mind or will of
God: And whofoever readeth it not after fuch 2
manner, he recciveth in hisunderftanding or com=
prehenflon nothing by his reading, butan earthly
Figure or Image, and remaineth notwithftanding in
his fips, fike asall the Letcer-learned in former- time
continued,

Child-bosd.

7 Me thinks thou makeft no account of the holy
Scripture (which verily is the Word of God)becaufe
thou fayft, that Iby my reading neither underftand
nor comprehend out of the Scripture any more then
an earthly Figure or Tmage s whercas I underftand
from thence, Chrift who died, and is rifen again for
me,

Ca - . el
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T be firft Difputation.
old-dge. :

8. This Chrift which thou conceiveft in the ima-
gination, out of the Scripture - apart from thy Seyl)
and hath no Form nor Birth inthy humane Bein
and Nature, thatis, thy own carthly Figure, whic
thou vainly receiveltin the earthly Fancy (without
the Being ot God)and thinkeft that thou receiveft the
Chriftof God; and in thy Youngnefs thou canft
neither obferve nor difcern, that itis avain repre-
fentation without the Chrift ¢f God and his holy Be-

ing,and the realon thereof is this, Becaufe thou look-

aft not upon the-Chriftian fruits inthe Godly Life,
yea thou knowett them not; for the Effential Chrift
of God maketh himlelf known by his Works, be-
canfe he redeemeth and faveth the inward Soul from
the nature 2nd burden of fin: And that Image which
thou recciveft in the Fancy, that fuffers the Soul to
continue in heér wicked Being, and leadeth her far-
dier fromthe-divine Nature then heretofore fie was,
ere the framed her conceited fhapeor fignreout of
the Scripture.

Child-hood..

9, Why doyou talkthus 2 We muft ail have.the
Scriptures for a guid and a rule, otherwife we thould
ot know how to live ; and we muft alfo try or prove
cvery Spirit by the holy Scripture, €lfe how could

. we

Early English Books Online, Copyright © 2019 ProQuest LLC
Images reproduced by courtesy of Bodleian Library

The firft Difputation. 21

we know what we fhould do,or what we fhould leave
undonc ¢ And for that end were che holy Scriptures
Iefruato us,

old- Age.

- 10, The Scripture is very good inits degree,when
itis guided and adminiftred by the Spiritof God,but
we may not fetitinthe place of God,and eitzem it for
aGod, asif it werealiving Spirit, which had been
for ever, and fhould for ever continne, or asific had
any righteoufne(s asout of itfelf: O no, butitwas
made by the Spirit of God to thisend, Forto in-
frud the man in his figurely underftanding or com-
prehention, foracertaintime, tillthatthe Spiritof
Chrift be begotten or bornia the humanity. Forin
the time of 4orabam there was noScripture or written
Letter, yet he knew better how to lead his life before
God,then thofe now do that ufe& read the Scripture
without the Spiric of Chrift: And on the contrary,all
thofe that food under Mofes, and were his Difciples,
they didnothing but read the Letrer or Scriptures,
and yetthofe were they that Crucified the Chrift of
God:What availed all their reading of the Seripture,, .
without the Spirit of God ? :

Child-hoed:.
11, Ttis not only to read the Letter or Seripturc,

Buric is that we bring forth out of the Scripture, Ser+
o vices;,




i

22 The firft Difpusation.

vices; and Ceremonies, and other Documents,
whereby the Church of God may beedified-and fup-
ported, and give warning of thofe that might feduce
hers for God hath alfo commanded itinthe Scrip-
tures,and enjoyned his people to itstherefore may we

. notbe led away from it as Iong as we live,

old-Age.

12, Thoubringeft forth thy Sentenceor Judg-
ment jult according to thy name ( Tourg-Under-
franding,) How canft thou be taught ot of the, Writ-
ten Letter, when thou wilt not fuffer the teaching of
the holy Spirit (which hath brought forth the Scrip-
ture) have its foregoing ( toexplain the Scriptures)
and fhuttelt out the fame Spirit or Being, and re-
gardeft it not ¢ Or doceft thou think that the Written
Letter, fhall beget or bring forth the holy Spiritz O
no, thou art much deceived herein: The holy Spi-
sit"hath always begotten and brought forth - the
Scripture; For the holy Spitit bath been always,
and fhall for ever continue; and itis: Heavenly and
Eternal - Andthe Written Letter bath beenbut a
time, 20d muft perith and ceafe, becaufeitisof the
Earth: Therefore the Written Letter neither . may
nor can beget the holy Spiritinthe humanity s but
theholy Spirit muft:beget theChrift of God in the
humanity 5 and then isthe Scriprure begotten and
brought forth outof the holy Spirit ( through the
Cheifk o God Y before the littl ones of Underitand-

ing,

[

T be firt Difputation. 23
ing, forahelp for the young humanity, folong as jt
is miniftred and declared throughthe holy Spirit :
And if the Scripture be not guided by the holy Spi.
tit, then we cannot adminifter from thence any Ser-
vices of God,nor Chriftian Csremonies unto Salva«
tion.

Child-hood,

13, Thou fpeakeft very bighand ftrangely 5 me.
thinks thou doft not fpeak according to the Scrip-
ture [or befides the Letter] which verily may not
bes forevery one muft feck for his inftru&ion forth
of the Scripture;, for to inftru& and keep together
the Congregation of God, andto forewarn them of
all feducings,  How could we otherwife know what
were good, or what were evil , or whowere the
people of God, if we had not, or pake not the Scrip-
ture# But by the Scripture, and by the Services and
Ceremonies, it may immediately be known ( if we
buthear oncfpeak ) whether he be of the Gofpel
and whether he bea Brother in the Religion and Ce-
remonie, or no by means of which one may ask and
{peak freely,as to make known his grievances, in cafe
one be in want 5 or if one be perfecuted for Religion,

they may from thence be comforted, This diftin-
&ion may be always had from the Scripture, fo as -
the one may certainly know the othes,

0ld::
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old-Age.

14. Ol thou buildeft herethy Churchand Con-
gregation upon an unfure TFoundation, wherewith
thou art much deceived and blinded = For the Devil
cen as well fpeak Scripture, and teach and ufe ‘Ce-
remonics (like asthe Apoltle Fames teftifies?) asthe
peopleof God; asitis appasent, when he carried
Chinft (to tempt him ) tpon the Pinacle of the Tem-
ple, and fuid, If thou be the Sonof Gody thon caft thy
Jelf down from hence: For it is wrisien, Ged [hall fend
his Angels to preferve thee: The which alfois clear
Scripture, And thusall men ( intheir feveral opini-
ons) read the Scripture, accc:]rd}:\g to'the Lﬁt(erd(as
thote alfo which Crucified Chrift, weie well read in
the Scripture, according te the %, if that
could have helped them ) yet neverchelefs they swere
more contentious, in di(puting, railing and reproach-
ing, then many which read not the Scripture accord-
ing to the Letter ; but they were (3s Paul faid ) raught
by the Law of Nature : Therefore may we not look
only upon the reading of the Scripture, nor uponthe
Written Services and Ceremoniess but upon the
Spirit of the Lord, which can convert the heart, and
beget a renewed godly life, within the inncrmoft of
the Soul, Ulpon this fame we muft wait carnefily
and dil gently day and nighe: For the fame is the
Lord-over the Scripture, and over all Ceremonies
and Services. Therefore let the manrefigne ovesr hlsl

. ou
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Soul to the fame Spirit, and rel - !
Souliotte fame Spirir, and rely uponts, forlaking

child-hood.

15. Thontalkeft much of the Spirit of the Lord
and of the new Birth; but verily that cannotbe fo
Tong as we arcinthis life; but hereafter when we are
dead, then fuch 2 thing may be; but that it fhould
benow {poken of,. whilft we arein the cyeatural life,
that is plain Herefie. Iwould very gladly fecaman
thar were fo- renewed, that the Spiritof God lived
inhim, like as thou {peakeft: for me thinks (ucha
one could not belike to another man, if it were pof-
fible that it might be ( which I cannor yer believe)
becaufe I cannot fec itamong men, and the Scrip-
tures alfo teftifie that it hall come to pafs hereafter.

old-Age.

16, Thou talkeft very well according -to thine
own fenfe, inthy young earthly apprehenfion and
underftanding ; and itis impoffible (inthe ftate of
Childhood ) that it can come to pafs in thee,” But if

gitwere fo, thatthou (throughthe Agednefs yhadft
‘the Beliet in God,and that through the love to God’s

Righteoufnels in the Spiric , thou hadft for-
faken or abandoned thy earthly minde, and thine
own Righteoufnefs in the Flefh, then in God it
may well be brought to pafs, when the Soul is
g D prepared
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prepared thereunto: For he is the fame God flill as
he was in {ormer times, who gaveto his Apoftles all
alike the Holy Ghoft, upon the fiftieth day, and
falfilled to them bis Promifes, which he had promi-
fed by the Prophet Foels and the fame holy Spiric
led them into all Truth, asthe Chriftof God had
foretold - And whatfoever they in their Youngaefs
(according to the Miftery or Typeot Chrift) had
underftood after the Flefh, that was declared or ex~
plainedto them ( by the Eoly Spirit ) inthe heavenly
Being: And upon this Ground or Foundation,thou
muftalfo follow after Chrift and his Apoftles, and
pray unto God alfoin the fame Faith(that they had )
that thou maift be made worthy te receive his holy
Spirit,like asthey have received the fame: And when
thou art thus Spiritual, then thale thou be able 0
kaow or difcern 3 Spiritual man,

Child-hood,

7. It feems as if thou hadft a thought that
I have not the holy Spitit; andif I had notthe ho-
ly Spirit, how could T thus underftand and expound
the Scripture, and remember the Chapters, and thew
to every one, where that which I (peak fand:
Wiittens which without theholy Spirit could a
bedone: And he that hath the greateft giftto re-
member the Scriptgre, to fpeak i, and to expound it,
be hath alfo received the greareft gift of the holy
Spirit, fortobring forth from thencea Dm‘.}rxin[ct or
. nftru-
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Inftruction: And for that purpofe every one doth
ftudy to become wife and underftanding in the
Scripture; and if men had notthe Spiritof God
that they could f{peak the Scripture, by whar means
could they become taught or inftruéted 2 And for-
afmuch as thou faift, tharthe Divel alfo can quote
or fpeak the Scripture, that hapned in thattime be-
tore Chrift died; then had the Divel yet power,
which is now taken away from him by Chrift's death
which he hath {uffered for our fins; and when he was
afcended into Heaven, he fent his holy Spirit unto us;
what could he poffibly do more for us # :

old-4ge.

18, 1 underftand thy meaning : Thou (haft by
reading the Scripture ) taken a high Spirit into thy
Young uaderftanding , which thou (by thine own
teftimonic) thinkeft 10 prove by the expofition of the
Scriptures: But good Child, it were better for thee
before God, and for thy falvation, if thou wouldft
level the fame tothe humble Spirit of Chrift (to the
knowledge of thy [c1f ) that thou mighte(t receive the
fame into thySoul,then thou mighteft (out of the hu-
mility) become exalted or raifed of God. But now

‘fmu muft (at his time)be calt down from thy haugh-
gl

nefs 5 for this haughtine(s which thou in thy Child-
hood rakeft or lookeft upon for the Spirit of God,
that fame s thy young unexperienced earthly know-
ledge, which thou (for thine own-fhip ox propricty
D2 w©
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- tothy felf ) haft-learncd ou of the carthly Beings
and thiacthou Worihipeft for thy God, but itis mot
come from the Duvine Heavens be pleafed to take
this freely to heart. Andifthou wilt receive the ho-
1y Spirit from Heaven, then thou ma& wholly for-
{akeand deay the carchly fubril knowledg 5 foritis
the chict Dev.l, which extinguifheth and oppofeth
the holy Chriftian Spirit inthe humanity, dodit is
before the Child-hood 2 Dev.latNoon diy, which
fends forth from it (elf a holy fhine of Light, and
there with takes Ciptive the fimple Soul, that the
verily believes it is the Spirit of God, And thisfor
the moft part comes from hence, becaufe the earthly
skill knoweth how to bring forth and make 2 Narra-
tion of the Scripture, and its Ceremonial Sexvices ,
fo cunningly and fo fubtilly (before the fimple Soul)
that fhe thinks i¢ fo be the Spirit of God ; and yet for
all this, lets the Soul continue inher fins: But the
holy Spiritof Chrift quencheth and puts out the fin,
and delivers the Soul from the wicked natare of the
Devil, 2nd maketh of the earthly humane_beatt, 2
holy Temple and habitation of God. Confider free-

Jy upon this.
Child-hood.

19. Thou fpeakeft fo much to me of the holy Syi‘-"‘f

fit, that 1 fhall begin fomwhatto doubt that I donot
as yetknow him 3 butnot that 1am willing to deny

my belicf,yet in fome things 1 may bethink my f;})ﬁr; .
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forafmuch as I obferve that the Old-A
me, and hath been upon the work bcioxg:lwwa:sbtfgg;c
ﬁy né:ans whereof I'hear many things which never
eard.

old- Age.

20. Yea, ifthou beginnelt to come hit
thou fhalt enter intothy right way; for izhah:vcc:
thee to be doubtful and to make enqiries, by means
of which thou maift-atrain to the Old- Agc’ 5 and thou
muft pals through this (under the obedience of the
Old- Ageybefore ever thou cantt attzin o the under-
Randing of the Old-Age: Foritisnot poffible thae
the Child-hood fhould know or beableto compre-
hend or underftand whatthe Old-Age (inits c:}c) -
rience) hath paffed through ; as in heavinefs or g?ief
of heart, in trouble and difficulties: Therefore the
Chila-hood fhould confider thatthe Old- Age is her
Guid, and that fhe ought not to ftand upon her own

ftrength, butfhe ought (asit is written ) to enquire

after the counfel or advice of the Aged.
Jow after the fame, then fhe may gnoz’ g:j:gcifﬁelé
through her Childithnefs. :

Childshood,

21, Forafmuch as I begin to underftand that i
l;:lqngs to me to'enquire or ask Queftions, xbmforl:

will give over my Difpute, and will ask fome
. Queltions:
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Queftjons of thee, concerning fome points in the
Scripture. I conceive you fay thatall things (out of
their Figures or Typesymuft be accomplithed or ful-
filled in the Spirit before we canlearnto know God,
and perform itinthe life, forto be releafed from
the fins 5 therefore my Queftionis, To whatendare
all figurely things proficable # For God hath Cre-
ated the figurely Man, and placed him in the figurely
Paradile, and given unto him (dfter the fall) Laws
and Statuttes, and framed every thing in its figure be-
forc his eyes, that he might do and live accoiding
to the figures or patterns.

old- Age,

22. The provident wifedom of God hathdone it
tothisend, thatthe humanity (in her Infancy)might
be direted by the Similitude, rothe fpiritual hea-
wvenly man Chrift 5 as St. Panl fuith, that Adam was
the figure of the heavenly Chrift; and further, that
the figurely Paradife, wasa figure of the effential
Paradife, and the figurely Law and Prophets, point
unto the {pititual Law,and the fpiritnal Being of Hea-
ven,of which Paul alfo fsich, that she Law of the Spirit
bad ade him frec from the Law of fin and of deathsand,
that he lived no: bur it was €brifé that lived in himsthe
which isthe fpititual effential Chrift of God, which
hath been for ever, and (hall for ever continue y and
all Typesand Figures end in him, :

child-

The firft Difputation. 3t
’ [# hila'-/gw/. ’

23.Sceing thou fayft that che typical and figurely
things are ordained or appointed of. Ged for a dire-
&ion 1o the heavenly {piritusl Chrift, for to have
the foregoing 5 therefore I may alo Preach and
“Teach the Scripture fora direction (asthou fayft )
unto the fpiritual things. .

old- Age.

24. O 0o, That thou neither canft nor mayeft do,
tnlefs the (piritual Beingof God befirft begotten
and made manifeft inthy humaaity (t0 a rencwing of
life) For whatcanft thou demonftrate forth of the
Scriptures, which thou thy (elf hatt not received,
and neither knoweft nor yet underftandeft? Yea I

- ask, How can men give that whichthey havenot #

But if thou wilt give direétion for the divine heaven-
ly Truth (which is Chrift) and that inthe power of
his Being ; then be firft inftru@ed by the true effen-
tial Spiritof God, that thou mayft know him, and
live effentially in hims and then give thy infrudion :
out of thit effential life of Righteoufne(s, like as the
Saints of Ged in Chrift, have alwayes dons, When
thou then hat received this fame Spirit into thy
heart, which hath broughe forththe Scripture, then
mayft thou openly teftifie the Scripture in che Chiri
Rianlife, -

Child-
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Child-hovd,

25. For what ufe is then the Scripture for Youth,
if they may not raife from thence any Dorine nor
Ceremonics without the Spirit of the Lord, as I
canceive thy meaning and difconrfeis

old- Age,

tis for this ufe (namely) thatthe young hu-
'ma:ft;r ?heuld at firft learn and underftand from
thence (according to her young capacity)the fimili-
tude or figare of the Works of God, to the end that
fhe mightat laft be able to know that the figures are

ire@ion for to difcern inthe inward hearry thac
:hg;:xe:g?me fulfilled in the Spirit (according to the
Being of Chrift) and that the fpmtual-‘works are de-
clared before them thatare wqak or little of under-
ftanding, through figures, figaifying unto therp,th?:
the Scripture dire@ech tothe Spirit and Being in
God, from whenceit was brought forth; and by
fuch means they are taught by God and his Figures,
till unto the Old- Age of Chrift,

Child-hood.

37, Now | hearthat thou dolt not defpife norre-
jeét the Scripture in ts adminiﬁrax:ia(;x, wh{er:m ltracx;
j et
joyce; for I doubted that thou hadft nat ogcrﬂ“m

Early English Books Online, Copyright © 2019 ProQuest LLC
images reproduced by courtesy of Bodleian Library

The firft Difputation. 3
efteem of the holy Scripture, nor fo high arefpect to
the Services and Ceremonies, asI conceived that
menought to eftcem and ufe them.

0ld- Age.

28, Ono, Idonotdefpife the Scripturenor the
Ceremonial Servicess but thar which makes thee
to think o, comes from hence, becaufe thou lookeft
upon the litteral Scripture, and the Services and Ce-
remouics for thy chicfeft (alvation, and fuppofeft
thatthe Letter is the Word of God,and that God re-
quireth noshing elfe from thee butthe Servicesand
Cercmonics, which verily give no more (whenthey
are rightly guided by the Spirit of God) but tefti-
mony-of God 5 andif they arenot miniftred by the
Spirit of God, they cannot then give any teftimo-
ny of God; as they that have eyes may now very well
fee, how thatall” men have fufficient Scripture and
Ceremonics s but forafmuchas they have them nor,
orufe them not under the guidance of the Spirit oz
God, therefore to them they arenot any teftimonies
of God 5 but they areto thema teftimony of Opi-
nioos tending to partiality after the Flefh Forthe
Scripture andthe Servicesand Ceremonies may be
wrefted or handled by all(to Controverfies and Dif-.
fentions) if they be fominded. Take notice of its

torit is very neceffary, .

E S Child
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Child-hood.

29, Thisbrings me into a further confideration,
for to make enquiry + Whatdo you hold of Mofes
and the Prophets 2 Qught we to hear and believe
their Doctrine, which they left behind them inthe
Scripture 2 And were not they fent of God to Man,
that they might direét us in tgc wayto Life> And
they were alfo men. fuchas weare: How thall Tun-

deritand this
old- Agr.

30. © Child-hood, Why doft thou ask me this #
Teis fufficicutly known that God fenthis fexvant Me-
f¢s and his Prophets (both figurely and bumancly) to
the man 3 but they were moved by the holy Spirit,,
and did not out of the knowledg or skill (which men
perverfly draw from theScripture)run forth of them-
felves s and in being 0 moved they were the fervants
of God, and not Minifters of the Kknowledge or skill 3
and they were (in their Office) faithful r0Gods fo
that they (intheir fervice) have painted from them-
{elves unto God which fent them,whereby they gave
to underftand, thattheir Office extended no farther
then to make known the fin inthe man, and then to
deliver their work or fervice tothe righteous God,
for his grace and mercy And although the Type in

the fpiritual man ceafeth, yettheir Legal and Pro-
phetical:
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phetical Spirit ceafeth not to reprove fininthe huma-
nity, until that Chriftbe born in the humanity ; like
as the Lord teitifies, whenhe faid to the rich man,
They have Moles and the Prophets, let them bear them g
notwithftanding, Mofes and the Prophets (after the
figurative Being) were all dead in the renewed men,

Child-hood,

31. How fhalll underftand this, that they are
dead, and yetare alive ? ‘This founds ftrange to me:
For when Chrift was come,then certainly all things
of the Law and Prophets muft ceafe.

old-4ges -

32.The seafon that this founds ftrange unto thee,
comes from hence,becaufe thou haft not yet addicted
thy heart to the Works of God, neither baft thou re-
figned thy felfto God in bis holy undivided Beings
therefore unto thee it feems firange 5 but it thou
couldeft but turn away from thy (elf, and fubmit to
the eflential works 0t God,and learn toknow thy {ins,
¢hen thou fhouldeft find in thy felf,that Mofes and the
Prophers(according to theSubftance of their admini-
fration) are not yet dead inthee, bt will certainly
reprove thee for thy fins, till unto the time that
Cheitisbera andlives inthee, and then they fhall
dve with thee and in thee,like as all the former Saints
o¥ God are dead according tothe figure s butwith
E: : thofe
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thofe which live in fin, and are enflaved tq fin, with
them they remain alive, for to reprove them for
their fins, Take good notice of it.

Child-haod.

33, Whatkind of fpeech or fayingis this + That
fuchthings (as Mofes and the Prophets) thould be fo
fecret or hid in the man, thathe ﬂg:ould not perceive
nor take notice of them 7 And yet notwithftunding,
that they thould do their work inthe fame mang:

‘ThisI admire at above meafure,

old- Age.

34 Oh, wonder not fo much atit; forthe work
of God s not fo fecret, butitmay be well difcerned
inthe Soul, if it were taken notice of 5 forit often-
times toucheth the heart of the humanity, thatthe
fame humanity fhall not know what to do: There-
fore S¢, Panl {aith, The Word of the Lord is a twe edg-
ed Sword;_anditis that word whereof Fobn witnef-
feth,which is fpirit and life, -and faveth thofe that be-
lieve therein, and.are begotten out of it;_und it allo
condemneth thofe that believe it nots Like asit is
written, He came unto bis own and bis own received him
B0t 5 but as many as received himy 1o shem he gave pow=
er tobecome the children of Gods thatis, he comes in-
to the heart and fenfes of the humanity, and the plea-
fures of this life will not receive him s butas many

as.
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as do receive him, to them he gives power ro bv:
gottenout of his Spiric for Children of his holy Be-
ing.

Child.heod,

35. Howcan it beknown who are begotten out
of this Spirit, fecing itis fo fecret in the humanity 2

old-Age..

36. Thisisknownand feltinthe Soul, through
the powet of his holy Being, which he thewethand
workethinthe humanity, againft the earthly Spi-
rit, for to putto deaththe lame carthly Spirit(in
his earthly Luft,} And further itis knownby a
quickning, which hc animates and performs upon
the believing humanity : For the Ripe- Age of Chrift
faich, It thou wilt not believe me, yet believe my
workss. as if the Deity of Chrift would fay, . I make
my felf manifeft and known by my works.

Child-hoad,
37, When thall thefe works of the holy Ghoft be-

ginin me, and enlighten my Soul, that Imay fee
them, and be made pastakers of them.

old-
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old- ge.

38, Whenthou (under the obedience of the fame
Spuitof Chnfty groweftup from the Child-hood
untothe Old-Age, then thou fhalt draw neer to the
holy Spirir, for the work of the holy Spirir, be-
longs to them of Ripe Age likeas Chrift told his
Diciples, that he would fend the holy Spiritto them
inthe ofdvefs or fulnefs of time; and through the
holy Sirit they became Apoftles and Meflengers of
God, and were no more called Difciples.

Child-hood,

39. Forafmuch as I perceive that thou haft pafled
through more , and haft had more experience
(throughthy Agednefs) then Thave s therefore ler
me ask of thee, which is the neare® way for to attain
unto the Ripe-aged holy Spirit of Chrit, which
might guide meintotruth #

old- 4ge,

40. Ifthouaskeft this Queftion out of thy young
fimplicity, and not out of cariofity, or inthe earth-
ly skill; "butto grow up inthe obedience of Chrift
(out ofthy young Ignorance unto the Agednefs }
then Lwill tell thee, Thereisnonearer way, then at
firft to acknowledg thy Childifhine(s, andnot to put

any
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any more confidencen Vanity 5 and fromtke con-
feflion of thy Childifhnefs, then yeild thy ¢l voder
the - bedieace 0! che Old-age,and bemltrudted by ir,
which inftruction (under the “obedience of the Old-
age)will bring chee untothe nipe agednefs, of the
holy Spirit, inzo the Life forir isa certain Rute,
thiu the Old-age muft nour.(h or bring up the Child-
haod, till itcome of Age,

Child-hood,

‘41, Whercas Inow under(tand, that the Old-age
was before me, and muft bring me up to uaderftand-
ing; therefore will 1in my Child-hood, willingly
(in my growing up) refign my (clf from my Child-
hood unto the Old-age, even'as a Child vnder his
Futher, and will be taught and inftructed by .

0ld- Age.

42.If thou with all thy heart intendeft to perform
this(in the obedience of Chriftyhou muft then whol-
ty forfake thice own young witdom of the Flefh,with
thy Difputes, and (h{ evil thoughts againft Old-age,
8 obferve the Fumble obedience(under the Old-age
of Chriftyforto take inftruction only from thence; tor
no man elfe can be thy Teacher, butthe Obedience
under the well expericnced Age of Chnift 5 and that
fhail teach and lead thee into the heavenly Being.

- Child-
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Childebood,

43, Sinceitis fo, that T oughtto have the Old-
age for my Tutor, therefore will I accept of thee
Old-age (as my Father) forto b my Guide, and
will nottrouble my felf about any other,but will give
obedience tothe Old-age (like as thou thy felf haft
fpoken) that I may thereby become delivered from
my young ignorance: For Imore and more find,
that Tin my Child-hood (without the inftruction of
the Aged)” (hall come 100 fhort, andby reafon of
my ignorant Child-hood muft perifh in blindnefs
and mifery. :

old-Age,

44, 1 obferve well thy young fpeechand inten-
tion: But confider well (in thy faying) to what end
or purpofe thou doft this; ifit be fo, thatthou in-
teadeft therein any other thing then only the love to
the Old- age of Chrift, whereby falvation is obtain-
ed, then I cannot receive thee, neither alfo canft thou
be taught by me, nor receive any falvation: For
my Old-age confifts in the denial of every thing
thatisnot God: And herein thoumuft follow me,
and keep the Old-age for thy Inftrudtor,

i

Child.
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Child-hood,

45. Pray tell me what other meaning I could have
herein, but to betaught by Old-age, for to atain
o Salvation 2

0ld- Age.

46. Trmay be that thou feckeft hereir thine own
honour, profitor greatnefs, as is the nature or con~
dition of Youth, which fervesitfelf (under pretence
of obedicnce) and istaken Captive by propricty or
Lelf intereft, and fo deceives it felf,by means of which
thou cantt not be able to reccive from me Old age -
any Inftruchion,neither can I be able to preferve thee
for to attain unto Old-age.

Child-lood,

47, Thisthou muft tell and teach me, otherwife
(through my Youngnefs) I may be ruined and taken
Captive in my young underftanding, before I am
aware.

old- dge.

48, O Child, thisisa good begioning ( through
obedience) to attain to the Old-age, go forward shus
from one obedience to another, and then thon fh:;l!,

F ' or
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forto attain to Old-age, enterinto thy right way to
Old-age; and the Spirit of Old-age fhall(more and
more) enter intothy heart, and make ita dwelling
place: For to whatloeyer a man yeilds himfelf unto,
that very fame governs bim, whether it be good of
evil. Butaboveall, keepthe obedience asthe apple
3{ thine Eye, or elfe thou muft perithinche difobe-

ience.

Child-hood.

49, O Old-age, Ihave placed my confidencein
thee, and am willing that the Old-age of Chrift fhall
bemy Lordand Head ; and Tam confident of this
+ {ame,thatit will preferve me (in my Child-hood)and
bring me up under the obedience, ¢ill unto the Old-
age, and then we fhall live togetherin unitormity,

With this our Difputation ccafeth: For I have
found that my Difputation is not profitable , be-
caufe I would arguc ot thatwhich I my felf under-
flood not ; but yer I thould be willing to enquire,how
Ifhould keep my [elf (inthistime) ta the Religion,
becaufe each would have me to his Religion, and
every onc faith, that in his Religion is the Salvation,
and in another is Damnation,

old-Age,

50. Where thou canft obferve and difcern in thy
Sow, thavthe Religion is adminiftred out of the Spi-
. e
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ritof God (to the mortifying of fin, and renewing
of the godly life) hold that for atrue Religion, and
fubmic thy {cIf uncoit, till unto the time thar Chrift
is begottenin thee: For that is the holy Univerfal
Catholique Religion in the houfe of God, which is
adminiftred among the fimple Souls, and it brings
forth her inftru@ion out of the renewed life of Chnift
to ablefled Unity, Takeir freelysobeart.

Child-hood,

51, O Old-age, thisis a good inftruction to me,
which willnot deceivemes for the Spirit of God
muft be the head and mover of all the works of God:
And herewith will I commit my felf tothe Old per-
fe@ Age of Chrift : And for the Difputation, T'will
letit reft, and will give my felf in Prayer for the

raceof God, and will defire of God, that his ble(-
%ng may be given hercunto, that we may live to-
gether in uniformity(in his true ful-aged Spirityto bis
praife, and to our Saivation, Amen. .
0ld-Age.

52. Upon this condition I receive thee, which is
fo far as thou groweft up obediently into my Old-
age; for otherwife I cannot protedt or prefgrve thee,
Confider well hereon.

The end of she Difpusation beswoen she Old- .
Age, and the Child-hood, A
Fa
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A Preface to the Second
" Difputation.

: Being a Child, hearkned atsentively 10 this Di-
i [pwtairon, andunderflord thus much out of is,

That 1 muft in obedience goonin my Fowrney.,

after the Ol perfelt Besng of God,. of which 1
; am convinced, awd have [ubmitred unioy tothe
endihat 1 might astain wnio, and be made pariaker of
the manly ohf Age of Chrift formy Lord and Head
whereby 10 overcoms all diwded Consroverfies, andto
pafs by them.

2. And when I'freely took upon me this Fourney, and
intended plainly and fimply tosravel forward, not ima-
gining thas 1 [uwld frdin the way any more oppofition
or difficultysihen 1 entred into the Land of Humiliy :
Andwhen 1 had resied there awhile, I faw that the Sim-
plicity sf Chrift (1nher work) had an’ Adverfary, . and
1 fearcely knewat firdt who that 4averfury.mas,

3. When Iwent alistle further,then I fam the Self-
Wiledom of the Flefb, clad with an envious hypocrisi-
cal holine(s 5 and [he 100k place absvethe Simplicity of
Gbrift, for1o.reprove and-convince her, snber plan

B fimplicisy; .

saidi
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Jicity, Andwben I [awihis mdma&[mﬁﬂe‘;f it
{;:'r}:/;;[:?}', then 1 was excee:s vg’ly amaZed or 1erri ed,
and thought in my Jeify 0 Lord, 1f 1 hall findin my hears
frch diffioulry Cor unevennefs Jand difquietnefs in the

Simplicitys how [ball 1 be able to puifh my Four=
:’:;7?0] zmd_yl Mazog’lr, n!iat will the end of this be ? And
when 1 confidered thereon, then I [ait that the Self- Wife-
dom of she Flofb increafea wery muchin wrathfulnef§
againfi the Simplicity of Chrift s And onthe ather fide,
the Simplicity of Chriff encreafed ql[o exceedinglyin the
divine Patierice, and 1t was effentially after & powerful
working manner by fiffering, and nes by rew:g:mg.

4. And thefe two Spirits o Beings appeare actively
(s Adverfaries ) one againftanather, aswell by Inftru-
{tion, as tn Difpuration s and 1t was for the convincing
of oae another: Tothe which at firftappeared the fingle
and plain simplicity in the Life of Christ 5 and againt
brr appeared she Wi feddoms of she Fleflin her fained ioli-
nefeyand malenfeofiting bold felf-conceitednefs : And
the s implicity of Chyift made ufe of ber effential, pasiences
and berewish they advanse in Combite (acFually) againft
one another, afier this manner, b!gmmng n the prefent

Being [or Perfon}of a Yourng Chuldy which is the Toung |

Biyth sufefus Chrift, # followesh.

The:
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L0000B003 anannans
The Second Difputation,

Berwixt the Wifedsm (f the Flefh,
and the Simplicity of Chrift, which
the Travelling Yourh mer with,

Simplicity,

Come with Light, Love and Truth, and I

my felf appear for Captain or Leader againfk

- thedark deceitful Being, and aman encmy
ofthe carthly skillor fubtil.y, of which the
Wiledom of the Flefh maketh her God : And

Tam the Redemption and Deliverance of all fimple
Souls, which tollow atter my Simplicity, snd fcek
for their comloreinme: For £ am the Way, the Trath
and the Life; and whofoever believeth in me, he fhall
live, although he were dead ; and he that believeth

notinme, tothe denying of himflf, he is dead, at-
though he liveth: :

Carnal

The fecond Difputation, 47
Gurnal Wifedom.,

2. Whatwill this Gilly illiterate Simplicity pro-
duce, or'whac will it fay, whiltt I am here, and have
the Soveraignty under my Authority and Power?
It feemsas if it would briag forthfome Noveltyto
difplace me from the Government, the which is im-
poffible; becaule [ have it all vadermy power, by
which the whole World is governed s thacis, Cons
cupifence, Pleafure, Awarice, Pride, Force and Vis<
lence ; yeafurther (which far excels all thefe) I have
all the Sandtities or Holineffes ot this world ta my’
felf, and they worfhip me for their God 5 by means
of which [ have a d:finicive Sentence in my power,
tocondemn and to fave Body and Soul atmy plea-
fure, .

Simplicity,

3. Againft this great ferce and violence, in which
thou (for 2 vain comfort ) makeft fucha boaft, and
intendeft to bring thy violent Judgment (in crucley)
upon wie which is unjuft before the God of Heaven)
againft this 1 fec my patient fuffering Truth, which
(by long (uffeving) can patiently overcome all this,,
asitis weitten, The Kingis ffrong, Wine is frong
Womean are ffrong, butthe Truth overcom:s all thefe,

and that by her paticnt forbearance, and not by obfti-
nate violence, )

' Gonal
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48 T he fecond Difpusation.

: Carnal Wifedom.

4. If thou wilttalkofthy Truth, thenic muft be
examined and judged by my Truth : For who
hath the Scripture fo plentifully asmy felt ¢ Huive
not 1 all the Books ot the Law and Prophetst Who
fhould elfe have the Truthbut I ¢ Andall the Servi-
ces and Ceremonies which are adminiftred in the
‘World, thoy are taught and adminiltred outof my
Wifedom: And all Seés and Herefies, muft by the
power of my Wifedom, be extinguithed and fp-
preft, Wherein then is my truth defedtive? For
without the truth I could not perform this.

Simplicity.

5. The nameof Truthis eafily fpoken with the
mouth, but o live init or to confent to it in the heart,
according to her Chriftian Being, thatis not o eafi-
IK ot {oondone.  ltwere very needful for many,
that they would ask or enquire with Judge Pilate,
What is Truth ¢ And thereupon do (like as Pilate did)
go outof their Judgment houfe, thatis, goour of

their own Righteoulnefs, and lerthe Truth make

ber felf known in the holy Being; und then fhe would
make manifeft or difcoves the Iye by her truth.

Carndl wifedom.  *

6. The Lyeis (ufficiently made known before me
by my Wifedomand truth: For I kecp that Judg-
ment, and declarc it with Truth, asIread irand un-

derftand
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derftand it out ofthe Scripture 5 with which Tudg-
ment I rule the World, and all men muft be content
withits for verily Iam the Lord of this Worlds
therefore they muft believe me,and be fubjec to me,
becaufe I have the Wifedom, Learning,or Knowledg

Simplicity.

7, Ifthey muft perforce, that’s no El’)cli::f before
God, but ju is fubje&ion by violence; but i€ we will
fpeakandﬁ%?ah};x) which availeth beforc
God, thenwe muft have refpetto the free gift of
God (whichis given without Law, or without con~
firaintof Power ) and know or underftand in the
Soul, that Faith comes from Heaven (out of Grace)
tothe fimple ones, becaufe it is a giftof God, And
Las there isalfo written] every one hath not Faith:
therefore we may not fo flightly efteem the Faith of
God, asifit were an earthly compulfion; for by
Faith are wrought fignes and wonders upon-Earth,
whereby the power of God is made known,

Carnal Wifedors.

8. Thou wilt (peak altogethes of heavenly things 5
butwhil & that we are here upon Earth, we know no
cestainty thereof s therefore thou maift well be filent
hercin, orelfe I (hall fpeak of itto my learned ones ,
and they fhall fummen thee to appear before them:
and forafmuch as thou art fimple and illiterate, thou
fhalt have norefpec from them, becaulc thou doft

not fo highly eftecm our holy Services and Ceremo-
G . nies




g0 T e fecond Difputation.

niesas wedo: Therefore they muft punifh thee, and
thou muft be filent of thy heavenly matters, for
they are feducements. - How canlt thou attain to
thofe heavenly things, of which thou fpeakeft fo
ftrangely, juft asif thou wouldeft tell fome Novelty,
that no man elle knew but thy felf 7 O no, I have
all the Docors and Sages of this World underme 5
thatarc ableto underftandor know more of God
then thy felf , and they have all the Services of God,
and Ceremonies under them , fothat they govern
the whole World, and they have Kings and Princes,
Lords and Rulers at their Command , which I trow
can fpeak better of God thenthy fimplicity, which
verily is without Learning.
Simplicity.

g. ] verily believe that thou doftnot much re~
fpect me + for my Kingdom is notof this world, fo
thatmy God isnot thy God: for my Godis from
Heaven, andis heavenly s andthy God is from the
Earth, and is carthly : and whatfoever is not of the
World, thatthe World cannot love: and for that
reafon thou canft not believe or give creditto my
fimplicity ; for my heaventy works are ogpoﬁ(ci ta
thy wifedom,and tothe earthly works of this world,

forafmuch as they maintain and divulge the honou};

of God and his righteoufaefs, and thou larg
thine own honour and thine own righteon(nefs, and
wouldeft alfo et thy felf in the Throne of God,from

. whence verily thou fhalt, by the right hand of God »
Carnal.

e caft out
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Carnal Wifedom,
10.Ah!what]is this I hear from this ignorant Sim-
plicity,thae I hall be difplaced from my Thronezthis
puts me to admiration ! Ono, Tknow fuchmeans
and remedy for chis, that I will not be maftered by
fuch Simplicity , for this purpofe my powerin this
world is 100 great 5 he chat will touch or lay hold on
me to dif-throne me, he fhall have all people on the
earth for his enemies : for how different foever they
areinall worldly affairs, yet they fetch their advice
and wifdom altogether trom me, and they are all my
fricnds and kinred, and they maintain me as their
God and King; how can I poffibly be difpoflefled
from my Throne.

Simplicity.

11. Thou braggeft much of thy easthly Wifedom
and power of Kings in the earthly Being: But thou
confidercft not, neisher doftthou underftand, that
there is 2 heaven, whichis above the Earth, and that
in this fame Heaven there rolesa King, which isa-
boveall Kings of the Earth: This King can dart his
power (outof Heavenjupon the Earth, tothe ruine
of every high exalted Fabrick of the Flefh, by which
this heaventy King can bring the Earth into fubjecti-
on: and thefe earthly Kings can notafcend to Hea-
ven, for to govern there, orto vanquith this King.
Thersforebe not foconfident in thy earthly Wifeaom and

Power.
Gz Carndl
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Carnal Wifedom.

12, Tperceive thouthreatneft me with thy hea-
venly God, whom I know well how to appeale, o
that he fhall be at peace with me, for which put ofe
1 have the Scripture to pacifie him s for 1 cin nde
from thence by whatmeans heis tobe reconciled
namely that I do maintain his Ceremonics and Servi-
ces, and fometimes give alms tothe poor, beit buta
moxfel of bread to eat,or an old garment agaiafk cold;
verily this is the Commandment of God, and by
thefe I may be reconciled unto him : and befides T
alfo faft fomtimes, and chaftife my body, fothat T
am certain that 1 am in a good condition with God,
and fulill his righteoufnefs better then thou dofts for
T do not fee thee frequent our God-fervices and Ce-
remonics, by which thou mighteft get credit and
praifc; and for this reafon 1 may very well fay, thou
doft not much regard our Services and Ceremo-
nies: and therefore thoumaift welladmit me to be
unblameable before God.

Simplicity.
13: Thear thy high braggs of thy God-fervice and
Juftificarion ; butthis God-fervice and righteoufnefs
 the Pharifee alfo had, when he went withthe Publi-
canintothe Temple to pray, and made very great
boaftsthereof, but the Publican had no righteoufefs
in him to make his boafls of, nay, he accounted him-

felf a great finner ; therefore was the Publican. in his
n

The fecond Difputation. 5
fin, better and more rightcous before God, then the
Pharifee was with bis righteoufncfs, and was more
worthy before God, to receive the grace of God to
his falvation : but the Pharilce with his boafting
righteoufnefs, muft reft feparated from God 5 and
even fo fhalt. thon alfo in the prefence of God,
depart withthine own boating righteoufne(s ; for
God will have mercy , and not %acriﬁce, as he fpeaks
by his Prophet: Towhom fhall 1 look but wpon bim thas
bash a brokes and humble heart.

Carnal Wifedsm,

14. Take notice of what Iobferve from hence.
The Servicesof God and the Ceremonics, whieh
God himfelt bath commanded, thefe are now made
to be boafting Sevvices or vain glorious, this certain-
1y feems to be a new Se&, which oughtto be punifh-
cd, left che people miéht be feduced by it: Foritthe
Ordinances and the Ceremonial Services fhould not
be maintained, how fhould that which is good be
known ? Therefore thismatter muft be related to
the learned ones of the Law , that this filly illiterate
Simplicity condemn not, nor flight our Services,

Simplicity,

15 Thou takeft grear care for thy Services or
Ceremonics, and cfteemeft them for thy higheft Ser-
vices of God 5 and the God of life, which governs
Heaven and Earth (by his effential Spirit) him thou
regardeft not ( or very little) in his holy Being, asto-

’ Teceive:
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54 T ke fixft Difpusation.
receive his Chrift like dpirit into thy heart:. But it
were much more happy for thee , if thou took-
eft care forthe rencwing of thy lifein Chritt, unto
which all God-fervices (which proceed from God)
point or diret unto, and alfo 10 accomplith and fulfil
the {ame Services and Ceremonies, ia the godly life
(whichis in Chrift) for to that end are all Services
and Ceremonics inftitured by God 5 forto diretthe
humanity thereunto ; and if the fame Services teach
not o thie godly lifein the humanity, then they can--
nothe any Services of Gad, butthey are heachenith
Services, which beget a vain hope and confufion, by
which the humanity becoms more blinded fromGod
then (he was before the received the fame Services.
Carnal Wifedom.

16. Thou comeft alwaics forth with thy filly
fimple life, What can be procured or got by it, but
contempt to meand toall my Generation 2 For that

 plainlife whereof thou fpeakef, it hath no refpeét
among any of the Goverors of this World 5 nayit
is not efteemed with them that are wife and dilcreer,
nor isit with the equity [or ftrictnefs of the Cere-
monies: Therefore forbear as concerning my (f,
and letme not be difquiered with fuch matters s itis
fufficient that I live as my Anceftors have lived ;and
asmy Teachers (in their Ceremonies ) have tavglt
e and the fame I undeiftand, and by the fame I
continue in my honour & Rtate, yea [underftand not

what thou wouldft fay concerning the renewed life;
0
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tomy thinking itis bur a phantafic or dream, neither
can it be found that thou are of any great defcent, not
haft any refpect among the wifemen of this world s
why then (hall men believe thee » Therctore be fi-
fent and ill, or elfe I muft 1ake notice of what con-
cerns meto do,

Simplicity,

17, verily believe every thing that thou here al-
ledgelt, outof thine own exalted wifedom, againft
my Simplicity ; for thou fpeakeft outof thine own
nature, difpofition, and high exalted carthly kaow-
ledg, out of which thou art begotten by thy earthly
envioys wifedom ; and that Being, nature and difpo-
fition is contrary fo my Simplicity 5 therefore thou
canft neither conceive well of me, norindure me in
my Simplicity; for whatfoever 1 fhall declare unto
thee from thence, itistothy wifedom foolifhnefls
and thoualfo knoweft not (as thy felf confeflett)from
whence } am defcended 5 for my Father and thy Fa-
ther haveno fellowfhip withone another: There-
fore thou knoweft me nor, and yet thou wilt Judge

- me(though unknown) out of thine carthly wifedom 5

bl!l;_ wherein thou judgeft me, thou condemneft thy
Cif, :
Carnal Wifedom. .

18. My Father is the Wifedom of all the World,
and he raigneth ( with great power and might ) over
Kings, Princes, and Lords, andnotenly over the

Wosld,,
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World, butalfo over the Laws, Services and Cere~
monies, which I have received from God (through
Mofes and Chrift) for to teach the faa eabroad, by
which [ can cafily prove that God is my Father 5 and
for that Reafon the wife and mighty men comeallto
my School,to learn their Leffon from mesand if they
were not inftructed in my Schoolthey would neither
have refpe& nor credit among any men upon earth,
whercby to ateain unto any Chargeor Office.. Why
wilt thou thea (peak of my FathereHe hathinftructed
and endowed me, otherwile thenthy Father hath
inftructed thee : For thou promotett or bringeft forth
nothing elie buta fimple plainilliterate ignorance,
wherein the wife men of this world are not delighted:
therefore I 2y again untothee,Be quict inthy fimple
ignorance,and caufe no fedition or tumule amcng the
people 5 for thou art of no repute nor rel peét
among the wile men of this world, noralfo among
them that ase religious,for it appears asif thou (in thy
Simplicity) regardeft not their Learning,nay further,
2s if thou didft intend to overcome the {ame with thy
fimple life, as if it were of no more value, the which
ftands not with us to endure.
Simplicity.

19, Thear how highly thou extolleft thy Father,
and how greatly thou efteemeft of thine own Juftice,
which is no wondertome: For the World loveth
her own,and thy Principles, can dono otherwife then
exalt thing carchly Father, whereby thou filleft l;lP

o the

T be fecond Difputation. 57
the meafure of thy Father, as well in Revenge, in
Pride , inWncleannefs 5 in Hateand Emvy, in Death
and - Murther, in Robbing and Stealing, as i oppref-
fingand domincering over them that are innocent ¢
Nay, whofocver is not of thy'miad, noris affiftant
tothee, the fame is thy encmy. ¥nderffand it right-
Iy, Thefe are the works of thy Father, O thou earth-
1y wifedom, and thy Father hath left vato thee this
inheritance , that he might fill upthe fame meafure
through thee : Therefore thou mayft extol thyFa-
ther , but my Father whom thou upbraideft with his
plainnefs and godly virtue, he livech in his Simplici-
ty, by which he governeth Heaven and Earth with
peace and righteoufnefs, and neither doth injury nor
violenceto any man, nor hath he bis Kingdom in
this World, buthis Kingdomis hidden with. God
inthe heavenly Being, and from thence I receive
mine inheritance for ever,

Carnal Wifedem,

20. Tt appeares now plainly that thou { through
thy plainnes) prefumeft to judg me, asif God vere
rot my Father, but were only thy Father, and that 1
livedin ungodlincfs, whereas Ihavetoo too many
witnefles,which will anlwer for or defend me againtt
thee, and if thou willt not be inftructed or inform-
ed by them, then I muft complain to my learned
ones, which are my Protectors: For I will notbe
reproved nor judged by thy Simplicity, my power-
or authority for that purpole is too grear, £ [peak this,

H

freely rothee. Simpli-
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Simplicity.

21, Thouever threatneft me with thy power s ic
feems thou haft nothiag wherewith to-anfwer for thy
felf, butthy power and carthly force, which hath
ever been the Juftice and Weapons of Tyrants but
if thou wert obedient to the gracious heavenly God,
then thou would Rt according to his bountiful mercy,,
deal mercifully wich me, if | had done any thinga-
gainftthee. Thou faift that I reprove thee, which
fenottrue s butchy own works reprove thee, and
thou blameft me, asif Ididittothee: Learnlpray
thee to know thy (elf, and give fatisfaction to the
God of Life, towhom thou faift thou doft fervice,
bue thy works bear witnefs that thou ferveft not the
paticat and long fuffering Chrift of God, butthon
are a fervant to the cruel revengeful God of this
world, and from him thou muft reccive thy xe\vaq;
in the damnable death, which reward (forafmuc
as he neither may nor can revenge his envious ma-
lice ) is paine and- torment 5 by reafon whereof the
Ghrift of Godis put to deathin his Simplicity :
For wholoever (through the revengeful earthly Spi-
tit) killeth In himthe divine patience of Chrift, he
killeth the Chrift of God, and Crucifies the fame in.
himf{elf, and {layeth his own falvation.

Carnal Wifedom.
22:Thou fpeakeft very boldly in thy Simplicity,

t feemns to me 45 if thou wouldeft meddle with my
. Juiice,,
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Jultice, and bring it to ruine: Therefore I muft
complain of thee to my Court of Juftice, tothe end
thon maift be punithed: For my Courtof Juftice
muft defend and prote& me; therefore T addrefs
my felf to thefame, thatit may proceed with its pu-
nifhment and power, and defend me from thee, and
trom all thofe that would accufe me 5 for my Court
of Juftice governs the whole world, and thatby its
power, punifhment and force : Therefore 'tis-a won-
der tome, that thou feareft me not, for I have pow-
to give or to take away thy life: For that caufe thou
oughteft to be filent before me, and give me leave
tobe thy Mafter, Butitappears asifthou art min-
ded to fubvert and bring to ruine my Kingdom ,
andto ered or fetup anew Kingdom, which thou
calleft the new Birth, but I fhall prevent and bin-
“der thee’, and if thou art not afraid of my

- Wuftice , ‘yet thou oughteft to fear my Power 2

For I will not have this Novelty within my Jurifdi-
tonor Gaverament, . :
Simplicisy.

23. Ifthou wilrputmeto deathby thy Power,
becaufe I tell theethe truth, then1 muft eadure it
shrongh my fufferingpatient forbearance, & will fe
he-far inftthy violént Pewersand will ey whe-
ther my {ufferance or thy power be greater , and
whichfoever is moft prevalent, the fame fhall over-
come: Formy Father, whohath been from Eter-
sity, and fhall continne everlaftingly, and whichis

Ha: able
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able to fuffer and endure, he hath promifed me that
he will not leave me in death,and bythe death which
thou putrelt metoo, through it I come tolite, and
thou commeft to death 3 foritis thincown death
which muft fal upon thee,the whichis the judgm:né
of my Father, whichhe (inthe laft day)fhall bold
over life and. death: But thy Father, whichis the
Facher of ehe dead, he fhall leave theein the damna-
ble death,where thouthalt not find any life, for there
isno lifein the damnable death, butin the blefled
death of Chrif, the lifeisto beinlierited : And the
reafon is this, becaule the blefled death dieth not for
it elf, but it dieth out of love foranother, namely
for the humanity, forto{iveand reviveit: andthe
damnable death dieth in its own wickednefs, becaufe
it can he ufcd,w{lgnyx,ro his wicked lufts,.

Carnal Wifedom.

24."1 have now {ufficient from thee,Tam refolved
what to do with thee, 1will deliver thee over tomy
Court of Juftice,for thou art ftill endeavoring to di-
fturb my Kingdom,therfore thou are now to be con-
demned, and to be takenaway from the Barth, and I
willalfo be innocent of the deathwhich thon fhal
fuffer s for thou (againtt the Jultice of my Law) hat
prepared the Judgment for thy felf,becanfe thou haft
not fulfilled my Laws and Statutes, and artnone of
my Conforts.

Simpli
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Simplicity.

25. 1fthou haft no other Law but thy force, then
goon with thy falfe envious Judgment: for I am
Certain that my innocent death fhall overcom thy ea-
vious Judgment which thou haft pafled upon me:
And therenpon I yicld my felf willingly unto the
power whichis given and left untothee from my
Father of Heaven: Forthe power of m; Father,
muft (through death ) feparate thee and me from
oneanother. Confider well hereon,

Through death i this Difpntation ended
and finifbed,




62 , Preface, &3
3. And thafe that carried on the Difputation 4g:in{t'
3 ! one ansther, they were very wnlike 10one another : by
5 @ b % % % 2 é %@ means of which, the [aid Difputationwas wonderful and
diverfe: andthe Difputants bad feveral Nawmess the

one was ealled , the Luftor Delight of God, and the

The Preface tothe Third asher was ;x/lea’,rh Lt;g off’ th;. \Yorli .
. i 4. An when 1 underftood what their names were
Dl{PUtMIO n. then 1 kuew not how I conld pafs by the Difputation, anZi

ot be engaged or drawn into it Towhich purpafe I ad-
wifed with the Effential 0ld-age, who sold me that 1
Jhould sravel fommwhat aboutthrough aLandcalledDeny
‘and Forfake thy Sclf, where I Mhould not be vexed with

Hen 1was 4 Child 1 {ought and wait-
ed (in f’m  fear and care) for my

time of Old- age, in [everal alserati- : .
, ons and changes: And a5 1 was any more Difputations, But I wadertook not the Four-
' ypon the Frontiers or Borders of the ey, before 1 faw how the Difputarion wens, that 1 might
Land,Simplicity & the Carnal Wifedom made a7 end know what diffe or dif-agree was ined
of their Difputation, and by deashdid fsparate fromone therein, .

another, fothss death enly yemained. Then was 1in
great [orrow or care concerning the damnable Death,
‘wpon the innacent Simplisity, by reafon of the greas dif- —
ference and difeord, which I obferved between the Sim- :
‘plicity and the Carnal Wifedom.

But ihe efiential Old-age(which 1 beheld)freed me from
1he cares bim:{e it brough the Child-hood into the 0ld-
age, ard raifedupthe Simpliity from death, through
whish the Difputation ceafed, at which 1 much rejay-
ced,

2. Nowwhen 1 travelled forward after the Belng of
the perfect old-age, then I bapned again inmy Four-
ey, upon another Difpwtation , which 1 before heeded -
ot

3. And
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The Third Difput a‘tion.

Between the Luft and Pleafure of this
Weold, and the Luft or Defireto God,
which the Young man met in bis

h Travels.

1 which the Luft or Delight s God firft began
E and [aid.

Take my Delight, Joy and Content inthe
virtue of é’oodnc:fs and love of God. Come
hicher allye Senfes and Thoughts, and be
refrefhed with mine sternal Joy inthe heaven-
Iy Being. :

Luft of this Werld.
. Senfes and Thoughts,come hither to my
o; aong ;nhi;;d whatan excellent Beauty, and what

Pleafiure 1 have in this World, for ye cannor think

vpen any thing, butl have it in my- Paradife and

Delight, and when yeare withinmy Paradife ihi'ﬁ
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fhall then forget the- Luft or Defike to God : -And it
is alfo ftrange and doubtful how it flandswith God,,
if we (hould much trouble cur felves withthis; it
would be veryirkfome or burdenfome to usy

Defire to God.

3. O ye Senfesand Thoughts! be not perfwaded
thar the Defire to God is any trouble or irkfomnefs s
for I teftific unto you from my Divine Truth, that
the Luft or Defireto this World thallbe a difcom-
fort oy burden to you, for the Deftre to God begets
nothing elfe but etetnal Joy, butthe Defire to this
World, irbrings forth nothing but deathand ever-
lafting condemnation,

L Luit of this world.

4. Benot entangléd witha défire to God 3 for
God is fo far off, and fo unknown amongft us, that
itis not to be much regarded in our Paradife or Gar<
den of pleafure, and itismuch fpoken of, butwho
knoweth: whatitis, and who would trouble himfelf
muchwith it, forit brings altogecher forrow amid
our joy. ) :

Defireto God,

5. Behold the eternal Joy and Delightof God )
which fiever ceafeth, buc abideth for ever in her
cternal heavenly Being, wherein there never comes
achange: but the Joy of this World, it prefently
chapgethinto 2 fad or grievous death, and then fﬁr—

. . ther




|
|
-

66 The third Difputation.

ther intoa damnable death, which muft cveslafting-
ly continue : ‘Therefore isthe worldly Joy nothing
clfebuta poifonto the Soul, and promifeth fair at
the Begianing; butin theReward which cometh
from her,the isugly,abaminable and deccitful-

Lult of this World,

6. Rejoyce ye now, O ye worldly people ! let
no fadn:f"s {akgyho}d upon yyou, but behold how
pleafant the Joy of this World s, yea it is fuch,
that men may paffrom one Joyioto another , and
we finde altthings whereinthereis any mireh, pre-
fent, taftable and fenfible inourbedy: butthe Jop
in God it is no more but 2 Hope, which we fee nocy
what Joy or delight can befelt from thence 7 And if
any one will rejoyce inthat Joy,thea he hath nothing
but heavinels in this Wortd : For the Joyin Godis

a death to me , and ta all thofe. that live in the.

World.
Defire 10 God.

7:. Come hither ye thac are fad of heart, and be- .

hold the everlafting goodnefs of God, which takes
away that evil heart, and again plants therein all vir-
tug and righteoufnefs., yeg itexpels Degth, Deyil

and Hell, .and brings aganthe vittuous nature and . ’

difpofition of Chift ite.the (ame place; infomuch
that all the Senfes and Thoughts may enjoy the.
goodnefs or bounty of God, and, thar fotaras theix

Tuft or defire extends untq,{o thac they are notuncer-
! ) tain
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tain in their joy, noristheir joy taken from them
namely from thofc which are poffe(s'd in the Defire
toGod, foritisan everlafting J oy which is kept in
Heaven, where Death cannot enter: But the pleafure
ofthis World itisinthe Earth, therefore s it pof-
{efs’d and fubducd by desth, and muft receive deach
for her reward, for whatfoever liveth upon the Earth
the (ame is moreal, and is fubje to feveral kinds of
death, the which'isthe recompenfc of the worldly
J°y~ . .

- - Luft of this World,

8. Oye worldly people! come hitherinto my
fellowthip and perufe my joy, how full of variety it
is, and how many feveral Societies it hath in her oy,
henceitmay befeenand pérceived that the pleafure
of this world is more delightful then the joy in God :

for the Joy in God hath few focieties or fellowfhips,

therfore it may be well obferved, thatmy pleafure
far furmounts the divine joy,and brings itto nothings
and the fisft pleafure which'the man took he received
itfrom me, and notonly his plealure, buthe alfo
fought his honour and dignity from me, and chofe
me for his God, thereforche hathnot any defire or

* delightto the joy of the heavenly God.

Defire 1o God.

9. Confider ye godly people how the defire to
God begets all power of righteonfnefs in the Soul,
and the life of righteoufnefs giveth freedom from all

Ia fervi-.
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68 T e chird Difputation,
fervitudes or bondages of the Devil, and thereis fior
any Service of God which is -acceptable to God;
without the defire or affeétion to his Being or Spirir;
for the affetion’to God moveth the Deity to the
Huinariity , arid the Humanity to the Deity, and
overcomes every affauitof the Devil, and thelutt
or defire 1o this World maketha dwelling place for
the Devil, in-the heart of the Humanity, and fo
much enflaveth the Homanity under the earthly de-
fires, that Me hath not the power by which fhe mighe
aueainor receive any defireto the goodnels of God,
and yet fhe fuppofeth that fhe intends the fervice of
God, namely, by her choofing to fome opinion,
which fhe can exa&ly. perform for her_felf-intreft:s
forwhatfoever fhe doth is for felfintereft,and'there~
by: ferves the fe}f-interet inftead of -her God,: and
quencheth ( by the defire to felf-iatereft or proprie-
ty) the defire to the goodnefs of God, (o thac it can-
not have any frengehinher: For there can no more
then one fort of luft take place in the heare of the Hu
mariity;_andwhere the carthly, Iuft of this Woild.
gets poffeffion of the heart, there can nothing be
pecformed thatis acceptable to God: Therefore
fetamanin his fervent defire, ferve God with re-.
joycing and chearfulnefs, .. . . o T
Lt of this World,

10, T cannot bug admire that the Defire to God
fhould be commended for a joy or delight , whereas
it brings sathing to.me but forsow ox heavmcfsé.

s an

E
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and difturbs all my delight, where ever it comes,yet
itis not fo furely founded as mineis 5 for ¥ have all
things prefent wherein I may place my delighr, that
is to fay, my Money, my Goods, my Wife, my
Children, my Meatand Drink, my content in the
Creatures , my Companions, great Feafts, with
other pleafant Paftimes: Thefe and fuch like T have
prefentin my Garden of pleafure and delighe, thisis
another kind of delightthen the joy which men take
through the Defire to God, for by this we are
efteemed among all men, busby the. Defireto God
weare defpifed and contemned among all men.

Defireto God,

11, O Defireto God! Benot overcome by thg
carthly corruptible lut of this world,which is cloath-
ed with ‘death, and can produce no joy, bur what
is fubjeto death, yet the luft ofthis World thinks
it begers and briags forth living joys, andthisisthe
great blindnefs which the luft of this World is {ub-
ject unto, by reafon of which, the Soul (which is the
life of man) ought to confider wetl with herfelf,what
luftor defire fhe (ubmits unto, foreither her (alvati-
on or damnation depends upon it, becaufe the Soul
fhall be judged according to the defire ta which {he:
hathyielded, therctore S, Paul Gaith, Luft net after
ewil things, Yea Chift himfelf (aith, Whofocver Look-
eth upon & womanmith luit or conoupifence, hehath al-
veady committed adultery with her, and, whofoever de-
[fiveth ot coveseth anosher mans goods, the fame is alrea-

dy
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dy(before God) a thiefin his own heart 5 and whofo-
everalfo hatha defire or dclight in envy, to revenge,
the (ameis (before God)inbis defirea Murthexer
therefore is the defire to God the falvation, and the
defireto this World is the condemnation,  Let eve-
7y Soul confider well om sbisy

Lujtof this World,

t2. Odeare! Ircannot befobadasitis faid, To
what end hath God Created the World, butthata
man fhould take his delight, and live merrilyin its
for Wine and every thing that is delightful, was cre=
atedand groweth up forthe ule of man, further,
Gold, Silver, and every thing thatiscreated, iscre-
ated for men,  that they thould take their delightand
plealiare therein,

Why then fhould men accountitafin ? “Tisno-
thing but hypocrifie thatis pretended by it: Let.us
eat and drink, and enjoy the good things, and not re-
gard fuch matters, when the time of death comes,
then we may confider of it, “tis yet too foon to think
on this, and to vex or difquict out felves, we cando
nothing in it, we moft leave it to Chrift, he
died the death for us, and thereby he hath taken out
fins upon himfelf; thercfore may 1 ( Lultof this
World) well continue in my power, and not fuffer
iy felfto be overcome; for my lultis muchnearex
to the Soul then the defire to God : forafmuch as the
fame Soul is chiefly begoren out of my luk, by
reafon of which , fhe cannot fo cafily ,forfatc

the
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the fame , neither do I alfo advife her to ir

Defireso God.

13, Hark how unlimited the luft of this World
enlargeth itfelf, yeaover the whole circumference
of the World,and if it eould enter Heaven, and take
or bring the heavenly God under herluft, itwould
attemptit, and not defift from it: Butno, the gate
of Heaven is fhutagainfir, and God remaincth ef-
femtially in his pure eternal heavenly Joy, where nci-
ther death nor damnationcan approach or take any
places for death cannot dwell or confift withlife
neither corruption with eternity, fo thatitis (by the
cffe@) found true, that the defire to God overcomes
the luft of this World: ‘Fherctoreforeit is very re-
quifite that men forfake the loft of this World, and
adhere to the defire to God 3 for it is readily con-
ceived by the humane underftanding, that the beft is
1o be chofen and loved for the lovliett or moft excel-
lent: Therefore O ye Souls of men, be ye no long-
erthus blinded, as te chufe the Juft of this World
before the defire of God, orto efteem thatfor the
Tovelicft, fecing there is fo great a-difference therein,
yeathe differenceis, life and death, falvation and
damnation: Therefore the defirero God fhail re-
main and live joysully with God, and the lut of this
World fhall perifh in the damnable death.

Luft of this World,

14, Thou talkeft much of my death, but 1 think
Tive




g2 Thehird Difpucation.

Tlive more merryly then thy felf ; for fo faras T can
perceive, thy joyis altogetherinan uncertain hape
or belief, andmy delightisall prefent, Ican both
tafte and feelit: Why wilt thou bragg and talk fo
much ofthy future joy, the certainty whereof is neis
ther known nor felt: Thold with my joy and luft of
this World, whichis prefentand [land’: confirmed
inall prefent created things, which a man may han-
dle, taftand feel, and whetein allthe World s de-
lighted, and are very well contented, if they be not
sffaulted by the divine righteoufnefs, andit God
would let me beat quiet, Ifhould then enjoy no
vexation of trouble, and thould live alwaies at reft :
but the defireto God brings always bis judgment
wpon me, and therefore I muft firive againdt ir, and
muft with my luft overcome it, otherwile my King
dome muft perith: Therefore let every one thac
wouldlivein my lufts, ook wellta ic, that he with
my lufls deftroy the defireto God, befure it befo
firong as todefroy me, which canneverbe berter
effedted, then to be wholly inclined to the luft of this
World, and by whollz riving out of the heart the
defireto God, * Takeshu freely toheart, ye that are
worldly people, and ler s bej oyfulin our time, for who
knaowesh bow long it fhall continues .

DefiretoGod,

15. O tranfitory luft of this World ! How ex-
actly doftthou bring thy own judgment upon thine
own felf, fothatthou art Iyable to death ; for fccgng

’ thou

The third Difputation, 73

thou perceive®t inthee, thatthy Kingdome cannot a-
bide fax evertherefore thou muft at leaft acknowledg
that thou art without Godsfor God is eternalyand fhall
atfo everlaftingly continue, which isa certain or fure
argument,that the defire of God thall overcome thec:
Thercfore ye fenfes and thoughts, fet your whole
delight in the defireto God, and be not feduced by
the fuft of this World, foritis deceittul to the Soul,
and hath mif-led the humane generation from the be-
ginning of the World: For had not the luft of this
World entred intothe heart of 4dam, he had not
tranfgrefied the Commandment of God, and be-
caule he foll owed the luft, therefore death feized up-
on him, which he bequeathed to all his Children,and
made them partakers of it: therefore hath the fame
death power over #dam and all his Children,fo long
asthey continue in the luft of this World : bur if any
onc deny himfelf,and forfake the luft of this World,
he may (through Chrifty become delivered from 4=
dam’s death,

* Luf of this World,

16, 1have oftentimes heard this, that men talk of
denying and forfaking themfelves : But how thouid
amanlive thenin jollity ¢ Forby thy felf-denyal I
muftleave my luft, 2nd my luftis my lifeand joy:
and if Twere rid of it, then'would death be my Ma-
fter : Therefore T defire not to fubmit to thy felf-de-

“nial: and morcover, I canlook upon felf: denial no
K othet.
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otherwile then anew Herefie, whereby 2 man may
be feduced:by reafon of which T exhort the world-
1y lenfes and thoughts, that they continue in my luft,
and then they cannot be deceived with any Novel-
ties which are unknown : But I am very well known,
and have dwelt in the heart of man, fromthe begin-
ning of the World, by means of whichI am well
known by all the Generations of the Earth, and eve-
ry onc lovethme, becaufe Tam ufed by them for
pleafure or delight : Yea the worldly defire is fo
inlove with me, thatitlabonrs day and night, and
hazards body and life to enjoy me = But concerning
thedefive to God, methinks thereisno manhathia
lovetoit, for it bringeth nothing but d2mmage, lofs
and difquict to myGeneration: Therefore " cannot
fubmit my felf under the defire to thy God.

Defireto God.

17, Othou worldly luft! Thou carrieft thy felf
very envionfly againft me, and rejecteft all my fim-
ple virtues, which are the fruits of my body, and art
not moved by any virtue of mine:  Therefore [
fee no other remedy betwixt thee and me,but that we
both appear before the Judgment of God, each of us
with his Generation, and letnsbe Judged bythe Ju-
flice ofGod:for our difference is fogreat,thatwe can-
not be reconciled, becanfethou art from the Earth,
and I am from Heaven, and whatever the Judgment

" of God pronounceth upon us, T will be contented

withit: For I'very well know, that the fentence of .

God

! The third Difputation. 5

lcoi is irlnpmial, hand ha}:h no refpe of perfons,bu
looks only upon them which fuffer ere-
with we muit both be fatisfied. € wrongsdad there

Luft of this World,

18, Ha, wilt thou plead withme ! 1 know a re-
medy forit, if thou comeft to this I fhall confer with
my luft, who fhall drive away and enfecble thy Ju-
ftice = For I have oftentimes(when thou waft in thy
Prayer, Servicesand Ceremonies)driven thy prat-
ling righteoufnefs away,and taken it out of thy heart,
whichis no skill to me, becaufe the dore of the heart
ftands open before mesyerthou fometimes thinkeft by
thy rightcoufnefs, to fhat the heart of man fiom
me: ‘but no, 1cangetopenthe door, and as foon
as I enter, then muftthy rightconfnefs depart and
give way unto me, and refigne the placeto my Iufts,
for tebring inits affociates: Therefore am I more
gloriousand mighty inmy Service or Office, then
thou art: and 1 keow alfe well when I canufe my
Iufts and delights no longer in this World,that I may
notwithftanding be faved by my merits, and the
graceof God, “Why then doft thou talk of thy ap-
pealing tothe fudgment of God? And what T here
fpeak for my defence before God and thy felf, that
fpeak I not oyt of my felf, but I fpeakitoutof the
gachsng which I daily receive from my School-ma-

er,

K2 Defire

Early English Books Online, Copyright © 2019 ProQuest LLC
Images reproduced by courtesy of Bodleian Library




76 Thethird Difputation,

Defireto God,

rg. Jperceive well what thou intendeft, thou wilt
appeafe and pacifie God with thy loft and righteonf-
ncfs, when thou neither canft nor maift enjoy the luft
of this World any longer,which I do not believe,but
will wait forthe Judgment of Godt.ereupons there-
fore Lcall upon God (1o whommy defire is)hat he
would be yleafed to feparate us by his righteous Judg-
ment : For we cannot accord,by means of which we
cannot ferve togecher:For we prove or finde by cxpe-
rience,through the Adiion which we fhew againft one
another, thatwe have each of us a particular Lord
whom we ferve: Therefore it is my requeft and
graycr to tbc§racious,righrcous God, thathe would
¢ pleafed to feparate us, and fentence cach onc of us
to his own place..

Conclufion upon the Third Difpu-

tation.

T the requeft of the defire to God, the effential

. Deity (in herrighteous Being) did take notice
of the feveral Spirits andDifputations,and made each
of them manifeftand known, initsown Being, Di-
fpofition and Nature, whereby cach one brought
with him his own Judgment,& pronounced the fime
upon themfelves,and that through the power of God,
and.

The third Difputation. 77
and by the Spirit of his rightconfnefs, which thewed -
it felf in the Oldnef(s of Time over allthe Works of
God, which hitherto were wrought from ~dam 1il
Chrift, and from Chrift till unto the cffential day
for ro comprife the divided works into one work, by
which God is known in a heavenly Being and lite of
righteoufne(s and liveth in his bumanity, and is Spiric
&Being,and maketh manifelt the Uniformity of God
inthe Lite,by means of which we arcinabled to forfake
all the works of the earthly divided nature, the which
is the decree and fentence upon all divided workings,
which are wrought ( infeveral manness) between
God and the Humanity, Confider well upon this ye di-
vided Spirits how that through the Spirit of Old-age,
all Difputations which are undertaken ( outof the

g time) in felines or propriety ceafe and
cometoan end : Forin God thereis no f’ifpmation
nor Controverfie: Therefore cannot the ownthip
or [eltne(s which hath her work (in difcord and en-
mity) againft the Uniformity of God, have no place
nor dwelling there,. 15 d srue.

B The
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The Preface to the Proverbs.

Hen 1was s Child, I grew upin the
Child-hood from thencein the waxe

ing up 101he0ld Age,it was requifire

torake care 1o paff forvh of she Childe

hood intethe Manlinefs: Unto whigh
Manlings I conld not aizaine, bus through many works
tngs of feveral Spirits, which every one in parsicular had
#heir work and time in me.

Andthis wes gt firft in the Childifh Spirie, Srom
whense was begotten the S, pirit of own-hip or felfnef§
whichSpiris of Selfnef begers the Spiriz of Wrathyandthe
Spirit of Wrarh begets the S, pirit of Revemge, and the
Spirit of Revenge begets the Spiris "f, Cendzmmtian,mn’
the Spirit of Condemnation begets the Spirit of Deashr,
and the s piris of Death begets or procures the depariure
of thegodly Life fromthe Humanisy s andsheje fore -
named Spirits with their Adhberenss, are all together
againfl Gdand fight all alike againft she Nature of God,
afweﬂ in Difpuses and Contertionsy @ in Force and Vie
olence, whereif the Reader may take good notice, Thefe
Spiriss I fay (when 1 was Young) 1 found in my way
which 1 Travelled, in their Diiputes and Debases lgaiﬂ{f

© T ke

~

Preface. 49.
the Being of God 5 and 1viewedthem in their wa{k, Jor
Ifaw tbfmf]hnd juftinmy paffages and they hindred
meinmy Fourney, that Iwas forced to frand flill till the
Old-agecame, and tookme by the hand and lead me by
them, which no man elfe coulddo, bus the Spirit of the
Chrift-like Ageswhich hai Travelled she fame way before
ey by means of whish he had power 1o remeve the Spi-
yits ont o[ the way, r: the endthat I (the Child-hood )

ight Tyavel forward.
” i And w};m Lbeheld this, then yielded my [elf 10
the 0ld-age, andwas (inwmy growiug up) willing 10 e
taught and advifed by it 5. for I found by experience, tha
o man elfe cozld inftruél metothe Kingdom of Gody but
the Old perfect Ageof Christ y bymtans of which I paf-
fed by all Difputings and Contentious Spirits , and
Jet iy Soul wnder the Spirit of the shedience of God,
or 10 receive in my Youth the Dodfrines and Sentences
of the perfed? Old-Age of Chrift, wnder the [nme Spirit.
3. Foraslong as one runs and hunts with Efan over
the fields,fo long be cannot receive the Doc¥rine of Chrift
in the heavenly Being, the which the 0ld- Age hath ¢f~

fally tanght me.
ﬁ”:;”%hdﬁm{mwb as 1 found that the teashing of the
Old-Agewas srue, therefore opened Imy Soul 1o receive
and keepshe fame, till 1 was effensially grownup into
she old- Age.

The
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The Proverbs or Sentences of the Old-
oAgetothe Child-hood or Youth.

YOUTH, Seeing thou fubmittelt

thy felf tobe taught of the Old-Age,

therefore be attentive to my Sayings ,

which I here by way of affiftance figure

forthuntothee: and obferve them ef-

fe@ually (after the Being of God)in thy humane na-

tore,

1. Take heed always thatthou make no Conten-

tion, neither before God nor before men: butcon-
tend againft thine own iniquity.

2. Build not a houfeupona place where thereis
no firm foundation: that is, make no dwelling place
forthy Soul buc only in the Being of God: where
{he may live peaceably,

3. Entruft no truth where lies govera and are ma-

T,
4. Look for no freedom under the bondage of the
fleth, or che carnal interefts

5. Think

: H

Proverbs of Old-ehge, &rc. 8t
. 5. Think not to fisde Wifedom among carthly
00ls.

6. Promife thy felf no riches for (lf interelt
whillt thou art poor: nos any life, whiledeath s thy
Lord: notany joy, folongas fadnefs bears fway:
For contrarietics cannot endute together: where the
one comes the other muft pafs away. :

7, Ulfe not many words tothe deafe, for hecan-
not hear thee: neither fpeak againtt the dumbe:  for
he can give thee no anfiwer,

8. Sow no wheat in the ftony hill : for it cangot
grow there, . .

9. Setnotup acandle tothe blind, forit is coft
and labqyrte no purpofe.

10, Hearmuch, and fpeak little: for thou haft
two ears, and but one mouth.

11, Enjoyfew goods for thincown, and peflcfs
great riches inthe Chriftian liberty : for to haveno-
gxing, and to poffefs much, isa fecret treafure in

od. .

12, Make choifeof a faithful heart for thy beft
treafure: for out ofa faithful heare may come much
gooad, both for foul and body, and before God and
Ran. Forhe that loveth faithfulnets fhallbe pre-
ferved byit: and his name fhall be fpread abroad
both in heaven and upon earth, .

13. The wealth of this ‘world is poverty init felf :
and the poverty of this world(namely poot in Spiric)

iswealthin God,

.14, When the winter isthy Lozd or Mafter, tht\:’n
: e
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82 Proverbsof Old-Age,

sive obedience to iti and coofider that it maft Y A

‘irit have its time, before fammer can come. .23 If thou ““" ‘}'t“kﬂ‘l_“d 3{%0;“‘50““& much ¢

15, Letthe time have its feafon: then isitrightly itisavictory inthe ftrengti ot fo0d.

ordered by its mafter. . .. 24. Takeno delightor pleafure inthy felf,before
16, Ifthon lovelt the virtue ot goodaefs of God thou haft paft theough forrow : of hafta furc hope

in rigeehoufnefs, thea thou muft hateand refift all within thee,that 't thall be overcome: ncither (eck for

vice:orthe Doveand the Bauiconnever fly together: horour betore thou halt known reproach : for other-

b o - wife thou maift receive difgrace inftead of honor.

10 the Youth. 8

?n: lg;f: ;i{;:l:c Woolfand the Lamb feed ot patture 25, Whatfoever difplealeths éhec inanother, lct
it i 1 he fame take no place in thee: and what thou art wil-

£7. The ftrength or pawer of wifedow ( through o P :
the patience ofngbn{k) Pis known, by fuffering that ling to have done unto thee, dothatalfo toan?zhcr.
which s contrary to her. 26. Benotinlove with that which God hateth:

18, A mancannot b patient, unles he be freed and hatcsngt ‘.k"‘}:v:‘c}} Gsdg)vslth-d fire, chen th

. and fetat Lberty from his. carthly dcﬁre&: neither wilztz;o' c‘:“eﬂ;‘l:i; Z"yc v‘:rizk:d h(f)e lsn ‘ : :lh;,SouI: foon:
may a man obin defre o God, uslef¥be firl out of the defire of the heart is the life begottea either

{orfake the luft of this World, -

19. Give rather.chen receive: for Wﬁpfg giye(h to God, orto the Devil.

28. Make with God a feparation betwixt Heaven

h:nhram an over-plas, and he thit recet¥ath, is in.‘ and Eagch, that thou maift with God inhabit Hea-
g, | TS S Tl e
then thou kréoweﬂfu noufor Y—?}E’ y meui,us‘ls e t}?vc the Eart%\ her Soul. For the heavenly Souf and the
the knowledge of virtue. erefore believe them Y ; e -
not which fay, I know the trath : and dothe gomra:y,, f:;‘cmy Soul, muft cach live or dye in their own n&
1. Be notwife inthy feli: neither liftup thy. ' > ] . . .
i ; 4 : . alice : butmenintheknow-
heartin thy pofifions ot propicty - But ifchoube lcdzgof ﬁfcc}l‘s,dx;?;::élcycca be as fitly asa Dove
homble of heart, thou fhale then be exaltec. dg el as 4 Serpent s 4
2. promile nothing unlefs thou wilt perform it: an f Iir't\‘kz good hsed to God's jnward fpeaking
and(fii rix_ve n:raghgmﬂ h‘:mgh?lt . {coo([tn:\go[t“ybf:‘r d;"& inmy'hcm (tothe rcncwingotlifcj and lecche in-
. nor defire thatthing which thou can obrain,an : b
swhich. belongs ot bntothee. ’ {gzac\kc: of the Concupifcence of the flefh pals by ) .
’ 22 X RN La 31, Behold
) : ;
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84  Proverbsof Old-1Age

" 31. Behold how lovelyare the fect of the meffen-

gers, which come from the mountains, that publith
the divine peace i the Soul,

32, Seek the Lord with thy heart, while heisto
be found.

33, Letthe wicked depart from his ungodly Be-
ing, and door perform that whichis good, in the
holy Being of God. .

34. Theré is no man good,but he thatdoth good
in God: for God is the fupreameft Good : and with~
out the Being of God, there is not any goad.

35. Godis faithful: butthe perverle nature re-
volis from him, and liketh nothing of his.

36, Whea thy heart is at reft, then difquiet ic
not. N :

37, Putorcaft away from theeall tranf(greffing
thoughts, where with'thon haft wanfgrefled: and
makethee (through God’s Being) anew heart, and
anew fpirit:

38, Advife not with them that have an ill opinion
of thee,

39. When fear and terror {eize upon any man, it
makes his own evil to convince him,

40, Beangry and finnor: and letnot the Sun go
downupon thy wrath:

41, When Chrift turns him to thee, then turn
thouafo tohim, .

42, A patient manis better then he thar will rafh-
ly rebuke or reprove znother,

‘ 43 When

to the Youth, 8y

43, When aman thinks his work is done, then 2
mans work is fcarce begun,

44. Goodnefs and Fidelicy meet each other inone
way.
45. Perverfe thoughts feparate from God,becaule
they work againtt God in their propriety or felf-

nefs,

46, Theholy Spiritthat giveth inftrucion, will
fy from the Hypocrite: and will withdraw him-
{elf from the thoughts, thatare without underftand-
ing,

g47, No man can walk in two paths,nor ferve two
Matfters.

48. Be patient in chine affliction : and be quiet
minded when thou art chaftized : for it is the will of
God, that all earthly things fhall be fubje to chan-
ges,becaufe the man (hould undexftand,that he oughe
notto put histruft inany divided or imperfect ftate
or condition.

49.Be not too preflumptious to reprove every one:

for he that conftrues all matters at the beft, the fame
procures to himfelf many friends. Co

50, Be curteousto everyone : bur yet fearce truft
one among 4 thoufand,

51. Safety among them thatare poor, is better
then fear among thofe that are rich:

52, Hethatwill be liberal defireth nothing 3 and
hethat defireth nothing isrich: for all defires are
poor and needy.

53+ Putno wine into a bottomlefs Veffel : :md‘ be

S , ilent
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86  Proverbsof Old-Aye,

filent among them which cannot conceal their own
defedts.

54. He thar will not be reproved, healfo muft
not reprove another,

55. Theundesftanding of the wife is humility,

56, He thatwould enjoy peace, let him prepare
or fit his heart to endure oppofition.

57. Hethatexalts not hiafelf in his honour, nor -

putceth his truft in his riches 5 he cannot allo be
gricved in his poverty and meannefs: forall things
are witha man according as he himfelf is,

58, What thou art not willing to have done unto
thee, that do not thou alfo to anather.

" 59. Bridlethy tongue, and (peak mildly and {pa-
tingly, left itbring thee into forrow.

60. Be not rafh in giving councel; and judge nat
‘unlefs thou art certain; and neceffity require it.

61. Few words are a fign of an underftanding
hearr,

62, There/hall nothing remain but that which can .
endure its adverfary oroppofition,

63, The heavieft burden that the unilluminated
man hath to bear, is thevirtue or goodnefs of God:
beeaufe he loves it not, and he himfelte knows not
how to deny himfelf in bis {clf-intereft or propriety.

64. Tolive jultly isto do the fame thatra man
commands another to do. . .

65. Account the hatred of enemies for thy own
?_onur : for he is wretched that cannot endnrte adver-
ity .
66, Keep

tothe Youth:s - 87

66, Keep thy felf alone inthe One among a mul-
titude. .
67. Poffefs nothing arall , and enjoy orufe all

things in the fulne(s of life,

68. He that would be capable of high matttrs,
let him firft humble or fubmir himfelfto the loveft

lace.
P 69. VVhoisof better quality, then he that turas
himfelfaway from evil qualitics.

70. The Heavenis high, whea the feet reft upon
the Earth.

71. Ifthou wouldeft be watchful, betake thy felf
to {leep,

72. Let the time bring forth itstime : for the day
giveth ts light forlabor: butthe night bring its reft
in darknefs. .

73. Hethatknoweth not himfelf,is hafty to judge
another.

74. Ifthou wilt become good, then put away
that from thee whichthou miflikeftin another: for
no man can be 2 good Judge, unlefs he can judge a-,
nother out of himfelf, )

75. He that condemncth the innocent; woundeth
his own Soul: for wherein one judgeth another,
therein he condemns himfelf. . .

76. 1fany thing be faid unto'thee in fecrer, oria-
trufted thee by a friend, keep thatmore fafe then the
goods which he putsinto thy cuftody.

77, Benotfuddenly a friend = butif thon arrone

(.
be(m‘!ﬁ:‘m ' 28, Gold
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88 Proverbs of Old-Age

48. Gold is tryed inthe fire, and a friend in ne-
ceffity,

79. Love thy friend afweltinhis ablence,as when
he is prefent. ’

80, Deliberate long before thou undertakeft: and
swhatthou hatt advifedly confidered, thatda with
expedition.

Q1. Take advice of no man, unlefs thou fee be-
fore hand, thathe can well advife himfelf.

82, Let thy refpect beever had tothe Eagt, in
the openair, wherethe Sun rifeth, that thou maift
enjoy its fruitfulacis in thy ficld.

- 83. Shun always the North, becaufe it is there
cold and fharp,

84. Benot thincown Judge, left thou fhew thy
£elf partial in thy judgment: and revenge notthy felf,
1eft others be revenged on thee: T fay, Vary notwith
;hy (‘cilf, butlet that which is beft be alwaysbeft be-

oved.

85, Wafhthine eyeswith eye-water, tothe end
they may endurc the light of the Sun: for thelight of
the Sun proceeds from fire,

86, Strengthenthy bones with marrow, " and thy
feet with conftancy, that thou mait hold out when
thou art to travel through the WilderncSs,

7. Efablifh thy heartinthe everlafing perma-
uent Being of God, tothe end.it be not furprized
with the divided mutable things. : :

88. Let not thy Soul be comforred with any
thing, but with the divinc natuse of Chsift 3 which
is the fole comfort of the Soul, 89.Give
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to the Yonth, 89

89». Givenot thy felf over to carthly fenfuality s
nor fuffer it to dwell in thy heart to (atisfie its will: for
God hath prepared or provided the heart for himfelf
fora Temple of his dwelling,to gather into it his hea
venly Treafures, .

90..Lay up thy. Treafuresin Heaven, that they
be notftoln nor taken away from thee : but firften-
quire ofthe Lord of Heaven , where his Heavenis,

9dx. Benot wifeinthy felf: but learn wifedord of

God.

92, Obferve (through the light of Chrift) the uni-
form or cternal Decree of God : and take notice of
the difference that is between the effentialliry of God,
and the bruitifh divided Heathenifm. Andif thou
knoweft this (through thelight of Chrift) then thou

% ywiltnot defireto chafeaway the Angelfrom Dara-
:dife : ‘neither wilt thou defire to break down the walls
of Ferufaiem: nor alfo to ferch or carry away the

Golden Veflels of the Templeinto Babylon: nor to

pecform any frange divided Services (out of the liv-

ing Templeof God) contrary tothe boly mniform

Service of God: noral(o toconfule oradvife with

the carthly divided Spirits, wholivein the lufts of

the carthly Being, peculiarly for themfelves, with~

outtheuniformlife,
93.He that will not build an Ark with Noe,whete-
inwill he preferve his Family (which are his Seafes
and Thoughts) for a remnant ? For it was ncver yet
found that the people of God, or the houfe ~f Tfracl,
and the brutifh. Heathens , have bad fellow(hip one
M with




go  Proverbsof Old-Age
withanother. 1 have found and do teftifie it tothee
fortruth: that the miftery of God continues always
in her own -effentiallnefs, and hath fhewed and kept
her power, fignes and wonders, in her uniform com-
munity or fellowfhip: fo that the Heathen could not
accufe or charge Iiracl with this:- unlefs it were for
this caufe, That Ifrz2el had forfakeatheuniformity of
God, and had brought the Arkor the Covenant of
God (which he received from God) tothe Heathens :
by reafon of which he muft then fall under the power
of the Heathens, For when Ifraclletthe T Arkbe
taken away, ot yiclded itup, then God withdrew- his
powez from him : fothat there was no more Vico-
1y, tillthey by cricsand prayersto God, obtained
the Arkagain,

1 The Arki the Defireor Iy ‘lf“l.iﬁ:
and swhen we yeeld she [ame te the

of Ge

94, Take notice of Ifiacl andthe Heéathen inthy
Humanity o elfe thou fhalt never have the kaow-
ledg of them: For God will bekaown- where heis
and fo will aliothe Devil: thatis; every thing’ muft
be known in its own nature. R

5. A Ship cannot Gile withour Waters and
a Bird cannot fly withont Feathers; and the Bo-
dy cannot live without Spiric or Breath : There-
fare learn.to know every thing in its own Na-

tures .

dob

mb? Nature, shen avews forfaken-

to'the Youth, 01

ture s and then thou wilt noterr, otbe abufed by
miftake,

96. Regatd not the cry of Birds, nor the barking
of Doggs: but give car to the voyce of the Lord,
which calis thee forth of the datknels of the earth, to
his heavenly light.

97, Apply thy Soul to the fervice of God, and
be united with his Spirit: that he may preferve thee
from the wild beafts, which live and keepthemfelves
it the Defart,

8. Turn away thy defire from all unrighteou(-
nefs: and affet that whichis pleafing uato God
for the Being of unrighteoufnefs muft perifh inics
own work.

99. Letthe life bebuilt up or inftrn@ive in thy
fife, bothbefore God and man: then fhalt thou be
¢ftablithed in thy life, both by God and man. -

100, Ifthoulove faithfulnefs and truth,chen will
faithfulnefs and eruth meet thee.

101, Be fober and temperate in thy Jife 5 and let
not the gluttonous Concupifcence take place inthy
heart: (o fhall thy body be keptin health,

10, Letunchaft defires take no room inthy heart,
and then will thy heartbe clean.

. ¥03, Refift the wrathful Spiric : and then thy
Spiritthall be_incorporated and united with the hu-
mility of Chrift, and thy foul falt find reft.

164. Love not the World, nor the thingsthatare
therein: but bring thy love to God in'Heaven, then
fhall it abide againft all corruption in the eternal life.

M2 105, Let
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92 Proverbs of Old-Age

105, Lernotthy Soul be at quict without the Be-
ing of God,neither take up thy reft in earthly things:
for that reft will prove unquictpefs to her,

106, Keep thy Senf(esand Thoughts conftantly
10 God: and lock not after vain things which thou
muft leave behind thee : And it God fpeaks tothecin
thy Soul, defer notto hearken to -him : and con-
fult not with fiefh and blood.

107. Let the Spiritof the Lord be always thy
Toundation or ground of allthou doft or leaveft un-
done: then fhall thy work ftand fa@k: and letthe de-
fire or delight of thy heart be always in the work of
}hc Lord = thenfhall God work with thee for a blef-

ing, -
308. Sow not thy feed inwinter, when the Sun
hath no power.

109. Labour not for thy felf upon the Sabboth :
for ivis the Lords Feftival, in which we fhall fan@i-
fic him: and by which we al{o fhall become fandificd
by the Lord.

110, Repulfenot the poor: but give Almes unto
him of thy goods: but before thou giveft them, learn
1oknow thetrue godly poor, leaft-thou befiow them
upon the wicked.

111, The poor that is proud muftridea wooden
horfe, fo that it were better for him to go a foot,

112. An old unchaft perfon drinks his own blood,
and will be choaked therewith,

113, Hethat iswrathful murders his own Soul
by an cnvious Spirir,

114, A

T

tothe Youth.. 93

114, Agreedy heart istied faftin Hell, and is
bound with the fetcers or chains of covetoufacfs, fo
that he hath no te(t neither day nor night : buta pati-

. ent {uffering heart (chat is frec from the defire of felf-
ends)is a Temple and habitation of God.

115, Let not the covetoulnels of the flefh make
thee a thief.: for theft ishighly forbiddenof God,
and mutt be punifhed by the rightcous Judgmentot
God. .

116, Letnot thy heart be ftirred up to the lying
Spisit, for totekeadelightto it: for the mouth that
telleth lies flayeth the Soul.

117, Neither invent nor frame to thy felfany earth-
ly Image or figure: forit will lead away thy Soul
from the cfientiel God : ‘Therefore itis highly for-
bidden of God, lab'(f:amc any Images out of the

arthly Being or Subftance. e
¢ 1 xsy. BSec% for no comfort from Idols, which will
lead thee aftray from thetrue God.  Foralithe De-
fies, Senfes, and Thoiaghts that are not obedient to
the ellential living God, they miflead the Soul from

Goxdtg Plowand fow thy land with diligence, that
it may yeild fruit voto thee, whereby thou maift live:
for when the land is not tilled, then it licth wafte, and
ields not any fruic tolive by.
y :1 20. Giv:ytothc Beaft th);.t is profitable and ufeful
upon the earth, and is undes thyhand and command,
its requifite food and fuftenance:left when it hath fer-
ved thee,aod thou haft detcined its food,itcall toGod

for ve:.geance upon thee. 121
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fa@ion) tocontend with theearthly knowledg: But
asis faid, Compare onc Reafon or Knowledg with

94 P raverbs of 0ld-Age,

121, Strive not againft thetruth, left it condemn

thee: neither take upon thee (without her confent or

command) to Contend or Difpute for her: for fhe the others and let him ( like a hosfe thatis mad aod

is powerfull ( without thy ftrength ) todefend her- furiousyrun himfelf to death: for there is notany

felf. ; other advice to be givens : .
122, Ifany one(out of his reafon or skill) witl di- 123. Suffering is often times berter then Rrife,and

fpute o argue about the truth ( with whichitisnotto death then lifc : But have ever adefire and love 1o the

be attained)then fhall not the fimple effential Difciple life of God,

of Chrift intermeddle therewith nor oppofe him ¢ but 124. Have nofellowthip with thofc that fet up de-

he hall compare or conter one reafonior knowledg bate and faction : snd always appeafe_the rage of

1w another, & take heed tohis calling in the obedience . wrath ; fofhall the peace of God mectwith thee: For

of God: for the Kingdome of God confifts not in any awrathfull manisa hell full of Devils. Therefore

Difputes or arguings 2gainlt the {elf- minded know- Jearn tobe meck , and thou fhale bea freind in the

ledg : butitis loveand peace inGod: andthe man fight of God and man. i R

that hath no affetion thereunto, he fhall be let alone “12%, Benotdouble tongued nor inconftantin thy

ccchess nor promife unlels thou perform,¢re. For

in his condition, till the time that he defitcth peace in {p

God,and learns toknow himfelf: and when heknows 2 dead dogg that barks not.is better then a man that

himfelf, then he will ot any more defire to difpute Jiveth ina dying and deceitful Being - forthe lying
Spiitis the wombe of allfins anditbrings the man

in the defence of the fubtile knowledg : for he- hath < ang
then fo much to do within himfelf, that he may well fo far, that he is the very Devil himfelf.
forget another whichis without hien: for itis then 126, Keep thee from the poyfon of Scrpents 5
high timeto figh,cry and pray to God,that he would and forget not the rage and wrath of Lions: for
give him power, that he may refift and overcome his they are ableto do mifchief. R
ownevil ; and further topraife God, that hig eycs 127, Take heed tharthe night-Ow! make not 4
are oy encd to {ee liis own evil: Andthis happens al- neft inthy head - ‘but moft of ally x_hatrxpc Devil at
together in the hidden beatt, feom whence the earth- noon-day (which is the feeming holinefsinthe fef)
, ly knowledg muft depact and give place ¢ for where getnodwelling place withthee. .
men defire no adherence to any ountward thing, nor . 128.Pray to the Spirit of the Chriftly Nature,that
he would take thee into his houfe to preferve thee

to make any controverfic about clementifh things
(for felf intereft:ytherc they need aotto difpute,nor(in

for he is the true preferver of the Souls of meén.
faction) -

129. Put
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96  Proverbsof Old-2Age

129. Put good Oylintothy Veffel wherewith to
anoynt thee in time of nced, when thy-Soul is woun-
ded ¢ for Oyl fupples all things, and itis the patience
of Chrift himfelf, -

130. Drink good wine wherein thy Soulis de-
lighted - and keep thed from the winc by, which men
100fe their underitandings: for betweea wifedom and
folly there is great difference. .

131, Lecthy dyetbe healthful food, and lecthy
bread be of good wheat: and then fhall thy body be
kept in health: for according as the nature of the
tood is, which gpen feed upon, thereafter doth the
body receive alloits difpofition. Therefore let us
alwayes feed upon heavenly bread inthe Soul, and
chen fhall the Soul be made partaker of the heavenly
Nature, I

132, Cloath thy felf withcloth of the fineft wooll,
which fhall make thy body fupple or foft and hum-
blethy Soul: forthe fineft wooll cometh from an
humble fheep,and itis the patience of Chrift, |

133. 1akealways heed of 2 writhful and:. fediti-
ous wicked fpirit: for the fame murthers Souland
Body; infomuchthataman cannotgeta worfer ene-
my then the fameis. e

134, Where everthou comeftor fiayett, fet thy
felf always in the loweft place, and be ever of an
husble heart : by means of which thou fhalt_over-
come all fierce ot ftrange perverfe high-flown Spirits,
and thy Soul (hall finde reft.

135. Un~
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135, Vndertake no Travel or Journey by night,
but ftay within thy doors till day appears : for all
wild beafts are abroad in the night, to dévour what-
foever they finde inthe way.  And ifthou doft Tra-
vel, fay for good company before thouundertakeft
thy Journey : left inthy Travell thou be murther-
ed by thy own companions. And at all times go 10
the Dove for thy Ian, where menare well entertain-
ed: for 1 have been there. - And when thou depart-
cft the Inn, pay all the Charges thou haft expended,
and give to the maid-fervant 2 drinking penny for het
fervice, and then fhe will fricndly entertain thee at
another time: and if thou feefta husband man inthy
way plowing and fowing, falute him friendly, and
blefs his labour and encreafe: and be ever thankfull
both before God and man, fo fhalt thoubs accep-
table before God and man, and fhale obtain many
friends, both in Heaven and upon Earth, And
when thou hatt travelled round about Fersfaem

throughout alithe Lands of the twelve Tribes of It .t

racl, and haft beea in the Temple at Jerufalem to
ptrform thy offerings : then teavel towardsthe Land
of Galilee[ thatis, the ‘Land of converfion and there
chou fhalt fee Chrift,like as be aforehand bad told his
Difciples. _Further fec thoureft debtor to noman,
neither to God nor to man; thenthou maift be free
where ever thou comeft: and alfo thatthou(aslong
as thou travellety takea trave lling penny in thy putfe
(which s the chicfeft defire and loveto the righte~
Sulnels of God, and tothy neighbouras to thy (c'“i))
N witl
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‘with this a man may pafs his Journey till he come in-
1o the Heavenly Being :¢nd when e is come thither, woman 3 by reafon of whom,thou raifk fall off from
if be have nothing, yet he may poffel and cnjoy The holy macriage of God,and maift exclude thy flf
much: whichisthe perfection of life.  And when from the Kingdom of God: forthe S pirit of Chrilt
thou art come home from travel, then give laud and celtifies tha? s whoremonger hath no part in the
praifeto God, thathe hath keptand preferved thee ngdo;m of God, Andallthe children whichare
from all thine caemies, which {et themf{elves a_gnin& begotten of aWhote the fame are baftards and chil-
thee in thy Journey : foritis the greacmercy of God, dren begottenin whoredom, and may not have any
that Le prelerved the travelling Soul from the op- inheritance of their Father. -
pofite Spirits, till fhe come to his heavenly Being: " 128. Take heed alwayes of the unclean fpirir,and
136, Whentheu arrcomero thy full age, forto the lufts of the flefh, left they become Lord over thy
* beger children, then pray € Godthathe would Soul.
joynthee tod God-fearing or a pious woman(which 139, Letthe covetous fpirit and the luft of concu-
is the love to God's holy Being ) which is of one pifcence take up no dwelling place in thy beart,
heart and one foul withthee: otherwife ye fhall be 140. Look diligently to ity that thou be not de-
no married people, neither alfo fhall ye have an ceived by the proud haughty Spiric (whichis called
peace with God ot with one another: and your chil- Luifer) foritis a wicked Spirit, which drives away
drenwhich ye (hall beget together in contention,can- God from his holy habiation, and fets himfelf in the
notbe any legitimate children, For when God’s place of God: 2nd when the proud fpirit poffefleth
cffential Spiric, neither ‘makes nor joynes the marti- the dwelling place of God (the heart of the kumani-
age together, thenitis notany martisge ia hisholy ty)then he begets with the humanity the envious fpi-
Spirit. Andifa woman be joyned to thee by God, St of Cain: which isafpiris, whofe nature isto kill,
by whom thou obraineft children, then havea care and musder : and it can dono other but kill and muz-
tothe fune children, thatthou teachand educate der.
chemin the fesr of God, that God thereby may be ~ 141, O huraanity ! Beware of the envious Spirit,
honoured, and his name become fandified. Left it encreafe and become fruitful in thy heart: for
. throngh it proceeds flaughters and murders in the
carthly world. Thercfore be not conformable to

137. Keepthy heart, left it adhere to any ftrange

* The Sp'ﬁi{hm [peaks of bis Uniformity , b
" sobe fruitful therein, for tobring forth the carthly world, nor partaker thereott for itisun-
Uniform Children1olim in & godhy life,  derthe powerof the Divel: buttake thy flight and

: [ N 2

137. Keep recourle
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recourfe into the new world ( of whichthe Apoftle
Perer {peaks ) in which world we wait for 2 aew
Heaven, and anew Earth, wherein faith be dwel-
-leth righteoufnefs. In this world which is made new
by the Spirit of Chrift, there letthy {oul take com-
fortin God : forthe goodne(s of God rulesthere 5
andtheold is perithed and gone: Infomuch thatwe
cat noth'ng there but new pleafant food,for the health
of lifezand we drink there a heavenly excellent drink
withwhich the foul is refrefhed and delighted.

142, Take good heed to the heavenly hiddea
Trealuresof Godinthee: and make choiceof the
fame for the chicfeft wealth: for thereis no better
riches then the heavenly riches.

143, Givealwayes due reverence to the Throne
whereon the Deity fitceth: forit is worthy of much
honour : becaufe the Deity refteththereon, and the
refl brings forth unto her the holy Sabboth:

144. Reform thy dull underffanding : thatwhich
isearthly belongsto the carth, and defcends intoits
own mother, from whenceit hadits Original: for
it cannot come to Heaven, becaufe it came not from
theace : and what thou receiveft from Heaven, bring
itnotto the Earth: butlet it have its work iis Heaven
from whence it came - and if thou canft clearly di«
Ringuifh between the heavenly body and the easthly
body : then thy natural body fhatinot remain cons

cealed from thee,

145, Preparca fure place forthy beart, where it
may takereft: forthereft of the foulis thelife of
God. 146. Strive
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148. Sttive not againft the truth, left thoube
judged by the truth : fortrath muft overcome lies »
and bring them tonothing. )

147. Love alwayes that which Godin Heaven
Toveth, and appertains unto him : that thou (through
Jove) maift be made partakerof the heavenly rich-
e,
148, Accountthe fove of eartbly riches fora ha-
tred tothy Soul. )

149. Love nothing but thatwhich God loveth :
for God s loveitfelf: therefore we oughtto love
him.

150. Letthy foul liveinthe loveof God, then
will he livejoyfully : for withoue thelove of God
thereis no joytul life. .

151, He thatloveth not the Deity, the fame hath
no divine life: acither can he alfo ataintoa divine
Tife.
152 Hethat will attain to the love of God, he
nuft hate himfelf in his felt Iove:and chis hatred can-
not be attained but by the knowledg of himfelf: and
the knowledg of himielf cannot b ataained unto but
by the knowledg of God: Thesefore isthe know-
ledg of God the wombe of all virtue that leads to

d. -
Go‘”. God caufeth love to God: God honours
God : God delights in God : God feves God: God
praifeth God = God knoweth God : whatever is
Good, it comes from God: and what is Good;that
isGod: Godis, God was, and God fhall be : Go;iis
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isthe firft, Godisthelaft - Godis all Good, and
without God there isno Good - God isthe Being
of all Beings + God is the Caufe of all Caufes: God
is the Spirit of ali Spirits - in God isthe Heaven of
all Heavens: God dwelleth in the higheft, God
dweileth in the loweft, God dwelleth in the remo-
teft parts, God divelleth in the neareft parts - Who
can hide himfelf from his Spirit and Being # .And
whether thall we turn from him, where his Spiritis
not¢ God isthe lighrof the Soul : God is the rem-
nantof Life : and that Life is the joy of the Soul,
and the joy of the Soulisthe kindnefs of God 5 and
the kindnefls of God, is the humiliation of the Souls
and the humiliation of the Soul exciteth rhe love of
God, -todefend the Soul from the Devil: There-
fore faid the Spititof Clirilt, Learn of me, for 1 am
meck andlowly, and [o [hall your Souls finde reff.

154. Humility out of love is a Sacrifice of God -
and humility ourof compulfionisa punithment of
the Law.

155. Aslong as the heartjs not ruled nor aged
by the love of God, fo longisit lyableto pain and
forrow, and muft ftand bound to the fame pain and
forrow,

156. Lies caufea thamefull countenance, info
much that it alters the blood. He thatis a fervant to
truth is not athamed, becaufe truth keeps her fervant
from every thing that is untrue or unfaithful,

157, A theevith defire blindsit felf 5 becaufe it
covers the fight with her propriety or felf-intereft :

an
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and {t makes her paths dark: by reafon of which fhe
falls down into the pit of covetoulnefs,

“158." A [editious heart procures much trouble to
it felf : and ftirs up the multtude to cortention and
difcord,

159. A Soul thatis peacesble in God performs
many virtuous ations, both before God and man:
and is a Sun of Heaven that fhineth upon the Earth ,
tothe end we may walk inher light : apd an calight-
ned Soul hath nofellowthip with darknefs, neither is
fhe fubjec to it.

160, Appropriate notto thy felf, that which be-
longs to another.

161, Be ready and willing to forgive another his
offences: and God will be willing to forgive thee
thine offences. :

162, Heapnotfin upon fin, leaft thoube fmo-
thered under them : butas foon as thou perceiveft the
ﬁhn, depart from it prefently, left it overmafter
thee.

163. When thy Soul is touched or fpoken 1o by
the Spirit of the Lord, then peclenly anfwer him,
by doing his will: and confult notwith flefh and
blood, to take its will or advice.

164. Turanotrightinto wrong, nor take from
the poor his bread : helpto deliver the Captive, and
diftribute thy bread tothe poor ;- then fhall che Losd
caufe his light to rife upon thec, like the Sun of
Heaven.

165. Never thinkthat the eyes of the Loxdl(e,e

. thee
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thee noty nor that his ears hear thee not: for the
Loxd is alwayes prefent unto the humanity, beitci-
ther to life orto death: thercfore neicher fay nor
think, The Lord fees not what Ido,

166. Whatlocver aman {oweth, the fame (hall
he reap: hethat foweth tothe fielh , fhall from the
ftelh reap corruption s and he that foweth to the Spi-
ricof Chiift, he fhall reap from the Spirit of Chrift
she Life,

167. Be notovercome by evil : but overcome the
evil by the power of the good.

168, Delay notche time, when God callsthee:
for there isno time given to thee: but think in thy
heart, Thisis thelalt day and timethat God hath
given unto me, for repentance and amendment of
life: therefore give no credit to the 2dvice ofthe un-
godly, which fay, *Tisagreat while before the day
of the Lord comes, let usenjoy the pleafures of this
World.

169. Let not the wayes of God be burdenfome
tothee: butconfider, tharto walk in the wayes of
the wicked is heavy : for they lead to deftruchion or
condemnation,

170, Letnotthe love of this World overcome
the loveto God : butlet the love of God overcome
the love of this World, . .

171, Contend againft no man, buragainft thine
ownevil,

193. Whatfoever thou doft or fuffereft for to
make a divine peace, the fime is acceptable t@ Gmi‘i
am

tothe Youth, - 105

and it s his holy Setvice: for, Bleffed areihe peacy:
makers: and where peace is , there is God: not on
1y the peace of this world ( which for the moft partiy
ginedg but i is the peace of God in the Sou!, which
is the falvation,

173, -Let not the bitternefs of the eavious earth-
ly nature have any dwelling placc in thy heart: but
{weeten all things by the goodnefs of Chritt, snd'be
kind towards the goodaefs of God, and rowards
man: but firive or contend againft thine own evil,
whichisin thine heart; yetnotwith violeace , but
ywith the patience of Chrilt : for [uffering is che right
warfare, .

174, Pray unto God for a fuffering (pirit, which
hath'the {word of patience forits weapons which
fhall be unto theea valiant Champion againtt thine
encmies, and.that he would caufeall chings to be re-
pewed in thee,and a divine Soul given unto thee
through the fame Spiric.

175, If thou wilt graffe thy Tree betimes, then
grafic thereina good fience,or thoot of 4 good kind,
elfe the fruit will be of noaccount: for whatfocver
isnotgraffed, that yeilds wilde foure fruit: andlet
thy fruit be ripe,before thou gathereft or takeft them
off. -

176, Tntheordering thy tilling and planting ob-
ferve exaétly the feafons of thie year, thasthou mailt
diftinguith Summer and Winter, by knowing when
tolow, and when toreap : for every thing hach its
feafpn, Likewifc diftinguith the time of life,andlthc
. o time
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time of death s thetime receiving, andthe time of
reftoring ; the time of hatred , and the time of love:

177. Takean exad notice when the finhad its

beginning, and when it hath or fhall baveus end s
and obferveit in thy foul, whetlier it afcend , or
whether it de‘cend, whether it encreale or decline,

198. According asthe Treeis bloffomed, there-
after it comes to fruit: and whenits leaves fall, then
irs fruitdetermines : and when the defire of the heart
is begotten and fecupon God, thenit brings forth
fruit, cvenastbebranch of a Vine brings torth her
fruits 2 fo whatfocver livethin God, the (ame brings
forth the Lfe of God.

179. Hethat will Jearn toknow God,let him {ub-
mitin all obedience to the virtue and truth of Chrift 2
for God is in him{}f the upright,fincere virtue com-
prehended intruth. -

180. Perverie thoughts diftarb the heart, and
drive away the virtee and goadne(s of God « and
the fpirit of bondage driveth away the freedomor.
liberty of God, '

181. Thefoul isthe life: and thelifeisthe foul:
and thedefirerulesthe life: and where the defireis,
therethe life is - by reafon of which it is, that the un-
desftanding and comprehenfion may ( by reafon or
fenfe) know where the life is.

182, Thelife of God is the beft Trealure : there-
fore it ought tobe broughtand delivered up to the
beft keeper (which is the heavenly Deity) and death
oughtto be brought to death : for deathi comes from
eath, . 183, Iv
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183. Itisagood Judge thatknows what apper-
tainsto every one: and itis agood Pay-malter that
givestoeveryonc hisows,

184, Be fincere inlove, which leads to all virtue 2
for the love which moves only to virtue , isthe true
fervant of God:: but have a fpecial care that thou di-
ftinguifh in thy hearr, berween'the earthly love, and
the heavenly love; leaft thou be deccived by the
carchly love: forthere is nota more pretious Trea-
fure before God, thenthe loveof God : and more-
over there is nota more {educeing Devil, thenthe
felflove of the fieth.

185. The Soul muft turn it felf fromthe fieth to
the fpirit,-and from that which is carthly ta the hea-
venly 5 and go with Chrift rowards Galslee (that is,
Converfion) then the will loofe ber propriety or felf-
intereft.

186.Let thy Soul be purified(by tife truch of God)
then fhe fhall ufe all thingsin purity: for to the clean
all thin§s ateclean 5 2nd to theunclean, all things

are unclean.

187, Letcach one bearanothers burthen: fo fhall

ye fulfil the Law of Chrift in you.
188, Carry no cavious bitternefs ia thy heart,left

+"thou confume thinc own Soul + fora bitter Spiritis 3

confumer of the Soul.
189, Letthy Soulbe fhirred up to a new life of
the Spiric: for that blefled life is hid in the Spiritof
od,

xs;o.Lc: every Soul try its own work,and givete-
ftimonic thereof before God. O3 191,
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191, Tobe patient inadverfity, and to wait up«
onthe Lord for?hdp, isa preciou)s”mmcr. e

192. When thou wils perform thy fervice of God
ordivine Worlhip, neither feck not frame to thy felf
any high hulls or mountains : but fubmit thy (elf in
humility,

193. Whena dearthenters into thy land, fo that
famine prevails : then uavellin the way of Faco
towards Egypt, for o find bread with Fafeph: forto
this end was he fould by the lihmeclites into Egyps,
for to preparea place for thee, where thou muit live
along time in thine oppreffion.

194. Whenthou fitreft in darknefs, then wait or
hope for the light : for out of the darknefsis the light
known : and the lightis the life: . and the darkne(sis
the death,

. 195, Heisfethigh thatoverlooksthe Valleys, he

is defcended low which hath meafured the Hills -

wilulo fce)s i;:lk b\;xt he t!l:az inl?abireth both hills and

valleys? And who isthar, buthe that ha

throggh both lfe and death 7 . o palkd
196, Hehath uavelled far, thatis known or ac-

quainted arhome ot near at hand,

N 19]7. He hath digged deep, that hath found the
carl, .

198. Heiswell acquainted with theground, .
foweth his corn to fru‘xlrfulne(s. i

199. He hath forfaken many contentions that hath
found the only peace,

200, He.
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200. He hath beheld many Devilsin Hell, thac
hath known the only Godin Heaven.

201, The Earthis deep, and the Heavenishigh?
butthe Spirit of the Lord overfees ali things,

202, Far off, and near athand 5 death and life
dwell with one another : yer, notwithftanding they
dwell not together in one houfe : but when the one
comes, then the other departs,

203, Tt was never feen that pits or holes were made
inthe Firmament or Heaven: butthey are madein
the Earth: Thercfore let men keep in the Firma-
ment or Heaven, and then they fhall not fall into the
hole of the Earth,

204, ITtisafad mateerto. fall from Heaven, iato
the holeof the Earth: butitisa joyful thing to af-
cend from the Earth to Heaven: for joy and forrow
have each their place: .

205. He that ferveth the Earth, gatsan earthly
iay: and he that isa fervantto Heaven, he getsa

eavenly payment. .
. 206. Prayto God that he would feparate Heavea
and Earth in thee, from onc another, that thou maift
fecthy teetupon the Earth, and mighteft have thy
{eator reft with God in Heaven,

207. Whois blinde, buc he that feesno light ?
And who isin the light, buthe thathath forfaken
darknefs ?

- 208, A deaf man cannot hear, and adumbe man
cannor {peak : neither can he alfo that fits in darknels
give any teftimonics of thelight of Heaven: foxr he
e . B ces »
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feesitnor, Neither canhe alfo treat of any truth ,
becaufe it liveth not in him.

- 209, Hethatwill be led by the blind, he muft fall
into apit: and he that will be taughtof the dumbe,
he fhall not have any diftin@ion a%wozds.

210. A vain hope isa comfort to the wicked :
butafirm beliefin God is a fure hope of life.

211. Hethat dieth ableffed death, heis certain
of a divine refurrection of life: and he that dieth
from the corruptible life, he fhall receive the ever-
lafting life. )

212, When thou haft begun 2 good work, leave
it hot off before thou haft compleated and finithed it:
and when thou feeleft an evil purpole nthee., then
leaveitprefently, beforeitbe brought to effe&t.

213, Avoid all appearance of evil, and delight
not in vanity or light mindednefs.

214. Béconftantin thy purpofe, when thon hate
any thing in thy minde that goodis. :

215. Ifchou comeft intoa place, wheve thou feelt
not the feare of God,then make not there any abodes
fgr where ‘God is not known, it cannot fare well
there, N

216. A meek{picit amendsall things,and appeal-
ethwrath: buta wrathful fpirit Rirs up Citties and
Countreys to fhrife and fedition.

217, A diffembling (pirit which covers his [ubtil-
ty with lics, is an enemy againft God and man, -~

318. Wo untothem that call evil good, and good

evil: forthefe are pesverfe Judgments, which God
will punifh with his Juftice. 219;

to the Youth. I
219, Learn to know God by his goodoefs and

rightcoufnefs - and oblerve through his Eternity ,

ability. Ponder this well in thy heart,
a”;nzuol}bxi gnricn( Soul thatis mafker of her owa
roind, js ftronger then he that winnetha City.
231, The ftrongeft weapon to overcome the caes
mics of Life, is the paticace of Chrift: for thit wea-
on comes from Heven, aad not from the Earth:
becaufe the Barth hath no patience. .
" 222, That propriety which hath no pitience, or
is wirhont the patience of Chriftin the flyfh, and will
ot fuffer: it drives oftentimes away the Chrifly pa-
i ut of the heart.
‘m;cze;.’ He which will not fuffer for the love and de-
lightto God, hg can never attain o.xbc pamk:;of
ivine o "
[hczdzl:ncl)ﬂg,ver yeild thy Soul to the revengeful
SP: ;(s Follpw notthe unrighteous in his ways,
226. Bealwayes obedient t0 the divine virtue :
for under the purture of virtue, there are received
smany good and wholcfome virtucs, B}
227, Of whatthe foulis begorten or cpﬁenderc .
according to thatis fhe natured or difpoted. 4
228, Itthou kno;vcl’t the vistue o power of God,
ive againft thine own iniquity. o
xhcz“z‘::r.wﬁc1§c:ady to forgive another, butnever thy
felf: and beaftaid of no man, {o muchas of thy (elf:
for thou maift fhun or iy fromanother,but not from

thy felf, ‘ . ago. Let.
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239 Letamankeep himfelf in the defire of his
life, free without compulfion 5 and ler the beft be
alwayes the moft lovely and amiablc: for a man can-
notgive lifeto himfelf, but he may take it away -
Therefote let him think thus, The life that [ live,,
that life 1live out of mescy, and this is or may bethe
laft hour that T fhall live: and in this “confideration
he fits his foul for God.

231, Itis better thara man difpleafe the lying {pi-
ritwith the truth, thento pleafe him with fawning
and flattering fpecches,

232, Itisafolly tofear that which can neicher be
thunned nor avoided.

233. To dif-like evil isa fign of virtue: and to
love virtue s commendable before God.

234. A wanton eye or countenance isa figne of
anunchafk heare,

235, Letthe truth be teftified becaufe it is truth -
and bring the foul (out of the lie) tothetruth: and
hate'the lie becaufe jtis deceitful, and enfaareth the
foul into the lying and deceitful Being.

236, A wicked life caufeth an evil confcience :
and a fegrful heart bringsthe foul into unquictne(s,

237.Efteem 2 good a& much better then cloquent
or flourithing words,

. 238. Whena vicious man commends thee, let
itbeas great a grief unto thee, asifa good man re-
proached thee :becavfe he hath not the praifecf God -
in his mouth,

239- Benotafraid of hard fpeeches, but be afraid

of
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of difembling flattering words : becau ¢ that the de-
ceit lieth hid there under.

240, He thac fpeaketh fhallbe attent've to him
that kept filence, what anfiver he thail receive : and
when a queftion is asked, let it be anfwered with
meeknels,

24, Thelofts or defires, fenfes and thoughts of
man, thofe are his family+ and the mafter of the
houfe, is eitherthe propricty inthe fcth ; or clicstis
the defire and love to God’s righteoufnef, 1t the
loveto God’s holy Being betf ¢ mufterinthe heart
of the humanity, thenthat famiuc hatha good ma-
fter, for to rule and govera it in quic tnefs and peace :
burif the propricry in the fleth be the mafter of the
houfe, then that houfhold fallsinto peices, and.di-
vides agaialt one another,

242, /Give not thy upright faith to him that is un-
faichtul: for faith muft live in faithfulnefs, orelfeit
will dys butnotthe damnable death: the untaith-
“ful muft die the damnable dexth,

243 The life of rightcoutnefs is full of fi ‘elity and
truin 2 and as much infidelity as the Soul is guilty of,
fon uch death the infidel.ty brings upon her,

244 Ifany man will look into him(elf, and com-
mune with himfelf, then let him have a czre and take
heed, that he conferr not with his own profit, con-
trary o the freedom of God ¢ burthat he fpeak with
the tree Deity, i

245, Hehatwould be free, let him be an enemy
to atl {elt-ends, X
e P 245. The
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346. The humanity is forrounded by two deaths s
the one fhe fhall defire, and the other fhe fhallef
chews thatis, (he (hall defire the deathinthe earthly
fenfual life, and thun the death in the godly life,

247. A Tree which ft:nds inthe Earth, and re.
ceiveth its nourithment from the Eaxth, requires(for
its power and ftrength) no more from the Earch then
its matural nourihment : but the earthly concupif-
cence in the man is not herewith conrented, but de-
mands ten times more then nature requites: (o that
the Tree liveth much morc at reft, then the concu-
pifcence of the earthly man: and the foul of the Tree
fsalfo free from damnation, becaufe it defireth no
more then nature requires: but the Soulof the hu-
manity is fubjeét tafo much wmore condemnation,
as (he is fubje & to defire more then her nature defires
or requires for life : therefore the defirc above nature
isa Devil which torments the Souls andisa firft
received into the Soul foraGod: but afterwatds
fheis telt in the Soul for a Devil,and brings the Soul
to Hell: yea the defire above lite is Hell it felf,where
in the Soul is tormented. ~

248. Beloved Difciple, obferve and take notice of
this: The Soul is governed or ruled by the luft of the
tife: if nowtheluft of kife isfubjecto the defires
(for propriety or felf-intereft in the fiefh) then isthe
Soul (contrary to God) fubjeé&t to, Devil and Hells
and if the luft of litebe fubje@ tothe free Being of
Gad, then thenthe Sou! is frec from Hell,Devil and

Death,
’ . Here

to the Youth: 1y

- BE33A500020030008)

Here the Young man begins to enquire
or ask Queftions of the Old-Age : Out
of which the Proverbs change into
# Spiritnal Dialogue ; wherein
the Old- Age giveth the ( bld-
bood (ontent and Sasisfa-

dionin God.

1. Child-hoed,

Orafmuch 3s (deare expericnced Old-Age
in Gad) Ibeing 2 Young man (Youa in
Divine Underftanding ) perceive that the
fuft ar defire of lifesuleth the Soul: where
remains the Soul when the Creature'is
dead? _

3. 0ld-Age, Eveninthe fame Being where the
Iutt or-defire was, when the Creaturewas yet alive,
whecher it were heavealy or carthly : Und:rﬂam} it

. dgiirisustly, notaftera ereatural manner: Ifthein-
ward lifc of the Soul had itsloftor defire inthe Be-
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ing of God, whilft the Creature yetlived: thenthe:

divinc (oul refts in her divine defires. yea, injoy,
and without torment in the Being of God,. when the
Creature is dead,  Butif the inward life or foul had
its luft or delightin the earthly Being, thenis the foul
taken Captive under the defires,and is bound in bo-
dage ot the fiefh y and mufk (i pain and forrow)con-
tinue in the ame earchly Being(which is then her He}y
feparated from the joytul free Being of God, and
not feel the peace of God in the life. .

3. €% The foul then is alogether fpiritual, as
under{tand,

4. 0l. Oyea! Thisfoul Aoweth out of the hea-

venly Spivie, and is above the natural fouls andthe

Deity is allo in her.Being {piritual,and hath her dwel-
ling inthe heavenly Being,, andliveth free, without
either Image or Figure. .

5. Ch. Whas is then the Devil2 .

6 0l, The Devil is an carthly obftinate (clf-
minded (pirit, which is contrary to the free Dity:
and hath his dwelling inthe dominion of the Earthg
and brings forth nothing intothe foul (thatis,-iato
the heart of the humanity )but earthi ,COVEtous pain-
ful imaginations or figures, to felfncfsin the ficth,
whichtorments the foul, and leadsitaway.from the
effential God. ' .

7. Ch.. Isevery fpirit thengood or evil ¢-

8 ol Yes,

9. €h. How fhall the foul then diftinguith thefe
* fpirits, . .

- 10, Oh.

..

tothe Youwb. uy

1o. ol, By their fervice whichthey pesform to
the Soul { ﬂl?pirks which would drawthe foul t0
the concupifcence of corruptibls things, they are of
come from the earthly felf- mindednels, and lead the
foul from the effential Deity, tothe feparated D.vt'y
and all (pirits that refift andleffenthe concupifcence,
for to make frec the foul, they are from God.

11. Chy Hlach then the fobl in her life no p'ace to
tarry in, butin or with the carthly chofenlufes which
are ftirred up by her (through the defies) from the
B ol, No veriy: For e foul e [elfisa
{pirir, therefore fhe can receive nothing but (pirit 3
beiit cither to her falvation or condemnaticn. .

13, Ch Why then doth fhe feck hcrichﬁh( N

fyation ot cond fon in the clement .
( which are without her) and fhe cannot receive
them ? e .

14, 0l, Sheisinftigated thereto by the figurative
fpirits, through the carchly fuft of the Devil, who
hath his workinthe earthly heares; toa bondage or

5 tn the fieth. ‘
f:lfln; ch. Capfhenot forfake the carthly figura-
tive pirits ¢

16. ol. She may, and the may not.

17. Ch. How fhall [under@tand that?

18. of, He thatwill underftand this; he muft
(through a twotold defire) tuke notice of it,. by.feel-
ing of the Chrift-hike fpirit in the foul,

“rg, Ch, Howisthatdone?

29, 0ls-
¥
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30 ol. Thisthe Soul learneth under the obgdi-
ence of Chrift, when fhe hathhada long time her
Juft and ifein the fiefh, withthe earthly figurative
Spirit; fothat the begias thereby to fec and to feel
the death inthe effentiall life of God: through which
fenfe or fecling fhe begins to forego or leave the
carchly dxfire to the earthly figurative: Spirits + and
25 much as (he leaveth or looteth the lufk tothe carthe
ly Spirits, even fo much the fame $ ul (throughthe
pain of dearh) depacts fromthe carthly Spirits.

21.Ch, Wherethen continuesthe fuft ¢

22, 0/, Thedeathinthe carthly Jife at firfk cakes
itsoit felt, andthen forther the deachiinthe dwine
life, takes the remainder o ts felf. .

23, Ch, Whacdoththe Divine life withtheluft 7

24, 0l Sheputsittodeathin the Spul, asfarss
itis cnclined fo the earthily dife,

25. Ch, Muftit continuc thercin ? .

26. 0l, o verily: but through the deadh itis
changed and js (chrough Gods rig! r.t.ou&(s)takcp
away from the ca«h}y figurative Being , and is
(through the mercy of Chrift) brought sadreligned
to the boly Being of God : and then the Soul and the
fuft confcrtogctﬁer(in the uniformity of Chrift) apd

fay, Like as we haveborac the Image or Figpre of
the earthly Being (which isthe onbly lnfh-in the
fcfh) fo fhall wenow bearghe I smageof. the heaven-
lﬁBeing; which#s the luft or defire tothedhipspenly
city.
zy7. ch. When fhatl -this be done?
. 28, ol
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a8, o/, A Difciple cannot know the time, fo

Jong as he is 3 Difciple « but when he hath ferved out
his Difciplethipy andis (throughthe effential Spirit
of Chrift) delivered and made free from all figurely
Spirits +~then fhallthe Old-Age fee that time , and
live mit:for the young figurative Being c2nnot com=
prehend the heavealy Being,which is wichout figure,

29, Ch. Shallitnotthen be known?

39, ol. Oyes, it fhall - butpot by the casthly
figurative Spirits - for they (¢se itcan core to pafs)
muft dy before that time: and the Soul which (tands
under the Difcipline , which would (according to
her young time) underftand chis, let her for that
purpofe take fpecial heed to the time of knowledg,
uader the obedience of the holy Being of Chrift.

31, Ch, Whartimeisthat? .

32. ol That fhall the powerful working time tell
ntothee, by the death inthe Earthly hfe; and then
the time of the renewed life hall caufe thee tounder-
ftand it ia the Being of God. . .

33. Ch, When (hallthat time come?

34, 0J, As foon as the lutt in the earchly life
yiclds & felf unto death,

5. Ch. How comes the Sonl tothat¢

36. 0l. Shebrings herfelfthercunt o,becaufe the
isa fervant to death: for when the luft is accom-
plifhied in the defires, thea the death (through God's.
righteoulnefs)follows after her,and makes the carth-
ly lufk of life a mortal fin: whichif che sighteoufnels
_efGod did not thisy thenthe Soul would ~ncverbl?r:

: . able
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ab'e to forfake the earthly lufts of life: therefore is
the righteots Being of God, a ludgeinall caufes:
and the death feparates the bad from the good, and
the good from the bad ;- butthereformed godly life
(whichthe S ul recciveth through the deathiof the
carthly lite) that can ncither death nor devil rake
away from her, nor caufe herto depart from it: be-
caulc fhe hath through death received it from God:
tor whatfoever is jayned togecher by the D ity (out
of the death into the life) that no earthly (pirit can fe-
parate or part afunder.

37. Ch. Seeing we peak here altagether of fpiri:
twal works ; what maythe Soul think or judge of
¢clementilh things ? )

38, 0l Evenas theyare: and thac thall the ef-

fenual {piritof the Lord teach unto her : and-when

fhe hath (through the light) underft~od this out of
the teacling of the efleatial fpirit, thea flf fhe rule
or g.vern the clementith Being according to 'its
own Nature, for to fuftain or preferve thetewith the
nawnal clementith body in its natucal Being§ and
not the {pirit ‘or the foul: forthe foul or the fpiric
canaot receive any thing from thence, thatmay be

ferviceable ro chier tor Life, . :
39. Ch! Why then isthe carthly defire (-which

alfl is a fpirit) fo much, trotbled withiit2 E
40 0l. Herblinde earthly laftis the caufe of it,
which fhe hath turned to the_elementith things 5 and
is (o blinded therein, that the thinks the fhall make
and hed p upto her felfc intereft, the easthly thlngs
as
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as her higheft treafure = and when fhe hath run
throughicall, and (with great trouble) pur(ucd afe
terit, then fhe gers nothing from it in her life, but
pain and forrow; and muft leave the elementith
things in their nature, where they formerly were, be-
fore the defired them, for her propriety or felf-inte-
reft: and the defires cannor be fatisfied: by reafon
?gwhich they are fervants to death, and notto the
ife,

41, Ch. Tmarvel much thatthe Soul thould be
foblind, asto follow herein the defires ; becanfe fhe
can receive nothing from them bur death,

42, 0/, Yea (indeed)if fhe werc not blind the
would notdot,

3. Ch. Doth the Soul dwell inthe Creature
inas much as fhic is fo elementith in her defires and
luftse |

44. ol. Noverily,

45. Ch, Where doth fhe then dwell 2 .

46, 0l, She dwels in her defires , wherein her
luftis: for the Soul and the luft or defiresare aot
fevered : for where the one is, there is the other alio.
f the Soul were in the creaturcly body , thed it
would &ill live natorally - butfichfheis held captive
by the defires or concupifcence , therefore liveth aci-
ther divinely, nor naturally. .

47. Ch.” Twonder thenwere the fhall live eter-
nally. .

4%. ol. Verily, where fhe letsher lufts and de-
firesabide, there maft the abide alfo. .
. Q 49. Ch,
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49, Ch, Where I pray you is that place ?

so. 0l Ttiscither (in jog)inthc Being of God,
or (in pain and torment) in the Being of the Divel +
which we may thus underftond in the Being : If the
luft and defires be drawnup outof the carthly Be-
ing, into the heavenly Being, thenis the Soul there.
Butif the Soul isinany luft ot defires in the earthly
Being, then s the Soul there alfo 5 as is above
memioned : therefore thus hath the Spirit of Chrift
fpoken to the Soul in former days, aad (aith alfo the
fame fill, Where thy heart is, there is thy treafure alfo.
And (ith further, That a man fhowld gather or lay up
his treafures (whichis the defires of life) in Hesven,
wherethey can neither be floln, nor taken away, The
(xme (aith S Panl alfo, That the Soul fhall haveher fel-
tomfbip in Heaven, Theretore mayan illuminated
Soul foon know and perceive where her habitation s,
and where the fhall continue whenthe creature di-
eth: therefore faid St. Paw/tothe Soul, Luft net af-
ter ewil things.

51. Ch. How can the {oul poflibly get or obtain
aluftto God in his holy Being ¢

52. 0l Thereis notany foulin her earthly birth,
which hath an upright luft to God in his holy being.

53. Ch. What'sthereafon of that?

54, 0. Becaufe the is not yerborn out of the
heavenly effential God : and what is net born out of
the Being of God , chat hath not his higheft delighe
in the Being of God: for all carthly births have
their greateft delight unto that outof which they
were Born or begotten. S 55, Ch.
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s5. Ch. How comes the Toul to the divine
birth 7 .
56, 0!, She may atain thereunto, when fhe
(through her own lufts inthe carthly being) comes
into heavinefs or forraw in body and foul : and when
fhe (ees and feels the fame through the sighteoufne(s
ofthe Law of God 5 then fhe ceafeth from her earth-
ly lufts and defires, becaufc they are becomea death
unto her: and then fhe begins to fet her luft aftera
figurely manner, upon the holy Being of God, fora
yeft ; and perceives how fhe is come tothe Creation
of God.
'57. Ch, How can he poffibly effe@ that¢
58. ol Noother way butto fuffer het felfto be
new made and formed by the fpiric of God (after his
will) foran Image or fimilitude of hisbeing : ‘and
fhe muft likewile in the birth yeild ber felf in all obe-
dience)to the being of God, and ftand refigned and
fubmitted unto God, as if fhre were not in her propri-
eryor felfnefs:like asthe did inthe creation,when the
was earth; and letthe {piritofthe Lord make of her
what he pleafeth.Now when the foul through Chrift
is born agtin a new, out of the being and nature of
God, what lifehe then liveth, fhe livethi to the ¢l
fential God, ‘and not to het ‘propricty or felfnefs,
‘without the being of God : for Ged:hath notcreated
ot formed the humanity, that fhe thould take upon
her felf a felf- dividéd life (to pain and torment)inthe
concypifcence of the fleh, O no: to fuch deadly
wickéd'lite God ba(bn'dzlgzatedthe humanity; and
e 2 it
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it is now-much lefs his pleafure, that fhe [)in the new
birth) fhould have a felf-divided life in her carthly.
Tufts: for as foon as fhe tumns into het own lufts of
life, fofoon fhe fallsout of the life of God, intothe
carthly death:  2ad when fhe forfakes the life of
God, then God likewife forfakes her, .aqd fhuts his
Heaven zg‘;ai(x?flhcv: for fhe is then athiet, alyar 2

musderer and @ devil againft the Deity, and is caft
under the damnable death.

59, CheOhthisis horribleto hears

0. ol. Tis truc, but tismore horrible todo

- 61. Ch. How comesthe humanity tothiss fith
fhe was at firft created by the Deity, who can bring
forth vothing but good, - .

62. ol. Thiscomes through the divine freedomy
wherein God created of formed the humanity ( for

tolivein a free life, whithout enforcementor con- *

ftraint: ). but God did not Wil that the humanity
( through the divine freedom ) fhould become in the
earthly defires a bond-flave of fin: O no i

63. Ch. Whydid God givethis freedomto the
humanity ¢ .

64.'}l¥Becaufc he himfelf is free from all fervitude
or {clfncfs, and hath nothing of felf: by reafon of
which he cannot create orform any compel'd flavith
life: and moreover, no compelid flavit life can
have fellowfhip or communion ‘wich his free effential
life. .
5. Gh. Isthis freedom then good bcforeo?og ‘1’

i 3
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65, 0l, O yes, itisasgood as God himfelf : and

it is the higheft heavenly and moft reftfullife of God:
and it hath no freedom todocvil: QO no, to docvil
isno freedom : but itis bondagein the fcth: and
becaufe the Deity would make known this free in-
franchized life, therefore he hath creatred andfor-
med the humanity thereunto: and hath fer this free
infranchized or unconftrained life before Lereyes,
that fhe might live therein : and by this freedom God
proveth the created humanity, whether fic out of
her hearts defire, fo love him and his divine fiee he,
asthat fhe (without all felf ends 5_yea, without Law
or Prophets, or without compulfion) defireth out of
fove to live in freedom with her Creators or whe-
ther the hath a greater defircand loveto livein her
felf intercft or bondage, Confider well vpon thisz
here the humanity by the bounty of God is fet or left
free, to bring forth out of her nature what the her
felf pleafech s for if the humanity had no permiffion
nor freedome for to live righteoufly, nor alfo for to
finthen fhould not the free Deity know how to judg
whether fhe out of ove lived in his freelife and Be-
ing, orwhether e lived out of conftraint cr fear of
the Law: for he that neicher may nor can commit fin,
he hath no praife before God,that he fins not: but he

. that may commit fin, and out of the love of righte-

oufnets forbears it, and finneth not ; heis known
oracknowledgedin God’s holy Being, for a lover of
truth, and fora man of God : ‘and to this pupofe the
free Deity fpeaks to the free humanity, Thave et be-
T : tore
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fore thy eyes water and fire,death and life, that thou
maift Fretch out thy hand to which thou wilt: and as
Godis a perfed good, fo hath he created forgood,
and formed inthe fame bumanity the fame freedom
(which he him{elf hatk, and which he himfelf defires
tolive in his humanity(for an upright reftful godly
Iife in his humanicy : but the carthly bumaniey thew-
cth.out of her nature or inclination ( which is the
carchly birth) that fhe had rather have the fervitude
of the flefh, then the glorious freedom of ‘et God :
and fo forfakes that blefled frec life of God, and
takes to her felf the casthly felf-minded life unto
death; and turns (withthe luft or defire of her lifey
trom the divine freedom,to the (ervitude of the flefh :
and thereby (he inherits (through the power of the
Law)the damnable deach: and foloofeth thargod-
Iy freelife of Jefus Chrift, .

67. Ch, How far doth fhe loofe the free life of
God?

63, 0f. Evenfo faras fhe turns intothe fervi
tude of the fleth, and fuffers it torule over her - and
that is likewife as far as the hath received this free lite
from the Deity, and then forfakesir, and yeildethit
over for a fervitude.

69. Ch. isnot the falling off or turninginto the
fervitude ot felfnefs, inall men cqually alike great,
and far from God ?

70. 0l Ono: the one is much greaterand far-
ther from God then the other.

7%, Ch, How comes that 7

72 ol,
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73. 0/, The reafon is this,becaufe to one ismos®
delivered, and hath received more from God then
the other: and when he fals or forfakes God, that
hathreceived the greateft gifts, he commits a great-
er and heavier fall, then he doth which hath veceived
butafew gifts: Asthe Lord (aith, Heshat knoweth
the will of his Master and dothit not, hemuff receive
and [uffer many fbripes: and he that kaows not the
Lords will, and yet finneth, he fhall fuffer fewer
fripes; nevecthelefs he fall be beaten.

73. Ch. How comes it that God gives to one
moregifts then to another,

74. 0l Becaufe be finds the one more faithful
in his gifts thenthe other: and whom he findes moft
faithful, to himhe giveth the moft gifts.  Comfider
it well.  Towhom much is given,of him thall much
be required, And this is the upright rule which
God ufeth towards his humane being : and is jult to-
wards the unjuft,and merciful towards the meek and
humble: fo thatno man hath caufe to complain up-
onthe true God, that there is notenough or fuffici-

.entforhim: yea, Ifay nothingof God concerning
. hishcavenly being. The Earth isfo plentiful and
rich,  thatit can feed and farisfic every creature thar
is begotten out of it, withall natural things fo far-
asthey will till and manure the carth, as fhe requi-
reth * but the wicked Nature will not ferve the Gad
of Heaven: neither will the earthly body (uffer that
the earth fhould be tilled according to her.nature:
therefore the wicked man isin all things fubject ;o
the.
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the rorment of death, which be hath prepared for
himfelf.

5. Ch, Why doth God permit thatthere ( uld
betwobeings inthe humanity, whichinthe lifc are
fo contrary onc to another:the one good from God,
and the other evil from the earth ?

76, 0l God fuffers it for this reafon: becaufe
that the good might be known from the bad, the
godly humaity from the earthly humanity, 2ad the
godly Soul from the carthly Soul: forif there were
noevil, how fhould menknow thatthe good were

"good? Ifthere were no Earch, by what means fhould
the brightnefs of the gold be known ? 1ithere were
no night, how fhould the day be knowa ? 1f there
wete no death, how fhould the lifebe known 2 If
there were no hunger, how fhould the fatisfying or
tafte of meatbe known # Tuke notice of this. Thele
feveral Spirits and beings oppofiteto onc another ,
ase now ( throngh the effential Spiric of Chrift) cach
one in their work made known in the humanity, and
are by him that knows them, cithet loved or hated ,
according as each one is in his owa nature. Under- |
Tand it M1l in the divine work, the good againft the
evil, theevil againtt thegood ¢ the light againft the
darknefs,che darknefs againft the light: God againft
the divel, and the divelagainft God: the freedom
of Chrift contrary to the bondage of the divel, and
the bondage contrary to the frcedom, Obferve and
feclit in the Soul, how the lightot Heaven, in a
working way , diftinguithech all things inthe en-~
Tighteaed
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lightned humanity: and through tlus laborious work
s the reft fought tnthe Soul, and isallo found by
the upright labourer, and received with defireand
love: and for this reafon the work often times falls
heavy and troublelom tathe labourer, and makes
the time grievousto kim, fo that to oae the time
proves long and heavy ; toanother it proves fhort
and light : the oncis old in the time,another is young
in the time: and the one receiveth the lifein chac
time, and another recciveththe death,

77. Chy Isthere roreftto be hadin the time of
labour ¢

78. 0/, No: there is no time for reft, fo long
asthe time of work ftands in force, unlefs we take
Jabour for reft : but when the work s rightly finil-
ed, then comes the time for a day of reft.

79, Ch, Do all that labous receivethe rest ?

80. 0f, O no: thereis none receives the reft,but
they that in the humility of Chuitt, labour for the refk
of Gad.

81. Ch, Whoarcthey ?

83, 0!, Thole are they who are frec from all felf-
nefsorbondage, and labour forno felf reward, and
feek nothing of felf in their labour.

83. ch. Why do they then labour ¢

84,0/, Forthe frecin fervile virtues caule of God
(which virtueis God himfelf) thatthe me virwe
mighe be lived in, and known in the heacts of men,

85. Ch. Whar fhall thofe receive that labour not
for the free vire 7
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86. ol, Eventhat for which they laboured,
87, Ch. Whatis that ?
88. o/, The bondage in the fieth, for torment
and vexation both upon body and foul.
89. ch. Have thefe [everal labourers communion
er fellowfhip with one another ¢
90. ol. No:the one hath his communion or fel-
lowfl'p inthe ctesnal reft of God: and the other
hath his communion or fellowihip with the everla-
fting reftlefs painand torment of death, for which
they laboured :* fo that each one receives his reward,
according to what he hath wrought.
o1, Ch, Do you fpeak here of che fpisitual wosk,
orof the creaturely work ¢
92, 0l. 1{peak of the fpiritual workin the Soul,
93. Ch. Idonothear many men fpeak of this,
#4. 0l Thatistrue.
95, Ch, How comesthatto pafs ¢~
96. 0l, That comes from hence, becaufe the
children of men have forfaken the fpirit of God in bis.
holy Being (by which all thingsare preferved) and
are enclined to elementifh things (not tothe elemien-
tifh thingssbut to their greedy defires for themfelves)
by reafon of which they are wholly alienated and
eftranged from the fpiritual Being of God : info-
much as they know or perceive in the foul nothing of
the effential Spiritinthe lite: therefore they cannot
be tanght by the Spirit of God to know the {ame {pi-
rit in 2 renewed life, and to feel it in their Souls,
97,.Ch: Muft they dy thenin thisblindncgsr .
98. ok
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98. o, What death doft thou mean 7

99. Ch, 1 meanthe creaturcly death.

1co, 0l Oh! thatistheleaft: but they muft al-
waycs continue dead in the Life of God, unlefsthey
wrn their fouls away from the figurative carthly de-
fires (throughthe [ovetothe Deity )and chufe the
death before the life, in every earthly concupifcence:
and fo be taught to know in the foul the true effential
Spirit of God, in bis free life, which is without com-
pulfion,

101, Ch. Isthe Life in the Being of God more free
and pleafunt in the foul , then the life of this
world ¢

102, 0f, Oyes! thelifeof thisworldisa dam-
nable dearh, contrary tothe godly Life of the hea-
venly Being : and it {eparates the {oul from the liv-
ing joy of Heaven: but the life in the holy Being of
God, that frees the foul from all mortal reftlcfsbon-
dage of the devil: for whofoever lives thetein, heis
free from all mortal earchly fpitits and defires of the
flefh, Cenfider of this, The blcfled or godly lifeis
God him the life of this world is the death de-
vil and hell it felf; and whofoever liveth therein is
dead whiltt he lives, although he may feemtolive,
yethe isdead inthe lifeof Gods and can neither
know that deadly life in the foul, norin God: yea
heis without God in this world (thatis, inthe earth-
ly Being: ) for Godisnota God of the dgnd , but
heis a God of the living + therefore he receivethnot
from the dead any praifcPL or thankfgiving.

2
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G;:é‘ ch. They talk much of God: What is

w;;‘ ol. Ah! What is this 1he ¢
a ar i
on;’bxl\c(s theu muft neither be created nroqx?ml'hie:es
is):!l;r';?wnly God, becaule thou askeft wlmp(}od
A € we : :
i or work or creatare verily ought to know its
105, Ch. I neither know nor i
perceive whe:h
:}r;ro;GS:dor 30(: ‘my meuning is, I knox‘:vn(?r :vcl:xx
the y underftanding is. from the heavenly God or
1c6. 0l, By this irappears that th
. d -
gxcgé\s[?ot from;hlf }Eavcnly God: fory\v‘mlgg:::c{s
sten out of the Earth, that knoweth i
fcent or off-fpring: but that which b ot
ing: s b
‘ Zhatdk?g\vetb(m?hclilcofGod\hfsd:frc:;:o?n(j?g’
ords i 0 inwe i
du‘d&ns genealogie before al poftenity in works and
107. Ch, Shall orcan wein st i
lite, know or underftand Comtaa et
Scnpxstmsluﬂiﬁc thercofemore of Godthentheh
108, o/, i i
o ?o 0 Whaf doththe Scnt\pture tettifie there-
. 109, Ch, The Scripture faith,that
{ we are fi 3
and that to know God is perfect righuouf::lssrs;

 wh in thi
goi{fby we cannot now ( in this carthly life y know

oly

110. 0/, It is very true : but this th i
;:re fpeaks to the earchly humanity, in tth: tisnclggg
v carthly life, whereby the heavenly Deity lets
her

- ASpiritual Dialogne. 133

her kaow that fhe 1 uft forfake the time of the carth-
ly life, before God can bring forth or begetin the
heart of the carthly humanity his heavenly man
(through whom God will be known. ) Now when
the manis born ous of the Spiit, iato the obedience
of God, then the Deity {peaks ©0 the bumane. Being,
whichis bora out of the Deiry,This i my beloz e<507,
hear him. .

111, Ch. That verily is Chritt.

112, ol *Tistrue: becaufeit is the godline(s in
the uniform Chriftly life; therefore it is the true
Chrift of God, which deliverethor redeemeth 1
racl, whercot the Scripture beares teftimony, that
we in thistime (thatis, in thetime of a renewed life)
fhall livein aéodly life: and that Life is it which muft
bring forth Cliift: forwe (the carthly humanity
with her fubtile knowledg) are not fir (asfrom ouv
felves) 1o brin% forthany thing, thatis good : there-
fore it muft all come from Chrift ( the godly life)
whatfoever itisthatis good: fo St. Paul teftifies
“where he faith, 1lives yetitis norl shat live, bu1it
isthe Chriff (the godly \ite) that liveth in me,

113, Ch, Arewe able thenin this life or time to
livein Chrift, orcanheliveinus? -

114. ol 1fay, in the time of the renewed life it
fmay come to pals, Why etie thould we carty the
name that we are Chriftian men ¢ !

115, Ch, But hathnot Chrift paid and fatisfied
by his death for the earthly finful man <
7116, ol, Yea Chrift (the godly lite) by his inno-
: : . cene
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134 . oA Spiritual Dialogue.

+ cent death,(atisficth before God for the earthly man
whereby fie is a very great comfort to all cmhl;
men,for theit falvation (which will forfake their wic-
kedlife) foras much ashe (through his grace and
mercy) floppeth by hisinnocent death, the righte-
ous Judgment of God, that it condemas not the
exrthly man in thetime of his ignorance : but it is
dene to this.end, thathe might have time ta turn
him away from his wicked life: but not thar he
fhould continue therein during the life of the crea-
wre: Ono ! Chrift died not for that man which
will not turn him from his ungodly life : No verily !
Then Chrift would bea fupporter and defender of
the iniquity, which s quite contrary to the Chriftly
Nature, 1fay this Chriftly godly life hath (out of
grace) preparcd the way before the juftice of God,
forthe finful humanity, that the mighe be faved if
the would : that s, if (he will paciently enter into the -
Godly life with Chuift (through the death in the
earthlylifeythen the may live bleffedly with Chrift,

117. Ch. Is there no other means to attain to the

- godly life, butthroughthe death of his own life.?

118, 0/ No.

119, Ch, Then Ithink that there are few men up-
on Earch which live that godly life in the Deity.

120, 0/, "Tiscertain, notone.

131. Ch. How fhall I under@and this? There
were alwayes goad men upon the Earth,

123. 0/, I'do notfay again@tic + but Ifay, so
carthly man canlive inthis Chriflly blefled Life in
his carchly lugts, 123, Ch,

oA Spiritual Dialogue. 15

123. Ch. 1 cannot underftand this.

124. 0l ThatI verily believe: but he that will
rightly underftand this, he muft be a heavenly man s
which is the fecond birth our of the Chriftlike nature
and Being': thercfore is this biefied Chriftly life un-
known, and alfo not beloved in the Earth (that is,
inthe earthly Nature or Being: ) but is zacher hated
and put to death through ignorance: Therefore mufb
the earth ( the earthly natre} penfh wich the wicked
bumanity in the damnable death, without comfort of"
the godly life: and it cannot kaow or acknowledg
forany comfort this blefled ltfe of Chrift,

125. Ch, Alas! the blinded humanity can hard-,
ly atiain to this, E S

126. 0k Tistrue: buche faultis herown. The

Deity (from the beginning of her life)hath fufficient-
Iy warned herof that deccitful felf- minded earthly
Naturet butthe hath neither regarded nor eficemed
the inftruction nor admonition of God: and hath
notwithftanding proceeded forward in her carthly
lufts of the flefh : yea, the hath not only purfued her
own deftructive bondage or felfncfsin the fiefh - but
fhe hathhelp'd to put to death the meffengers of God
(the grace of - Chrift). yeathe Chiriftly deity is fill
daily put to death by her malice and wickednefs.
£27. Ch. 1s Chirifk ftill put to a further death thea
e was in former timesat Ferafalem ¢ -
128, 0/, Yeaverily heis much more.
1329, Ch, How fhall I underftand this ?
130. o/ Thou fhaltthus underftandit, H;Si’l; -
{{e 9
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136 oA Spirisual Dialogue.

killed at Jerufalem (in the vifion of peace) no mote

then according ro the humanity ina figurative man.

ner: butthe earthly wicked humanity he putreth to

death hisdiviac Spirit,which he declareth from Hea- -
ven ia the heart of the humanity, for to fpiritualize her

(to anew life) inthe heavenly Being or Nature.

131. Ch, Isitfo? By chisI may underftand the
Wordof the Lord, which he hathin former times
{poken, (iying, He that finneth againft the Father, it
isforgiven him 5 and he that finneth againft the Son,
it is alfo forgiven unto him : but he that finaeth
againft the Holy Ghoft, thatisnot forgiven unto
him. L
132. 0/, “Tis very trues and every fin which the
man now finacth againft this cffential light of the
heavenly Natre, the (ame he commits againgt the
holy Ghoft.

133. Ch. How comes it that there is more fin
committed now againt the holy Ghoft thenin for-
mer times 7 o

134, 0l The reafon isthis, becaule God and
Chut were known no farther then figurely without
the man: but men are now taughe in this time to
know his effential Spiritin the life of Chrift (in their
fouls) (o that in thefe days they (ee and perceive what
the finis, which feparates the foul from God + and
againft whom they have finned, the which is againft
the holy Mature of God in the Spirit - therefore the
fin.againtt the holy Ghoftis the moft damnable fin
that men can commit: for every fin which the hu-

’ manity

e

ASpiritnal Dialogue. 137
manity finncth againft the figurely rightcouﬁw!"s.up-
an:rhc}:n the juﬂige of God doth not inflict the higheft
punifhments , becaufe there was to comea clearer
righteoufnefs (whereby rightly to know fin) through
wii'ch righteoufne(s the judgment fhould be brought
upon the World (which is the earthly Nature) the
whichis now alfo come to pafs,

135.Ch, What wonders do I now hear: 1 know
of no other Judgment, but thatthe Lord fhall come
in the Clouds uYon the Rain- bow, and-fo fhall judge
the whole World.

136, 0). What Warld doft 'thou mein ¢ ’

137, Ch, 1 mean the whole circumferenceof the

$400 0
Eailghs. ol, The Word of the Lord is juft and truc :
but thy meaning or judgmenttherein is not accord-
ing to the mind of God : *Tis true,he fhall judge the
World upon the Rain-bow (ghat isuponthe Watcr
ofinconftancy, and in the Fire of envy: ) and he
doth judge it already: butit isthe World, :vhcrg-
of Febn teltificth, when he faich, That the World is
volupmoufncfsof the Fleth, the pride of hfc,. an_d
the luft or concupifcence of the hearr, the whichis
inevery refped, that carthly wicked nature in the
wicked man : and that (ame can no man judge, but
the true effential Spirit of Chrift, to whom this
judgment is given by the heavenly juft God. -

139., Ch. Ithought the fin fhould not be punifh-
ed or judged before thelaft day came upon this out

ward World- 140, ol.
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ys oA Spiritusl Diakogue.

140. 0l Verily,then would the fin rule yet long-

er, and continue in its power, if we fhould expe@it
after an clementith manner : butif we look for it ac-
cording to the heavenly truth, then is the new or latt
day already come, which isthe effential fpiritual day
of the heavenly Being, which the righteous Being of
God brings upon all ungodly fins, torootthe (ame
out of the heart of the humaniry, and to put themto
death : asthe Lord hath heretofore fpokens thathe
would deftroy theSon of perdition with the breath of
his mouth s for as the fin or iniquity isa falfe wicked
Spirit, fo muft the fame Spirit be put to death by the
true divine fpirit of Chrift.

141. Ch. T wonder to hear fo much of the Works
og the Spirit:. I have neither known nor takea notice
of ir..

142. 0l, Ibelieveit.

143, Ch. Whar's the reafon of it ?

144. 0l Becaufethou artblinded (through the
carthly defires, withvain fantafies and vain imagi-
nation, by reafon of which thou cantt neithet know
nor receive in thy Soul any Chrift-like fpisitual
works,

145. Ch, YetEcalland pray to God, and ufeor
frequent all Servicesthat Ican,.

146. 0J. T belicve it well: but thy Prayer and Ser-
vices are carthly, and proceed from the felf intereft
or propriety of the flefh, by which thou defireft to
receive thy propricty futabletothe carthly natre:
therefore thy prayers cannot enter intoHeavcnfbe-

. ore.

A Spiritual Dialogne. - 139
fore God: but the Earth confumes them, as Fames
teftifies, . )

147, Ch. Maywenotthen pray,whiltt wearein
earthly heavinefs or perplexity 2 .

148. 0l Yrs: bntwe may pray in the eastbly

blindriefs, s the Difciples of Chuift prayea in their
earthly underftanding : that s, Lord,teach usto pray
according to thy will - thatis, in fpitit and truth :t0
which the Lord faid to his Dilciples hitherto ye have
asked nothing: ask in my name (thatis, inhis holy
Being)and ye fhall obtain:and in this the holinefs and.
wifedome of the fefh is broughr under: and the Spi-
rit and the Being of Chrift rifethup forto teach the
Soul to pray 2 Chrift-like prayer,as he himfelf pray-
eth, notthat hisown humane will fhouldbe done,
but that the Wil of is heavenly Fathet fhould be
done : andin that Prayer thereisno felfncfs in the
fcth defired : thereforcitafcendsupto GodinHea-
ven, . i

Take is 10 beart.
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The Prefacetothe Rounerancz.

Elowed Reader, Glue ear tothe powerfulex-
perience of the Uniform Spirit, Afeer we
bad quietly ended our Difputations, Pro-
werbs and Dialogus, and were minded to be-
take our felves s whileto the divine reft,then

we heard a wariable or insonfiant noife upon she earth
(that is in the carthly. Being)in fhew o appearance: of
AIM? joy : by reafon of which , we were-amafed inoxr
Souls (that i, inowr lifc) pondering in owr minds what
terrible noife i this upon the carth,refembling & hely joy.
Andbecanfewe had no more ¢t firft but s [emblance of
it , andneither knew nor underffood whether the fame
noife were a yejoycing or a brawling consention, thercfore
wedrew [omwhas nearer 5o the noife, fortosakea more
exalf novice of it : andwhen we: came neare unto is, we
perceived (shrough she Uniform Spiritythat it was the
wain heathenifh lufts with sheir wicked diffolnie loofe
Jenfes and tboa”g/m, which (in divifion) frors all corners
of the Earsh, badjoyned themfelves tagether (every one
with his carthly propriesy) in & Rownd- Dance (as well in
their earsbly joy, as in their earthly consentionyunder 4
@oew of helinefS, for sobring she Earsh (which i the
" carshly

A Prefacetothe;, &e. 141

earthly mature) into confufion: which confufed Rownd-
Dance webave here follawing, in part writien for the
well affeéFed Reader, that he may fec, tafte and feel whe-
ther bis foul be guilty in this Rewnd- Dance ot no,
3. For whereas we finde (shrough the quict uniform
Spirit) and perceive, vafte and feelsnour [oul, thst the
practice of she whele carthly World is 4 vain beathenifb
confafed Round- Dance, as well inward, as ufter a crea-
surelymanner owtwards and ihas meerly by the earthly
divided and brutifh Spirits which have brought she hu-
mane natwre with Body and Soul, into the vain, wild,
confufed Round-Dance : whereby they bave fo blinded
the fame humane natwre, from the divine pature, that
18 neither knows nor perceives in she Soul, any God, Spi-
vity or Life Gaccording 10 the heavenly syuth: ) there-
wpon we are moved 10 seftifie alistle of the deftructive
Spirits, which buve drawn the humanity ime the confu-
Jed beashenifh Rownd-Dance, hoping that the [ame hu-
manity hereby will perceive a little of hey own blindnefs :
Forthe humane nasureis foblinded by the carthly Spi-
vits; that fbe is ignovans of the beavenly God y yea, fhe
i1 by he earthly Spirits fo blinded in the confufed Reund-
Dame, shat fhe(in her condition)knows nesther God,nor
Dewil,
3. Andthrough this blindnéfs a: ¢ all the humane lufts
(inf am.earshly confufed Being) surned 10 the clementifs
creatures : yea thereim the earthly lufis have their joy or
forvow s and have ot in sheir blindnefs any orber work,
buft or defire:s bus (in confufion) 10 she element:[brcrea-
tures : And they know nos alfo how 10 judge, or 4o [:rv;
Ge

Early English Books Online, Copyright © 2019 ProQuest LLC
Images reproduced by courtesy of Bodleian Library




142 A Prefaceto
Gud yor-vhe Devil, any otherwife then after acreatwrely
manner with cl{mmn/{ creaturely things,

4. Tea, albeit that the fullen human Being, throngh
she [ubtile knowledge, would fpiritualy judge of God and
the Devil : yet bath it no other judgmcm,iuummrc-
Uy after an elementary manner (uccording tothe earthly
comprehenfion)without hins, .

5. And thenthis God and Devil (according to the
Fudgment of the fignrativeman) muftbe (as be concei-
wesh) bodily ina particular elementary place, withons
bim ;" And [0 likewife are all Gods Minisiers avd carth-
Uy Spirits judged by figurasivemen, with bodies, afrer
an clementaryway, wishout them.

6. 1t s true, The earshly Spirits takeso shemfelves
she duminion over the creatures,for 10 accemplifh and per-
form after a creaturely manner) their malice ar»wic{:d-
nefs byearthly men, even as the divine Spiriss alfe do
but of themfelves they have no elementary creatures,

7. Thefe [everal earshly Spirits fandmuswaly in one
degree of wickednefs, but are diftinit in manners or con-
ditions, and they raife up feveralworks in the bamanisy :
[othat the Divel by bis earthly [piriss, can bring forsh all
ungodly malignivies in the earshly humanitys wherewith

. hetakes hold of the earshly humanity, and binas ber in
Joub and body, “and brings ber with fouland body 10 the
vain confufed Round- Dancey where [he whally loofesh the

knowledg of the heavenly God, withthe defirable lifero -
God.

8.. And then the effential Deity ffands bebinde the

Round: Danse, and [be fees and perceives thas. fhewho ;}t
B she

the Round-Dance. 143

the defire of Life is wholly left by she carthly humanity
(whe h{xh bfm::n ber [(lf} w{bt confufeaRownd- Dance)
and fo (for atime) foe wholly leaves the bumanity, and
less er leap inthe Round-Dance as high as fbe can, be-
ping tiy.x!ﬂfz will after a while be at leafure,to think again
wupon her heavenly God and Creator, whe bath given life
amtober : and 10 this end God (by his mefengers) [peaks
omae times into her afar off, at adiftance, 10 let herun-
derftand, thas be is not dead : but that he (with bis meck
effential Spiritywaits upon her, in hapethat fhe will turn
ber defire again 1o1he beavenly God, f_ar her [.flvman :
Forthrough the defire, God would deliver again the hu-
manity from she confufed Rownd- Dance, and. bring ber
intothe biged Chrifily reft of the aniform lifes where
Jhe Jhall have no more but one effential meck Spirit o
rve. .
/‘9. And for that fervice which fbe with her defire brings
1o the mniform fpirit, Jhe receives for the fame the uni-
formity of lifein the beavenly Being. o

10, Oh confider well wpon this uniform fpirit; and
then upon the feveral cart bly Spirits, which have their
swork in she unreformed humantty, whom the eartbly man
judgethsobe crearurally and perfonally without him.

11, And all the wife ones of the World are fubjet? 10
this opinion: and they declare alfo(sm all their teaching
and Books) that they are all creaturely Spirits, without
the bumanity 5 the which are all blinde earthly teitimo-
mies : and they make and beges likewife(by their teaching)
none but blinde Difviples 5 and & grear vexasion or
mifery botb in body and foul upon she earth,.

125 News
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144 A Preface to

12, Now forafmuch as we huve found 1his miferyin
our hitmanity, and are made pareakers of itinour fiul:
therefore we in onr mifery v perplexity, have called 1o
the effential God forkis gries

X3, And through cries and Prayers to the gracions
wniform God, he revealed himfelf asa [pirisual Being in
our hawanity: 1 fayasa Jpiriinal Being, towhons ne
perfonal nameis to be given.

14. Through'this_ revelation we perceived all the
earthly divided Spirits inowr bumanity: ar which we
were very mush firicken intoserror and fear, by reafon of
the fiid cvil Spiriss : Andif the effential beavenly Spi.
7it had not been onr help in this onr tervor, we muft of
force bave perifted in the pit of Hell,

35, Now forafmuch as this grase is hapned to us froms
the effential Deiry, threugh ihe meck uniform heavenly
Spirits Therefore in refpetf of nature (s is faid) e
couldnor furbeare, but muft reflific before thefe erring
earthly blinde men, fomeshing souching thefe earthly Spi-
7its, which have been [0 long concealed in the unreform-
edmen : and thi 55 alfs for ajoy 10 the [piritual man that
harhyeilded bimfelf 1d the way of the Spirit,

16, Look upon it with Jpirisual eyes, and judge of
it witha fpiritual heart, and then you [ball underfiand
within you what is here deferibed,

L7. When Fofua(rwhich is the (alvation of ifeyheard
the fbous and noife of the [wple, be fpake 10 Mofes (which
3 the righteon|nefs of the Law s | There i5 4 noiff and
erying ont in the Campe, as if it were of war: He an-
[wered, 1t is 10 noifeaf Butel againft one anather, as if

one

the Round.Dance, s

e bad the maftery or prevailed againit theother: Bus
2 bear anoifeor [ong, a¢ if men leaped and danced, New

when he wai come near 10 the Camp,

and faw chat they by

dacing before their God, wey ippedthe Calf which they
badmade (which is the thzﬂd o, }Pt/ml he w£t:d ugry’,

and caft the Tables ous of

is hands, and brake thens be

neathibe Mountiand be took the Calf and barnt it to duff
with fireyind firemed it upon the waser,and | gave the fame

10she children of Ifrael o drine,
bmanity muf drink ber own impies
af the righteous Law) even 10 4 deas

that is, she brwsifp
(sbrough she power
. Exod, 32,

The
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The ‘Roand«i)ance, wherein the V. it

Heatbenifh Lufts, with their wic-
ked  diffolute " loofe Senfes -and
< houghts, have gatbered themfelves
together from all (orners of the
Earth, and Dance, Leap and Fump
bhand in hand to Hell.. .

. Chapter 1.

Ne meek quict heavenly effential Spiric,
may fecmany divided feveral carthly
figurative Spirits ( which have their
work inthe earthly man)and can di-
ftinguith them by their works : but

many earthly Spirits cannot fec any one quiet effen-
tial Spirit,neither can they tafte nor feelit in its work,
and this is the reafon that they have no fcllowfhi;!

, with the cffential Spirit,

2. By

The .?{ound«.‘l)ancc,;. 147

2. By this fight whichthe heavenly quiet Spirit
elfentially hath, itcan fec, tafte and be fenfible of all
the feveral workings which God fendeth torth by his
meffeagers; andalfoall the carthly Spirits, which
have their work inthe cmhlg humanity : the which

is very wonderfulin che fightor cye of the uniform
Spirit, becaufe it can behold the lovely peaceable
quictnefs in Heaven: and contrary to thatit canallo
behold the great wavering inconftancy of the rude
earthly Spirits.

3. And alltheir inconftancy they bring into the:
{onl of the humanity, and then into the creatural bo-
dy, fortohave their whole work with the ame bu-
manity in the foul and in the creature , and with
the,fame to accomplifh theit defires both inbody and
foul: and for thatend (1 fay Ythey ufurp the whole
man.

4 And forafmuch as ¢hefe carthly fpirits are of
feveral mindes and ‘defires ; therefore they likewile
moye or force the creature into feveral adtions : ac-
cording as the earchly Spirits refolye of fet their
mindes or defires : and to what their defire’or minde
3s, tothe fame they frame their work accordingly :
and are changeable every moment.

5. Yeawhen they have accomplifhed one work;
thenthe carthly lufts have thought upon two others
and thofe ready at hand : fothat by reafon of this the
rude carthly divided Spirits are neverat quict, nOE
i$ their worke ever at anend : and they continually
enforcethemfelves with {_h:i: carthly company, tkt\o
i . 2 - c
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148 The Round-Dance
the earthly difordered Round- Dance s at orfs time
in joy, and at anothes time in great fadnefs ; aRd thar
grﬁ:{r;olt‘l‘: feveral wayes ;h:u one time after thistway,
another time after that ma
their nature and practife is, et accordm? *
6. Yea all thefe feveral and chofen operatioh
:g wm’ﬁ thefe carlﬂf)}X:y fpirits are {ubjeet, thgfe 1 fé‘yi
ey will accomplifh and vi rent=
ey il ac plif perform with the element J
7- By reafon of which the creatures muft likewite’
be tormented by the. earchly fpirits with great i,nf
tollerable burdens in'body and life (contrary to their
naturcyand moft place their blifs or their bane, yez,
their {alvation or condemnation, their riches or po:
verty, their honour or difhonour, their reft or la-
bour, onlyand altogether in the elementifh crea-
tures, for tocomplear therewith (after their earthly
naturc)eicher their joy or their forrow in the earthly
difordered Rownd- Dance 5 by reafon of which the
clementith creatures ‘are chafed and purfued by the
carthly fpirits , asisa Hare among Hounds which
would devour it

Chap. IL.

IN this reftle(s labour the carthly Spirits-defire to
over-Lord onc another : and each one in his
carchly luft would begin the fong in the Round-

) Dance

T he Round-Dance. 149
Dance: anditis his pleafure thatanother alfo fhall
fing to his Tune: By reafon of which they oftimes
fallinto heaps one upon another, inthe earthly dif-
ordered Round-Dances and in this fall each one
thinks that he fhall lye uppermoft; and contrary to
his expeation, he falls beneath into Hell, there to
be tormented, which is his own place,
"2, Now when they have (by thejall ) fomwhat
bated or allayed their earthly contentious defires,
thenthey beginagaina new earthly Round-Dance
(for their God- fervice) and Dance about the golden
Calf, whichis their repentance for their fins: and
thereupon they call to their earchly God, that he
would grant unto them good luck and profperity in
their new Round- Danee(which they account facred)
and they pray not in general, but each one for him-
felf, to encreafe or augmentthe fame, for his felf-
intereft or propriety.

And as foon asthey (through- their cryes to
their earthly God)are in their ﬂiacking fores fome-
what befmeared and plaiftered withthe poyfonous
carthly falve or oyntment, then they recover again
a frefh courage, and take one another again bythe
hand, and Dance sogether inthe difordered Round-
Dance, for to quench the darnable earthly reftle(s
lufts, and then to be at quiet. .

4. For the carthly Spirits think that they by their
1abour or toil fhallobtainreft: but that failsthem »
and they are deceived in their intention 5 but they
know.it not till at laft : For as foon as they have f'olx]n-

at:

s
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150 The Round-Dance.

what allayed their mirthor joy in their carthly lufts,
then they fall again into unquietnefs by an carthly
forrow,

5. And whenthey are feized upon by the earthly
forrow, then they have work againto cry to their
carthly God that he would help chem out of forrow:
but that help endures notlong, becaule it is no more
but an carthly refre(hment:

6. Forasfoon as onc earthly Spiritintends to seft,
there is prefently another in the heart of the earthly
humanity : and begins again the reftlcs labour : and
thatis the fpirit of covetoufefs, for the earthly pro-

Tiety.
7$yYentherc isnotany of all the carthly {pirits ,
that brings greater unquierne(s tothe hearr, then doth
the carthly covetous fpirr, .

8. This fpirit of covetoufnicfs is the fielt (pirit
that brings the Soul and the Creature into the reftle(s
difturbance or commotion,

9. For as foon as the reafonis comprehenfive,
and that the Creature is a lirtlé old, then the cove-
rous fpirit takes the Creature by the ears for its help,
and leads it whetherfoever it hatha minde : and this

is done through the fpiritof ignorance: and thisig-

norant fpirit ftirs up (through the fuggeftion of the
covetous fpirit) many other {prits tohim: pame-
ly the malitious vevengeful {pirit, the arrogaat ot
haughty fpiit, the obitinate or (elf- willed fpirit, the
fpiric of (elf. conceit, the lying {pirir, the unchaft
fpirity the wrathfal fedutious fpiri, theenvious fpi-

rit,
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rit, and yet many more, which we cannot here di-
feribe.

10, All thefe feveral fpirits (through the ower of
the covetous fpirit) leap or skip about with the hu-
maaity (that is 1o fay with foulandbody) like mad
Caivesinthe difordered Round-dance : and as much
asis poffible for them they driveall to confufion,
andthat out of love or refpect to the covetous fpi-
rit

11, And the foundation whercon the covetous
fpirit, withthe other forenamed fpirits build and
drive on their work, it is the fpirit of ignorance
with which in the end they are all deceived. ’

Chap. IIL.

NOW when they are fomwhat.cooled in the dif-
L\ ordered Round- Dance, and thacthey ffand 2
litele quiet in the vain joy,. then the coverous fpirit
cafts his eye upon the propricty of the creatures and
defires to binde and enflave the creatures one t0anoe
ther: and calls this carthly propriety (without the
effential heavenly Drity) a divine matrimony, and
commands that the man fhall fcrape together money
and: goods to propricty, & well for himfelf as for
his wife and children, 25 alfo for toaain honour
and digaity:and then hall be the reft from covetou(-
nefs, as it is concerved 2 -and then both the many
UL - with
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with bis wife and children, maybe merry in the
earthly Round Dance, and enjoy good things,

2. But foralmuch asthis joyis ftirred upin the
creature by the covetous fpirit, and not by God’s
uniform nature: therefore is this joy obedient and
{ubject o the difordered or diffolue fpirits.

3. Andwhen this difordered {pirit hath fomwhat
cooled his lultin the earthly Round- Dance: then
the careful eacthly fpirit begins his work, forto vex
the foul and the creature with care and with grievous
unnatural labour: and faith, the man muft maintain
himfelf, wich his wife and children, and defray char-
ges, thathemay not come to difgrace before men,
And then there is alfo the fpiritof pride near at hand
todrive onthe work: and he faith, aman muft be
dilligent that he may appear with his wifc and chil-
dren in credit before men; and may alfo go as well,
and be aswell efteemed as another, And to effe@
this, the careful [pirit s clofe by, and takes care night

and day for thefe elementith creaturely Children, left
they thould not have (ufficient of the elementifh pol-
{eflions or proprieties. -

4. And now another who hath not any creaturely
children, is oftentimes tormented by the evil fpirir,
becaufe he hath none : fo that the covetous fpirit lecs
none be at quicr.

5. And the blinde ignorant fpirit is in all thefe
things the ground and foundation of this trouble-
fome bufinefs, and will not (by reafon of the defire
to covetoulmefs) forfake or leave this bufic work, al-

though

though he be forewarned by the fpirit of knowledg,
faying, thy work mutt fall, ichathno foundation :
yet neverthelefs be thinks hus work fhall ftand firm,
and not fall, and { labours further into ignorance?
and the recompenfe of his labour s pain, trouble and
vexation,

6. This trouble, painand vexatiou drives him
tothe carthly unknown God, for tocry unto him
and in this invocation the fpirit of ignorance puts his
confidencein the unknown God, and makes him the
Lord and maftei over his labour, -faying, God hath
glven st tome, and bath taken it away again, .

7. Waderftand me yightly, The Ipiric of ignorance
chufeth to himfelf the unknown God; and him he
ferveth in bondage forto ateain his propricty in the
creatures ; and afterwards for his own unknowa fal-
vation:

8, Through this fervice which he performs to the
unknown God, he receiveth the greateft mifery and
unquictnes : and the reafon isthis, becaufe hein ig-
norance undertakes a quarrel for this God, for to ex-
alt him above all other Gods,and to defend him: and
takes much more care forthis-God,then for the qui-
ctor coment of his life, .

9. And by thisthe {pirit of ignotance makes him-
felf known to be the ignorant fpirit, which ferves the
unknown God (to his condernation) for his peculi~
ar reward or hire.

v Chap, 1V,
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Chap. IV.

MOneerning this fpiric of ignoran
p ce a uri
C known God (which he chgu[':rh) it w;‘:';hfirqn-"

der forthe knowing fpirit, dnd for the ignorant man

to talk or difconrfe of,

v

never (uffer one another to be at re!

nor day.

rance.

2 Forthisignorant fpiritand his unknown God
norant fpirit intends to take fome cafe; ‘ﬁ:::;n My
tgggn (G;od léts hiin not be.quict : And when th i
kaor no gd is fallen afleep, then the ignorant fpiric
“ }g n him, and awakens him out of his fleep : {

ac they fuffer not one anether tobe ac quiet nfgh(:)

3. And inthis difturbance it is not fuffici

;kée gCﬂé‘& fpirit, that the ignorant fpiritis gff;:uﬁf
o )]'t e unknown God: but befides this it brings
y € ¢ e;r;cntary creature intothe fame ur‘:quicrr'nefg-‘
h_gc :egc g:xu\ahi:(eqfhurztr; rémcs Tofeth s creatural
l 2 is chafed and driven iril

xgnorancc,fqrrh of one bondage or o;ﬁiﬁ:i:}zg ;[ngf
ther: and thxs(l fay)ivall through the (pigic of igno-

4- Yea, thereisnot among all the reftl iri
any one fpirit that brings thgc’ foul zzsﬁbi:%;'?;;i(:
a}‘g{enrcr peril then the fpirit of ignorance’: and
the reafon is this, becaufe he, makes the fimple fonl

believe,
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belicve tha his défcent or original proceeds from
l;)n{;wledg: andthi s the fpirit of opinioy makes hir

clicve.

5. Conlfider well uponthis. Hereone ignorance
begets another: by medns of whichignordnce rules
ovet thie whole World 5 4nd it brings forthin dark-
n¥fs much ftrange earthly fruitor encreafe,

Qhap V.

~—Ow I fpeaktothe plain fimple Soul, and &y
to her, Ahdear, if thon canit not know this
troutblefoin fpirit of ignorance by the fgitit of know-
ledge: yetnotwithftanding it bekogveth thee to un
derftand it, through thy natural comprehenfion
how that the creature which is compofed of the cle-
ments is (contrary to her nature) driven and chafed
(by the fpirit of ignorance): into all unquietnels and '
difpair : by reafon whereof the creature, during the
fhort time of itslife, ismever atreft: and through
this knowledge of the creaturethe fpirit of ignorance
might become fomevwhat rightly known.

3. Butnow I find by the knowing {pirir, thatthe
fprrit of ignorance gath fuppre ' and totally fubdu-
ed the knowledg or underftanding of the fpitit of
knowledg : infomuch asthe fame knowledg of the
knowing {pisit may not appear or come in fight, bé-
fore it hath altogether deftroyed the fpiric of igno-
rance, in (ucha forc as the knowing fpirit may not

Va2 with
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156 The Round-Dance.

with juftice or {afety reftore it againtfor verily,both
body and foul do often perith through the fpirr of
ignorance,

3. And by the power of the (pirit of ignorarice, all
deftructive carthly pirits are kept to continue in theie
ignorance, whereby the true heavenly God, and the
horrible devil in helland al(o the humanity upon the
Earth muft tarry or abide under the jgnorant {piric,
till unto the judgment of righteoufnefs,

4. Andthis {pirit of ignorance isthe darknefsin
every earthly man : but the darkned humanity knows
itnots and by reafon thereof (he hath not any defire
afterthe light of Heaven: for where the darknefs is

kaown, there the lightis defired : and where nnqui-+

ctnefss known, there reftand quitaefs is defired.

5. Theretore the {pirit of ignorance 4s the obftru -
Gtorof knowledg 5 and takes the humanity Captive
(inignorance of her felf, of her God and of the De-
vily that fhe cannot attain to any truc knowledg of her
prefent Jife or condition: yet notwithftanding the
fpirit of k nowledg appears or comes oftentimes be«
tore the doot of the heart 5 butthe {pirit of ignoe
rance keeps him out, that he is not entertained,

6. Forif the fpiritof knowledge enter into the
heare, then would the (pirit of ignorance be con-

{trained t6 depart with fhame , and would bring his

luft or defire 1o the earthly death.

7. Therefore the [pirit of ignorance takes the hu-
manity by the hand,and jumps with her into thé con-
fuled Round- Dance (that is, into the hcalh:ni(}\ iiif-

olute
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folute Being) becavfethe thould not*mind or think
upon the {pirit of knowledg.

8. Forif the humanity think uponthe knowing
[pitit, then the fpirit of ignorance is perplexed
ortroubled, and (aith, Weknow not what we fhall
know hereaficr : and thercupon takes the humanity
again by the hand, and leaps with her intothe con-
fufed Round- Dance : and thus they dance in all

. reftlefs blindnefs towards Hell, and never atcain un-

tothe known contented fpirit of reft: forthe carth-
ly heathenith diffolute pirits can never find any reft-
ing place, where they may fit down.

9, Forwhere the one enters, the other muft firft
depart: and whatto the one (in the chufing)is 2 God,
thatto another ¢in the chufing) is a Devil: and what
the one makes for a Devil,that the other again makes
fora God.

10, Where by their Gods and Devils dwellia one
houfe, namely in the carthly heart : the one I {ay, is
the Hypocrite, and the otheris brutifhaefs or con-
fufion, N .

Hefe Godsand Devils arc likewife made of
one matter or fkuff;and are I fay nowifhed by

 the earthly humanity, with one maner of food(which-

istheignorant luft or defire of felfnels or propn‘ctys(i
an
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158 The Rgund-Dance.

and alfo a difcontent, becaufe 2 man cannor get
cnough of the propriety.) Thefe are the facred fer-
vices, wherewith the Gods and Devils are honored
or difhonored,

2. And thefe facred fervices muft (in ignorance )
be performed in the heathenith confufed Round-
Dunce, ina twofold manner (that is, in a heathen-
itlymirth,and in 2 heathenifh fadnefs)and that as well
tothe Divelsasto the Gods.

3. Forthe Devilsare at fometimes Gods; and
the Gods are at fome times Devilss according as
the carchly lufts are imployed by their Guds and -
Devils: for the carthly lults make the Gods and
Devils themfelves,

4» Thele fervices are grounded by the carthly
fpirits, upon two foundations: the one isupon the
easthly God (which is hypocrifie or diffimulation )
and the other is uponthe Devil, which isthe hea-
thenifh deftruétive confufion or diforder,

5. But he that ftands upon this foundation of con--
fufion or diforder, he accounts theother to be a con-
temptible fervice for his fuppoled God, and faith or
believes, thathe by his fervice drives away the hy po-
crite from him, and liveth(as he conceives) without
guile, inthe freedom of his God,

6, And the performance and difcharge of thefe
{ervices muft point out or diret 2 mian to the eurehly
Round- Dunce, or elfe itis not taken nor receféed for
any performance. w

7. And wholotver betakes himfelf with the earth-

ly
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y (pirits to the earthly Round-Dance, he prefently
:'zc‘;g:ms from-the Chy;unm or Fore-Singer of the
Round-Danee an earthly joy or delight, by which
he conceives it is:a pleafant and joyful fervice for his
God, and retrns many thaaks unto him for the

)oys.. Andifhe hathleap'd fomewhat too high in the
earthly Round- Dance, yetnotwithftanding Godis
ful of mercy to forgive fucha thing: for verily he
id it out of joy or rejoycing.

d‘dyl.t This j)o)}; with thmcfcy of the earthly God,
keeps the carthly Round- Dance in-fo greacan honor
or eftcem,thatit cannot fall o perifl, as the heathen-
ithjoy fuppofeth.

Chap. VIL.

’” I \He quict uniform fpirit that fands behinde the

earthly Round-Dance, wonders herear, and
beholds whata wonderful company affemble from
all firange or forrain wild Countries,to this confufed
Round- Dance, holding all hands together : at which
the quiet nniform fpiric admires the more, to feefo
many feveral fpirits to jum‘E about in a confufcd

i

Round-Dance : and they all fing gge Song s and the
. Song bagins thus,
"2 of
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160 T he Round-Dance

2. Of Self-will I take my fill,
Somy Foy continnes flill.

3. Every onc will be the leader of this Song : and
the leader alfo thinks that none can fing fo well as he:
and that he with his Song honors and keeps together
the whole confufed or wi%d Round Dance.

4. Andif there be-any of all the fpirics that a little
withdraws his hand, for to depart from the wilde
Round-Dance,then is he held faft by the other hand:
forhe that will enter into the Round-Dance is to
faften or put to both his hands.

5. Moreover the joy ia the wild or confufed
Round- Dance (whichis the confufed heathenifh laft
or defire) prefently appoints him a Preacher, which
gives unto him admonition, thatif he depart from

the carthly Round-Dance, then he fhall loofe his

Joy. 5

ys, And this Preacher can keep thefe feveral -(pi-
ritsin divifion amoag oncanother 5 howbeit, inall
unquietaels, becaule they are divided, or are feve-
ral in their lufts or defires,

7. Forthe covetous fpi itis wholly inclined to
the earthly felf-intereft or propricty, and {ecks no-
thing inall his actions and undercakings, but felf-
intereft or propriety : and thatis his God.

8. Theproud or haughty fpirit ufcth all his dili-
genceto havea great refpe or eftcem, andtoat-

fain
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tain unto promotion above all fpirits upon Earth,

9. The malicious revengeful fpiritis altogether
inclined to malice, and toaétall manner of revenge
swhere he hath power or ability.

. 10. Theunchaft fpiritisinan carthly unquench-
able flame,addiced toallunnatural epicurean flefh-
Iy lufts: fo thar his lafcivious defires cannot be fatit-
fied, e

11, The wild heathenifh {piritis wholly inclined
toall ungodly diforder:andiitis a grict unto him,that
he cannot lay walt both Heaven and Earthin the
heaghenith Being or Nature. . . .

12, The lying {pirit-isinall fained lies wholly
given to wait upon the lying or deceitful Nature.

13, The ftubbora orfelf-conceited fpiritis whol-
ly and altogether benttolive after his own wills and
that with violence and indignation , againft thofe
that are therein contrary nato him. ;

14 The carelefs of neglegent fpiric lets allhis
goods and fubftance, occupation and welfare, yea
every thing whereby body and foul thould liveorbe
preferved, goto raine. . .

15. The fpirit of drunkennefs is prone tothe de-
fruion of every thing that belongs to God or Na-
ture, and that without knowledge cither of G_f)d, or
ofthe devil : yea alfo without knowledg of himielf:
for from this fpirit there proceeds not only one man-
ner of wickednef(s, but all kinds of malignity (as

horedoms, deaths and hersy wich lic hidin

the fleth,

x 16 The
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16, The vainlight minded {piritis difpofed or in-
clined to utter and fer forthall idle fcandalous. un-
godly light minded and foolith jefts: yea,if he could
but think aponmore, hewoulddoit: for which he

expeds.c d and it fora recre-

ation, or pafling away time.

17, The {pirit of curiofity is altogether inclined to
all heathenifh affectation, for to imploy hus whole
luft or defire to be exquifite in his clemental things:
and makes his God and Heaven of that.

18. The envious or malicious fpirit is wholly
bent o all envious malignaiit bifterncfs, to deteét or
accufe bim to every one, thatis notof his own-mind
or judgment.

19, The fpiritof clofe diffimulation, is wholly
inclined to hide all things(whither good or bad)from
the light, and it is ofc-times done by lies.

20. The pirit of earthly holinefs is altogether ad-
di&ed to his carthly chofen Ceremonies, for to gac-
aith with the famehis hypocritical faniry, before
men,

21, The prating or talkative fpiric is wholly in-
clined to carry the only talk, and lofty and haughty
words before all others, without giving ear to what
another faith. |

32, Obferve and confider well wpon this. ‘There are
all thefe feveral earthly fpirits, befides many more
whichcome alltogether in company, to the favage
carthly Round- Dance 3 and they leap or jump with
enc another, round about on cvery fide toand a-

; . gain
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ain through and back again,without order,and thus
%hty dcmcc:g (with a heathenith delight) the heathenifh
wild Round-dance to Hell: L
23.And the humanitK which is accompanied with
thefé carthly fpirits to the Round- dance, {he danceth
likewife into Hellwith the fame damnable carthly
{pirits.
P 24. But neither the humanity, nor the earthly fpi-
rits know of themfelves that they are dancing in the
ath orzoad of damnation : but the meek uniform
pirit,which ftands behind th ¢ earthly Round- dance
he patiently looks upon itwith heavy eyes (thatare
full of tears) and fuppofeth that the humanity fhould
fpeak to him for his advice, how he might depast
from the confufed Round-daace. .

25. Now when the uniformmeck fpirit fces that
the humanity is not weary or tired in the wild
Round-dance, then he regofeth himfelf within his
own Being, and lets the humapity danceto death
with herearthly fpirits. .

26. And the reafon why fheisnot tired is, be-
caufe the fpiritof ignorance hath implanted a hea-
thenifh joy within ber, for to keep her faft tied there-
unto,

Chap, VIIE
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Chap. VIIL

N Ow whereas the uniform {pirit, refteth in his

. W uniform peaceable falvation, and looks out of
his peaccable (alvation npon the damnable unquiet-
nefs of the earthly fpirits, with which the humanity is
affociated ; and that fhe(by the infiru@ion of the Ipi=
rit of ignorance)ieaps about within the round- dance
near to Hell ( without taking notice of the uniform
fpirit : ) thercforc is the uniform (piric compaffionate
towards the faid humanity, becaufe theis of his Ge-
neratien.

2. And the uniform fpiriv through compaffiss
fends his Servants ‘or'Minigersto the hgumanli‘l‘)'l’, ’b?l.\?g
atevening and morning, and alfo fometimes in the
night, anddemands of her whither fhe have not ye
danced her felf 3 weary, in the confufed Round-
dance (that is, whether the yetfees not the blinde un-
quictnefs of the Werld:) butifthe humanity Hath
&ill her chicfeft luft or defire tothe carthly Round-
dance, then fhe can give no anfwer to the meffengers
of the uniform {pirit, becaule flic underftands not
the language of the meflengers:and the reafon is this,
becaufe the meflengers of the uniform fpirit fpeak
the Hebrew tongue, .

3. (The which fignifies 2 paffover obt of the fleth
into the [pirit: and that the humaity alfo fhould
turn.
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“turn from the fleth o the fpirit, and pafs over from

her wild reftles heathenith Round-dance, intothe
true quictuniform Spirit.) . -

4 Which Hebrew language is not {poken at the
heachenifh wild Round. Dance: Therefore the bru-
tifh humanity cannot {peak this languagein her hea--
thenith contufion, unlefs the2pply her felf ro learn
the Hebrew tonguey .

5+But if fhe will mot pay for her fchooling to learn
thic Hebrew language, then the fhall neves beable to
give the meflengers of the unitorm (pirit any an(wers
for they know not the heachenith fpeech, and the hu-
manity underftands not the Hebrew language &
cherefore bere canbeno conference held to unitor-
mity.

Chap. IX.

Nderftand by this, O Youth, the difference
IV{ of the heavenly nature, and of the carthly na-~
ture: and obferve, tafte; andfeel inthy heart, how
unlike thefe two natures atc one to another inthe hu-
manity: and how far they differ from one another
yet they {peak very oftento one another,  °

2. Therefore in reafon the humanity ough to un~
derfiand the Hebrew language, becaife the Lordof
the Hebrew meflcager, is Likewife by right her Lotd
which hath given life unto her. - o

- 3 Bur,
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3. Burbecaufe the humanity hathchofen to her
felt the carthly (pirits for her Lords: therefore fhe
knowes not her Lord or Maket, asto live in his qui-
et {pirit and being.

4. And this comes from hence, becaufe fhe hath
yeilded her felf with the brutith carthly pirits to the
difordered Round-dance,and hath danced the round
with them, in the difordered brutifh life: and this
is donc in blindne(s and deafnefs, And notwith-
ftanding this fhe fuppofeth that he well knows her
blind lite, becaufe the earthly lying Spirits perfwade
and rell her, thac fhe is alive, whercas indeed the is
dead before her Creator.

5. Conflder well mpon this. This blind infenfibili-
ty the gersby jumping round about in the confufed
Round-dance.

6. For by how much the more a man leaps about
atthe confuled Round-dance, by fo much the more
mad and blinde he is.

Chap. X.

NOW for to bring this bliaded mad humanity in-
to knowledg, the uniform (pirit fends unto her
his meffengers, and caufeth them atfirft to publith
death unto her (wherein the ftands guity before her
Creatorjtothe end the may feel the fame death in her
carthly lifc,and acknowledg it in her foul : and wb&:
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e truly feels this in her earthly life, then fhe fhall at
21:(! Eccyl a fpiritin her_thatfhall declare unto her 2
diflike to the confufed Round-dance, which fpirit (he
fhall know by his teftimonic, that he is fent forthby

atot. B
hcrf_;ch rough this diflike fhe fhall perceive a fpirit in
her, which fhall publifh to her the repentance for her
vain heachenifh brutith life, which fhe hath had with
the cavthly fpirit in the carthly Round dance,

3. When the hymanity hathrceceived this tefti-
rmonie of repentance, then fhalla (pirit apearin her
foul, which fhall publifhito her the forrow and a~
mendment of the heathenifh wicked life. -

4. Andupon the forrow there will appear a fpiric
in her, whicls will publifh to her death in the heathen-
ifh earthly life (for to compleat the repentance,)

5. And thisis the moit terrible [pirit fhe meets
with among all fpirits:for all the other fpirits have hi-
therto been tollerable : but the fpirit of death ictakes

whole life.

ﬁwg l;t:xet if this death extends no furtherthento the
wicked life, whercinaman hathlived in {hc confu-
fed Round-dance, thenicis buta corruptible death,
but if that death pafs over the humanity, then itisan
cternal damnable death, which never ceafech,.

7.For in cafe a wicked death followed not a wick-
ed life, the carthly man would-never think upon the
beavenly Deity : albeit that Godhould declare uato
him the heavenly life alone, without death, yethe
would haveno defire thercunto, forto forfake his
earchly life forit. 8. But.
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168 T he Round-Dance.

8, But forafinuch as God (by hisrighteous Ju-
ftice) hath publithed dearh to the earthly life 5 there-
fore the earthly manis affraid of death: by reafon
of which heis (with lamentation) moved in fome
meafure to hearken afterir,

9. Yer thishearing enters at firft no further then
intothe earthly fancy or reafon, which thinksto fa-
tisfie the Juftice of God, witha fhew of a forrowful
holinefs: (aying that God’s teftimonies are fo glori-
ous and fe clear, that no man may gainfay them.(up-
pofing this to be fufficient: O no! With thisisthe
poor foul deceived, andis much more blinde then
fhe was before the earthly fancy or reafon undertook
for her the falle faisfaction,

10. Therefore the foul may not truft or believe
the fubtile knowledg or fancy: but the muft take
heed to the {ent meflengers of God, which publith to
her the deathin the heathenifh wicked life.

Chap. XI.

Ake notice here,  Thefe fent meflengers have

I their Commiffion from the Jutice of God ,

and are the revenging {p.rits, which in this laft pare

of time thall proclaim God’s Jufticz upon the Earth

(whichis the earthly heart) for to punith with death

the enemiesof God (which are the earthly fpirits in
the humanity.)

2. Now
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2. Now when the carthly fpiritsate condemned
o deattbq, fo that they fing noy more before the foul in
the carthly Round-dance, then isthe foul rid or dif+
charged of the delight to the confufed Round-dance,
and the Round-dance is feattered and routed inits
carthly confufion: and Death hath gotthe maltery
over the brutifh round-dancing ‘hft, .

3. And as much life or delight as the humanity
hath had with the earthly fpiris in che carthly
Round- Dance, fomuch deathis the fubjeétto, and
partaker of, with the earthly Round-dancing fpirits,

. Now whenthe humani;y liethin death, and is
comprehended of furrounded with che fame, then
there appears unto her 2 fpiric, which declares unto
her, that fhe muft defixemercy from her Creator, in
hope that he will receive her againinto his quiet uni-

n (pirit,
for;x- g):»lv ‘when the (in the defire of mercy to be de-
fivered from death) israifcd up by the fame fpirits
fo thacthe defire (in humility) ftands firmina ;cén-
ftant Being, then appearsin her a fpirir, whichde-
clares unto herthe Promifes and folemn Covenant
of God, and that with condition. . )

6. (Thatis, i fherely upon the Promifes, in 2
firm hope of belicf, and walk inthe obedience of
God through faith , fhe thall(in the latt patt of time,
whenfhe hath fulfilled the obedienceof Godinthe-
beliet) be delivered by the power of the uniform fpi-
1it, from the carthly death, and from the carthly

fpirs.) . 7+ Aad
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7. And under thefes gracious promifes,there ap-
pears to the humanity many prophetical fpirits,
which declare and publith unto her ina prophetical
manner, at what time and when thefe Promifes thail
fulfilled or accomplithed.be

Chap XIL

NOW whenthe humanity Rands comprehended

under the fervice of the Prophefy, and that fle
takes heed to the time of the Prophe ge 5 there ap-
pears then unto her a powerful fpirit, which tels her,
thatthere fhall be born out 6f the Deity, and outot
the obedient humanity, a pure undefiled Doctrine ,
in achaft Virgin-like Nature; and out of this Virgin-
like Nature fhall be bora a fon,proceeding out of the
Deity,and out of the humanity, who fhail fulfill the:
faid Promifes, which the Creator hath promifed
through his uniform fpiric.

2. And when this is publithed to the humanity by
the prophetical fpirit, and that the joyns her belicf
thereto (with a defireand firm confidenae) then ap-
pears to her a prefent fpirit, whichis not propheti-
cal, but prefent or athand ; and itis the ‘Graceand
Mercy of God,

3. Thisgrace (peaksto the obedient humanity :
Prepare the Way of the Lord 3 for the Time is ac
band, thatthe deliverer from death fhall come.

4. After
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4. Afterthar there appears another fpitit, which
declares to the foul how and in what form or fhape
the deliverer from death fhall appear:namely in low-
Tinefs or poverty, in contcmpt or ignominy, and in
innocency or fimplicity of Nature:

5. And in this declaration the Deity (through the
ure undefiled Dogrine) affumes her power inthe
urmanity , and becomes likewife man with the hu-

mane Being,

6. This Deity appearsat fitft before the figura-
tive man, in fimilitade, as 2 man; otherwife the
figurative hum ity were not able to receive or enter:
tain the Deity,

7. Tn this figurative appearance the Godly huma-
nity (after 2 humane manner) entersinto the ﬁgx.xra-
tive Being or nature, with the figurative humanity 5
and that both in death and life, according to there-
quiring of the figurative Bc'mE, whercin the figura-
tive humanity ftands comprehended. .

8. And when this divine humanity hath in ail
things accomplifhed her fervice,, concerning God
and the humanity, then the Deiry again leaves her
figurative humane Being , and becomesa fpirit and
being again, like as fhewas before fhe affumed the
humanity.

Chap.XIIL
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Chap. XIII.

Now when the humanity is left by the figurative

humane Deity, thenthere appears unto herat

firft in the humanc Being, a fad mournful {pirit, be-

gu_(e the neither fees nor feels the humane figurative
eity.

2. And this fad forrowful fpiric tels her (for a
comfort) that fhe fhall keep her mourning in the
vifion of peace, and not ftir from xhcncg(according
tothe Word of the Lordbefore the ftill uniform {pi-
rit make her partaker of his heavenly nature.

3. (Behold to this end fhall the fad humanity
Cwith conftancy) €arry in the vifion of peace, with-
out lookingany more after tipes and figuresfor a
comfox.)d . N

4. And after this there appeares unto h in-
finite perfeét cffential fpirit, v none the in

5. When the humanity hath received this perfedt
effential {pirit, then fhe fcesno more f ures, neither
carthly nor heavenly: burthat which fhe fecs, tatts
and feels, itis altogether fpirit, power, being and
lite: and thatin the prefent perfection of life: and
itisno other init felf, buta heavenly joy with the
perfect effential Dreity, and al{o a creatural joy with
all reftand peace , inthe' natural Being: and then

without obftruétion of the carthly figurative fpirits,
fhe -
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ives Jiud and thanks to the God of Heavens,
fhcgl For thenthe foul(with her luftand life)is gone
paft the carthly fpirits, with theirconfufed Round-
dance ; and Jooks no moreafter the ame earthly fpi-
rits: forfhe reallyand truly finds, thatthe luftor
delightto the eait IK (pirit;in the confufed- Round -
nce brought deatbunto her. i
& 7. And%ik! as the in the earthly Being, hathhad
her delight tothe earthly (pirits in the Round-dance,
fo fhe now dif: likes the fame Rouad-dance, and the
earthly fpirits: yealike as the humanity heretofore
broight all her defire and delight tothe confufed
Round-dance : fonow fhe brings allher defire and
delight to the uniform heavenly fpiic.

Chap. XIV.

Ow when the humanity beholds intheearthly
N Round-dance, the capering of the eartbly
{pirits which are without her, then heis forrowful,,

'8 .
bu;'\vztl; gat);s, the is forrowful becaufe (he fees .wzth-
out her, the hamane Being, leaping and skipping fo
madly and furiouly, infucha confufed heathenith
wicked Being ¢ and fhe isthen joyful and gladin her
inward foul,becaufe the uniform hravenly fpirichach
seleafed her from thence, both inwardly inhes foul,

and alfo creaturally's. and fuither, becanle ?oe “;:
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come paft the mad confufed round-dance : and this is
done through the aid and power of the uniform quier
fpitit,which is the accomplithment of evry thing that
God through his holy Prophets hath promifed to all
fpir talized and regencrated men for their falvation.

3. And when the humanity is thus united with the

meck uniform fpitir, then fhe makes no more her
abode upon the earth, in the earthly Being: O no !
Her delightis taken from all corruptible things, up
into Heaven, withthe cternal uniform meek Ipitit 5
and hath the carth vinder her fect for a footftool s
for which fhe landeth and praifeth the heavenly God
for his great mercy, whicﬂ is come unto her,becaule
fhe through the aid and affiftance of the uniform
meck fpirir, is freed and delivered from the reftlefs
-earthly fpirits 5 and is(by the mercy of God)broughe
out of Hell into Heaven, wherein the may live with
joy in the cternal reft, with thankfulnefs to God,

4. Behold, Then is the humanity { in God)
alightupon the carth beforeall darkned men; and
informs or inftru@s them from the light of Heaven,
how they may be delivered from the filthy darknefs
of the divided earchly fpirits,as far as they will frame
their courle according to the fame dire@ionor in-
ftruction: yea verily the heavealy effential Light en-
lightneth Heaven and Earth that is when thein-
ward foul is delivered from the earthly (pirits,

s. And thenthe natural and creaturely body is
likewife delivered from every unnatural courfe
wherein it was driven(to its oppreffion)by the carthly

) {pirits,
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fpisits + {0 as ic may now from hence forth live
through the meck effential (pirit, inche reft of the
natural Being.

6. Andas the heavenly foul gives thanks to the
effential God in Heavens fothe creaturely lite, the
natural Being, gives likewife thanks becaufe his reft
confifts therein.

7, Butit is norareft in its own carthly Iufts, as
the carthly man (ecks his carthly reft, for carnal in-
tereft: O no ! Itis not in fuch amanaer, as for felf-
intereft of propriety.: biit itis accounted a reft, when
body and foul are fetat liberty from the vain unpro-
fitable carthly labour (to the condemnation of the
carthly Spirits) which the man was {ubjet to: and
when aman isreleafed from this, then the foul and
alfo the creature undertake this lovely delighifnl
workinGod.  obferveitwell,

Chap. XV. -

“Oncerning which Divine Work, there wasin
former days teftified (after a prophetical man-
ner)by the Spisit of the Lotd: where the Spiritofthe
Lord fpeaks to che humanity : If thou oppreffefino
man,and doft pour out thy foul to the hungry(which
isthe Deity, who hungers after the {alvation of thy
foul) and fatisfieft the affliGed fouls then fhali thy

Yight rife up in darknefs, and thy darknefs fhall be 13’
e
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176 The Round-Dance.

the noo-day, and the Lord will continually guide-
thee, andfatisfie thy foul in time of dearth , and will
ftrengthen thy bones, and thou fhalt be as awell
watered Garden, andlikea fpringof Water whofe
waters never fail 5 and thou fhalt build up that
which hath lain wafte a long time, and fhalt lay 2.
foundation that fhall endure for ever snd ever: And
then the Lord faithtothe foul, Look round about
thee, and behold shy children coming to thee, from
the Eaft, and from the Weft, :

2. Thatis, Bchold all thy lufts, fenfes, intend-
ons and thoughts, how remote foever they have biry
inftrange lands, yet now they come uato thee in the’
eternalmeck uniform {pirir, and help to encreafe and
make great thy joy ; and that as faras Heaven and
Earthextendeth, )

3. Then the Word of the Lord is fulfilled,which
he hath fpokenin former days by his Prophets, That
Heaven and Earth fhall be fulsf bis glory,

4. And then the foul paffeth(as St.Panl faith)from
one glory into another: andall this inthe picfence
of the effential fpirit of the Lord, which clightencth
Heaven and Earth: whereupon all the cmth fpirits
are driven into the pit of Hell, from whencethey bad
their Original,

Chap. XVL
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Chep. XVI.

ved Youth, obferve this reRimonic with di-
ligence of thy minde or {pitit, in thy foul s and
ju-geitnotto be without thees butjudgeit tobein
thy inward humane Being,, where thou , with the
‘meek uniform fpirit, fhalt find all thefc earthly fpirits
inthe Round-dance : forthere they carry on their
wotk , which brings thy foul to the vain Round-
pance,and driveaway the meck upiform fpiit forth
of his place; whichwe have feen with the eyes of
the fpiric, have handled with the hands of the fpirit,
“and' have been fenfible of with'the heart of the {pi-
Tits
2. And for this caufe we publifh it likewife equal-
tyzoail lovers of truth, that they may learn to know

_she carthly fpirics within themfelves(which they may

imagine to be without them) and may take a fpecial
cate to arm themfelves againft them, with the meek
uniform fpirit, <

3. Let every one thatwould not be condemned
withthefe carchly fpirits, lechiny Tay feparac from
them whilt be hath time. S

4. Forthe time will come (as St: Panl hath tefti-
fied) that men thatl not be ableto endure the holy

. effential Doctrinein the fpigit

5. Thatis, If the humanity ‘takes not diligent
Lo R A heed
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heed to hertime, when the uniform meek fpirit re-
veals himfelf in her foul, forto over-awe the carthly
fpirits, then the loofeth the uniform meck (pirie,

6. And when a manis forfaken of it, then the
carthly fpirirs cannot endure the teaching of the uni-
form heavenly meek fpirit: but they keep the heart
captive in confufion or diforder.

7. Therefore there is notamore gretious thing ,
thento take heed to the time of thegraces or mercics
of God: forthe time of grace isa pretious time,
whereby the foul may be releafed from the carthly
deftruétive fpirits.

8, Yeaif the foul knew the worth or valew of the
time, fhe would forfake all the earthly affe@ions
(with which men fpend the time in vanity) and regard
the time of mercies, to the end (he may be freed or
delivered from the earthly fpirits,

9. For what is more grievous for life, then the
Goalor Prifon of death ¢ into which the earthly foul
brings her felf, without and againft the Will of God :
and this is unto her(when fhe comes tothe knowledg
of her (clf ) the greateft torment and pain of death.

10, For he that takes away the life trom himfelf ,
he hath no excufe to make,

1. And when the foul fees and feels thisin Lier
felf, then fhe (like the fpitit of Cain)can hardly be-
licve that God hath any mercy leit for her.

12. By reafon of which the grace or mercy. of
God is moved tofpeak tothe difpairing foul afar off,

for tomake known unto her, both her fin axéd bis
ivine
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divine mercy, and thatby feveral means, as well
divine as humane. : L.
" 13. Forbecaufethe Deity hath created and infpi-
£ed the bumanity : yea God him(clf became man s
therefore he contindally knows what is helpful and
profitable for the life of the humaniry.

14. Andto thisend hath the Deity (inthis laft
partof time) fgat her uniform fpitic (out of the id-
den Heaven) t the divided bumanity zpon Earth,to
make known at firftto the fame humane Being or
Nature, its earthly divifion: and afterwards when
the humanity defiresto defift from her earthly divi-
fion, to make known unto herlikewile her uniform
fpiric, in hope that the humane Being will obtaia 2
1nt or defire to the uniform life of God. B

15. And now for this purpofc the uniform {piric
adminiftreth his (piritual fervicein the divided carth-
ly fouls,and that in the fame being wherein the ca;th-
ly fouls are fallens and conferreth wichthe young
Humanity, that beffoweth hislabour to be zcquaint-
ted with God, X .

16. Which fpeech or conference happens in man-
et of a Difputation according s the divided young
humanity iscomprehenfive and inclinable in her na-
ture) as well with inftruétive Sentences, 35 alfobya
Dialogue of Queftions and An(w;rs,and lgkcwn(e by
2 demonftration of the brutifh wicked Being or Na-
rure, which we have called the Round-dance , all
which encounter and fwarm about the carsof the

you?ghumam‘y,. - 17. And
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. 17. Andbecan(ethe uniformifpiric (which s the
divine Old-Age) hathin this fora time ended her
fervice, therefore he transfers'ic to the Youth ina
fhort Conference, which the Old age begins, admo-
nithing him rhat he fhould obferve them for his pre-
fervation : And the Yourh receives them with thank-
fulaefs, like asic here followeth afterthe fixreenth
and laft Chapter, ‘

old- Age.

O Youth ! Obferve the inftruion of Old-agé

A forthy prefervation: and perform the: fame

inthe (ubmnﬁ\xrehobcdii.cncc of God, for thy falvati-

on, even as I have faisfied thée by th i

tca::hing of Old-age, < by she fedidors
Youth,

1, O 0ld-age ! Y muftlove thee for ntjy falvati-
on: for by travelling I am come near untothy dwel-
ling, dnd have there bebeld many manfions, where
Thavea defire to fitdownard reft : for Iby travel-
ing and procecding on, have fearcht through many
places; but Have in o place found reft but with thee :
therefdte Thumblly éntreat thee, thatthou wouldeft
gtant me a place néér uato thy dwellings, wherel
may live atreft: for I amweary, and have endured

B many

with the Youth. 181
many adverfities before I came hither,
old-4ge.

3. Lyerily believe it: for I well know, that thou
canft not come near me, unlefs thou haft pafled
through many ftraits orparrow ways: and becaule
thou defireft to enjoy reft, and to dwell near nato
me, 1 grantit freclyunto thee: But firl confider
well, whither thou be able to continue theres foras
long as thou art not incorporared to the O'd-age, and
made partaker of my Being, till then thowmaft tra-
vel further, and cant not indure my Old-age, be-
caufe the vanity of Youth yet cleaveth unto thee.

For oft-times the unexpericnced Youth is not.
wile enough of him fel 5 yet believes ( aswe in our
Ditputations have recited) that he is very wife and
underfanding : by reafon of which he deceiveth
himfelf, and comes toofhort: for Youth will not be
taughe bucby adverficy.

Youth.

3: O Old-age! Ipartly knowit, anc. 1 am not
come hither without adverfity . and I hope T have
learned fomuch by adverfity, thatl fhall continue
with thee, and'ive in thy being or condition,

old- 4ge.
. That the time will reach both thee and me,and
1 hope thatthe aged wiledom fhall keep thee with

.me, and caufe thee(for nourithment and growth) to
cat
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eat at my table,that thou maift there conter with me,
when thou haft occafion to ufe me.

And we will herewith commitour bufines to God
far a pericét knowledg of his goodneisand power:
and I hepe that thon wilr effectually rake regard to
ourinftruétive Difputations and Proverbs,with what
more eafuies 5 which we have teit:fied outof love to
the Youth asan exhortation: and hall pray uato
God, that he will grant his bleffing and encreafe
thercunto,that thou perith not in thy ignorantYouth,
as many have perithed intheirigno:ance. And when
thou art partaker of the Old-age, thatthou maift be
an example or pattera to all new beginning or com-
ming on Difciples, for to arcain tothe Old-Age: for
in the School one Youth may teach another, {o far as
his Principles reach: and when he hath fully learn-
ed his Princziples, he muft be furcher taughe (by the
Old-age)to the Kingdom of God : fothat eachone
mufk receive his teaching in the School of Chrift,and
render it from himfelf again, even tothe edifying
orbuilding up the houle of God: therefore we (ia
our fervice) pray unro God, that e would raife up
his effential Spirit in the heart of Youth, and awake
itoutof fleep, thatit may be taught through the
fame fpirit: for verily it is the right School- Matter
from whomthe Youth muft entertain or receive the
Old. age: yet certainly one man may excel and teach
another, both in divine and humane virtues: bue the
. effential (piritmuft give the ftrength and encreale to

the renew;ng of agodly life: and muft alfo for ever

ftand

with the Youth. 1853
faft tothe man, letthe body or the creaturs D€
&/Jhr;cr‘c it will. Therefore we point the You'th © ;‘h:r
Old-aged effential Spirit of Chrift,which fhall et
lye nor deceive him, .
Touth,

. 0 Old-age ! I give the thanks for the fame ¢
ang 1 h?)pe thy %arcfuig[crviCe will not be. fruitlelsin
me: yea, 1 know full well, it thy fervice had not
prelerved me, Lhad been fiwallowed up in the way :
for 1 had not the power torefilt mine cnemies, nct-
chee had I wifedomto withdraw and to pafs by them:
therefore I muft (with low obedience) fos ever extol
and praife_thee, cvenunto Heaven : formy dwel-
ling (the defirc of my lifc) is with thee: and alfo 1
find no place of reft, but in the experienced Old-
age, whereon 1 wholly and altogether rely torever,

And hereupon the Youthrefigas bim lelf overto
the Old-age (into the unifqrmity ) whgrcby he
is freed from the perills which Youth is liuble un-
to: and commits his foultothe Old experience of
Chrift, who never fleepeth nor flumbreth, nor is
forgetful, but always wkethcaretor ISRAEL.

An.
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An Inflruttive Conclufion upon this

A reatife.

His is teftified or declared for a pattern
to all young underitandings, that they
fhould take keedto their time, in the
growing uptothe Old-age, becaufe
the breafts of Chrilt yeild plenty of

milk, for the growing up or encreale of the children
of his hely being s which is agracious time for thir-
fty fouls,who hunger and thirft.after the fincere milk ,
of heavenly (weetnefs, by-which the new-born chil *
dren are nourifbed, thatare not ableto endure any
ftrong meat: & he that cnoverts himfelf and becomes
asachild, he fhall receive the mitk into his childith
natuie.

2, For which conveifion a Youth fhall rake for
help thefc ferviceable teftimonics 5 by which he fac
Listime) (hall find, that the {ame which is here difcri-
bed and teftified with letters, is alfo wricten'in his
heart; whereby he may well give credit to thefe refti-
monies: for the fame that is here written, is all (as is
faidyin the heart of man,if it were known in its work:

but-
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but becaufe it is not known befote the unilluminated
man, therefore he muft mecvor find man perils,
and unfaithful pirits in his way, by whichheis of-
ten-times deceived , and muft foffer much gricl
and forrow, before he can get out of their power and
tyrannie, as is above recited : but by aconftant in-
creafe or growing upin the pesfect aged Being of

' God, he maybe delivered from the feveral forts of

{pirits which vex and rorment him. exkavie

3. Thereforethe Youthis not only esaized and
taught by the Old-age, butthe whole family’; that
is, alithe fenfes, thoughts, intentions, and defires
of men ate (by the eflential fpirit of Chrift) inftrudt-
ed inwardly inthe foul, thatthey thall all cqually

refigne themfelves ro the uniformity in God, for 1o

walk onemanner of way, and tolive in onc kind of
defise,, that there miay o longer rule fo many feve-
yal {orts of {pirits in the humanity (for 2 moleftation
and enmity) againft the nature of God : Butthatall
whatfoeveris wavering or inconftantinthe humani-
ty may become of one minde s whichis likewife the

“ teaching and exhortation of holy Pawl, where he
{aith, Eelovedbreshren, beye of ane atcord and of dne
mind; thenshere [ball be nesther [brife nor variinie 4=
mong ye in your Seuls.

4. And all the fenfesand shoughts that are be-
gotten oueof the uniformity of God, they are all
brethren and- fifters of one father and mother: and
they live in one obedience of their God, and are flefh

of oie fleth, bone of enc boae, (piric of onc fpirit
e Aa and
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and foul of one foul, and are the trie commuiiion 6f
Saints,whereof the holy effential fpirit of Chrift is the
head : and itis the Church whereot St. Pas/ (peaks,
that is without fpot o wrinckle; thatis, that they
(namely, allthe @nfesand thoughts, luftsand T«
tentions) be wholly comprizéd and unifed in the
uniformity of God : and whatis noj comtipretiended
inthe uniformity of Ged, thatis o Church of'God :
for God hath no other Church or Congregation bt
his holy Being: and there can be po God: fetvices
petformed to him, without this effential Chureh 6r
Community, »
5, Therefore let every diae éxtiorchis family, thic
they would yeild themfelves équally { with one ano-
ther) into this uniform fellowlhip; thats (as is above
faid) let cach and évery ohe of the humdnitic’s fEAl
and thoughts, ‘wills and defifes, yeild them info the
“uniformity of God, " to the end the heart miy be o
- Jonger plagued and tormicnted with the feveral forts
of fenfes and thoughts : For what grearer plags
“there be then to live in difcord? They may call it life:
butitisdeath, .
6. Obfervewhat s hive 1
awhole Church or fellowfhip, céntained within the
humanity : for the is compofed together of Heiven
.and Earth: ‘and where Hedven and Edrthiare by or-
dinance joynied fogettier, each in fisplace, ‘and ‘¢ach
ones Angel adminifters to him, then the uniformity
of Jife affembles to; is Ordinance ma
a

ified imtoyen, | Thicieis

. oflife affembles togéther: And this Ordipance makes
fetlowfhip, by' an uniform agreemient or concoirbg
Wi
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with one anather : for the Angels and Spirits admi~
nifter to the great God of Ifracl; and when they
have performed to the great God his fervice, then
they further ferve one another (each onein hx§ place)
and each one is 2 Lord and Mafter in his fesvice : for
6 tan canbe a Lord or Mafter, unlefs he become
alfo 2 Servant and Minifter ; and becaufe he s able
to ferve or adminifker, therefore hebecomes 2 Lord:
and he that neither can nor will fesve, he cannot be

a Lord of Mafter.
7. Yc‘a, he thatbecomes not 4 child, he cannotbe

aman, .
8, He thar will not becomea Difciple, he may
not become 2 Mafter, ) .
9. Hethatwill ot come into the pgore_% or low-
eft.

¢ Lt Wis Dot &
cft condition, hg‘cagmotc‘gme, tothe
Ty H‘;}ha“(‘ will ot venture or lie cannot

ain,
g. 11, He that will ot dye, hec
"'z, Hethie will notcome ingo H
Comé int6 Heaven.
13, Hethay v{j{ll,ng; f\gffe,r death, bg cannot re-
ceive ife, ‘ :

ghérjt Honor, o
i6. Beforea rx?éi\'jcom;‘s, tohonorof efteem be-
fore them thiat ace little andlow of underftanding

j ide arh little ories :
e i sdefeed o i 2508 e feeoge
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for to abide 2 nong them that a i i
advanccmhem b:(ogrc God, fe loworlicle, fsan
17. Therefore the humble fpirit of Chrift (i
to the little ones, and to them Pthat have l%?rﬁ?:lr:

taemfelves, if ye have defcended low, I have yet

dcfcgndlr%d iowcr, to fitt you up
18. If ye have fuffered fhame and contempt i
pinthe
ggfgr.l have yet fiffered more to advance you to
19, Ifye have been in torment of Hell,
y X Lyet T have
E::H deeper therein , for to fetch you forsh of

20. Have you fuffered death? I b
moredeaths, forto deliver you from d;‘:tcr. fuffered
21, Have ye fhewed obedience tothe denial of
your felves 7 1 have thewed more o thie obedience
of my father: for I have beeen obedient to the death
of the Crol, for totake away death from you.
forz :,h?a&fth?li been poor# Ihave been poorer:
o] ve forfaken all for thy ‘(akc » to enrich
23, Wherefore O ye that are' little o
;:our ¢, benot difcomforted in your wza}(v;cal]': gﬁ
lack of courage : but remember there is one lefsand
lowo:r then ye,for to raife you up, and 1o exalt your
low condition : For thisis my fervice for which I
gxcb:ego{rcn of r;:y Fat?er,”forto accomplith the
Tvice, tothe praile of i
towly fpirit of Chriﬂ[.. . my Futher, i che
24. Nowobferve, comprehend and underftand,
o]
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O yelittleand lowly ones, faith the fpirit of Chsift,
when I have firft ferved and holpen up you, ir yout
weaknefs to your {alvation, then I pafsto them in
high feats, and fay, .

25, O yethat ficupon high feats, beye not fo
proud becaufe of your highne(s : for Lam yet high-
¢r, forto thruft youaway from your Throne.

6. Ye thatare rich, purno confidencein your
Riches: for I am yetriches, for tomakeyou poor.

27. Oyethatare wife in the fiefh, glory not in

our wifedom: for I am yet wifer, to make you
ools.
28. Ye that arc voluptuous and jocund in the
gefl, be not enfnared and blinded in your carchly de-.
frudtive mirth and jollity : forlam tuller of joy,to
tura your micth into etetnal forfow, )

29, Ye holy and righteous ones in yout conceited
holinels,which your fetves have made 5 do not boaft:
nor truft in your holinefs inthe flcth s for my hoXE-
nefsis far greater, and will make your chofen holi-
nefs in the flcfh, “fin; and your Heaven, Hell.

30, Yethat have puton gravity, and are adorned:
with your prudent fearning, and practicsl fciences of
wit 5 cxalt not your felves in your ownmade Arts,,

which ye ufe for yourown intercfts: for Iwith my

frec heavenly Art, will deftroy you and bring you

to (hamic.- "

1, Obferve and underftand ic withio thee, O

thou upregenesate humanity! and look intothy fejg
¥

ing:

what thy purpofes and pradifes are, wichonnh; [§
" ¢
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being of God 3 and upon what thou placeft thy com-
fort: for what thou undertakeft without the ‘Being
of God, there God is abovethee, and can fruftrate
thee in thy purpofes,and bring thy counterfeit carth-
Iy lifeto death.

32, Fromhence may a man obferve, andout of
bis weaknefs perceive, thatthe humane Being hath
aCreator, whichhath broughther forth; whezeby
fhe muft ackowledg that the oweth tothe fame Cre-,
ater (which is God ) fubmiffion and obgdience, and:
that out of loveto her Creator, and not out of con-
ftraint: for obedience (inthe love of God ) begets
thelife of Chrift in the {ou], 7

33, Butif the humane naturc hath turned away
her love from God (her Creator) fo that fhe cannot
obey God (out of loye) for her falvation, then fhe
muftyeild obedieace to her God per-force, ta her
deadly condemnation :_for gbedicnce muft be thew-
«d tothe great Gogd of Ifrael (becaufc of his majefty
and greatnefs)whitherit be to falvation or to damina--
tion 3 it belongs unto him, who can take it from hime
And the Lord will have obedience, and not factifice.

34, Andall fervices tha are performed out of the
obedience of Chriftithey are agceptablebefore God,
becaufe they are performed out of the obedience of
God, Confideritwefl: Of fuchavalue isthe obe-
diencebetore God: Yea, an obedicnt foulis better
before God, then all the fervices which are done
without the obedience of his eing,

35, This abedignee is (initfe
virtue and righteoufnefs,
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36, And hethac hathnoleve to Gods virtue and

sighteoufaels, he cannot yeild any obedience to

od » that is deceptable to him, or thathe can re-

éeive: Gnd the reafonis this, becaufe heis fove it

(elf, and therefore he cannox accept of any fervices

“tHat 4fe Withoirt love : for. they cannot afcend to
“Hedeen, becaufé the Barth brings them forth: and

whatfocver the Barth brings forth, thatis carthly,
and i€ received again by the Farth, and fo continucs
in the Earth. L .
37, Therefore muftthe humanity(it fhe will ferve
) tﬁc“gcky effepuially ta heptniforin life, forhex fal-
vation) refignic her’ whole heart tothe divine obedi-
‘ence, Waiting continual\%(‘vith the chicfeft defire
“iind love tothé:uniforin’ Diity) inthe ‘obedience of
God for to be'united with the fame uniformity - and
to that purpofe are thefe teftimonics written (astoa
Child or Youth fot to deliver the fallén humane Be-
ing (when itis obedient to the uniform Deity) from
iheeanthly Tpirits.  Take it to beart




eAn Exhortationto a Divineor God-
by afflitted Soul, Concerning the Pa.
tience of Chrift, becaufe it foundno
Divine Fruitsinthe Heart, where
the Uniform Spirit made its Teach-
ing. S
Which Soul is comforted (by the Uni-
form Spirit) with the Pasience of
Chrift: whereby the fallen bumane
Being, is exhorted tothe obedience
of the Chrift-like Being.
And becanfe this Exhortation [erves
well, and is alfo furable with the

fo'rme'r‘,- thercforewe bave let it pafs
with thrs.

Chap. L

P/EY Soul besook it felf to the Chrift-like joy,
% B becaute fhe was in hope that the Chrigtly joy
. would

.
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would bring forth her fruits inthe hearts of men, te
the uniform Chrift-likelifes whereby the Chrift of
God might be known (in its uniformity) tothe {al-
vation of many fouls,

2. Andin the hope and expe@ation, after the
fruits of the Chrift-like joy, there wasa grietor fad-
nefs begot in my foul, whereat Twas much amafed,
and thought, where may this Chrilt-like joy be ftaid
(wich was planted for to bring forth fruir) that it
appearsnot:_for my carneft defireis afterit,

"3, Yea, by reafon of this earncft defirel have
foughtwithall diligenceafterthe Chrift-like joy:and
in the fearch there met me a crafty fubrile thicf, who
was called felinefs in the fiefh,which had ftolen away
the Chrift-like joy, and committed with the joy

(which init felf was chaftand pure) immoderate
whorcdom, and defloured the Chrift-like joy that
it was not like it (elf,

4. This felfaefs in the ficth (the thiefe)carricd the
Chrift-like joy (which it had fecretly ftollen away )
to the lofts of ‘the flefh 3 and perlwaded the faid
Tufts of the fieth, thatitmight very well ufcor en-
joy the fame Chrift-like joyin God : For (faid the
proprietyor felfnes in the flefh (that thicf)to the luft
ordefire) fhehad (juftly by her labour) received it
from God : And becaufe the Infts of the ficth heard
this from the propricty (the thicf) therefore the fame
luftwaxed very gold, and did admit thatit wasall
comprized under the Chrift-like joy, what ever it
could think upon for its ;;:thiy {ultor defire: :Ed

. this
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this was all for a grest Honot 4nd effecin in the eatth:
Iy Being. )

Chap 11 -

Ow when my foul beheld this,fhe their(for two
N reafons)fell into great heavines: Pirft,becaute
fhe faw tharthe Chrilt-like joy was fo thamefully
made a Whore, Secondly, becanfe fhe {aw tha¢ the
foul, which fubmitted her {¢lf vo the propiety; wes
fo hamefuily deceived, by giving: creditto ehé pro-
priety ofthe fleth, thatthe had received the €hrift-
like joy from God,and that no deadly forrow fhould
enfue thereon: the which was wholy- oppofite and
contrafy to the Chiit-like joy.

2. Andatchis fightthe (adntlsof nty feul was
exceeding great, concerning the thameand contempt
of Chrift, which muft ever fubmitic felf ( inthe pa-
tience of Chrift)under death, when he would make
himfelt known in the humane being:

3. Now when Fwasin this fadncls, the paticiice
of Chrift fpake to my foul and(aid, Alas! If thou
wilt (from the begining of the World) obferve the
contempt of Chrift, therein thou fhale find thatit is
nonew thing, that Chirift is defpifed, condemned
and put todeath,

4. Mutt he not fuffer the blamele(s death from the
beginning of the world, inhis innocent A4e?

5.Muft he not likewift (uffer the fame death in all
hisProphers 2 6, Muft
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6. Muft he notin his et humane birth be born

among * Beafts , becaufe he had 0o place gmong
fmen,

* Thefe are ne creatarely Beafis s byt
they are Beafts of Beasts 5 under
which Chrift [bews bis contemncd
bumility.

7.Muft not Chiift receive his firengthand gro\vth

in contempt among his Enemics ? ¢ N

8. Mug~ henot fly dfrom one f}\)a’fc to another,

i lace of abode upon eartn 7.
haw:ngx\:lxg he not be led cg!;nive b;fore*Tyrant‘s, am{
(fm'his godly life’scaufe) fuffer the ﬂ_\:\g:.fu Cls‘flec"
deaths bccau%,: they could not endure hxsf i\éme_ ‘:’f,
and muft therenot for that purpofe be afew:du:
brought againft the innocent trie Chrifto ?Q e

T, And alithis came to pafs for this reaf on, be
caufehe reproved them for their wicked uins. g r;
f he had not done chis, they would have let hi

g0,

Bba2 Ghap. T1L
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Chap, III.

7§ " Ake notice of this O theu affli
! icted foul ! Thi
u;!;;hmﬂg:é;i;f‘:lyhbc fulﬁllcdd and accomplizll:‘;
! him, e was is Chri
. rhcsdn;mc Prophets have prosgcﬁ?d%;! ;:{:: e
- ;n[. 2. Oholy patience ! I render hcaréy thanks
nte A 11;;, gg:tthy _cxhorr?l;ion and inftru@ionto my
: patience, fhall this alwa; i
Patience, 3. g ol ot
nuetill the c?\d o%:;::: f&r:r)lv;ful foul, ! ml{ﬁ cout

Sou .
dm:: . 4 Hovt' long thall the World laft or cn-
Paticnce. 5. Till ime jtis
P P.ac‘cnccso / C}h ti(t!!:; time itis overcome by me
.. Soul, 6. 1
means ?
Patience. 7. Noveril
suud. 3. How long do i
fox: it'ovcrcnm:; -h?:n\%vx;g?e prtience work be-
atierce. 9. That time a forrowfull Sq
x;]c:(urc inher felf: namely, the World caO:xllorlng
e rnc:‘;ns l;or perifh inher, folong as the hath her
e o< :‘;‘g’;\;&r:u(hcd gorll'xd: and aslong asthe
. : >
rolong, muft Chrift ¥u§cr.y the Paienceof Chn(t?
Seul. 30. Muft the Patience be fo great 7

Patience,

s it notto be overcome by any other
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Patience. 13, Yea, fogreatand frong it multbe,
thatitcan driveall (clfnefs or propriety outof the
Soul :and when the felfnefs is driven out of the Soul,
then muft the world be dettroyed, and then ceafeth
the Patienge of Chrift. Confider it well. I there were
1o world of propricty in the heart of men, then
Chyrift had neither fuffered not died: Andasfoonas
<he Patience of Chrift hath overcome the World in
the Soul, then itafcends (by the power of her Father)
with the: Soul ( whichthe hath delivered from the
woildly propricty) to Heaven, mto the heavenly
Being, whereno felfnefs or propricty is,
‘Sowl. 12. When fhe isin Heaven hath thethenno
more forrow ¢
‘Patience, 13. Noverlys fhe hathno forrow in
Heaven, for her propricties caufe: but when fhe
looks upon the Wotld of felfnefs,: then the feels(out
ofthe loveof rightecu[‘nefs ) afree forrow,which (he
2akes not from the propriety of the World: butfhe is
forrowful,becaufe fhe fees the proprict in the carth-
1y nature, @ill tormenting the life of God, whichis
unjuft before God; becaufe the life of God is not
guilty of death. :
14. But when the Chrift-tike Patience hath
seleafed the Soul 5 then the Soul gives over the
forrow tothe Patience of Chrift, that it may ald
inits time (et at liberty the lifeof God: for there
is ito man can overcome the forrow, but only the
frec or pnconftrained Chrift-like Patience,

¢ Chap, IV.
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Chap. 1V.

“Onfideritwell, “Thepropticty inkhe fiefh-be.

gets torment and forrow inthe foul : and the

gcnlrle or meek Paticnce of Chrift begets joy inthe
foul, §

2, Yet notwithfanding:the proprioty-thitiks to
beget joy alfo: bhethat joy pre tently turas go ifor«
10w, like as2 man may read in the holy Writ or
Scripture, accordingtothe Letter that fedls ivnot
inthe Chriftly induftrious heart,

3. And furcher; the carthly (elfne(s ar propriet,
will not only bring forth joy, ‘but it will bring fors
righteoufnefSalfo: as it appeared in the young man
that came to Chrift, that would be juftifiedin his
propricty or {clfneis, when the Lord gave him an
Anlwerto his Queftion, that if he would be faved,
hie fhould keep the Commandments of God: Tg
which he (aid out of his propriety ot felfne(s, he had
keptthemall, for which the Lotd accufed him not,
becaufe he had not done 1t 5 but the lord blamed him
becaufe he had done it outof his propricty orfelf-
cadsand the reproof which the Lord gave him, it was,
Ifthou by keeping of the comandmengs of God,wilt
be perfest in godlinels,then fedf al thou haft, and give
#t tothe poor, - Withthis the frée Deity came clofe to
the felf-iatereft; and whea the propriety perceived

it
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i iterew forrowful, and the {orrow which was
‘t:,:;l\‘lcgr;\xt oth from the felf-ntereft or propriety
wentaway prefently from the free Deity, thinking
thereby tocicapethe repeetienfion of the frec Deity :
butno: the frec Deity can find itout with his free
juftice, to condemnit initsown ¢arthly. fgd,ncfs.
“4. For all_forrow for the proprietie's caufe,
ﬁsnés under condgmnation: butthe forrow which
(wichout propriety) ishegotten forthe divine vie-
tue's caufe, that ftands under the falvation of Chuift,
like as holy Pasl faith, that there is a twofold forrow
inmans the oneisgodly, andthe otheris worldly s
and the godly workeeh (alvation,, and the earthly
worketh condemnasionsthe which isa comfort romy
foul, becaufe e hath received ber fadne(sin com-
ya{ﬁ,oa towards the Daity, asthe Chrift of God rg;
Ceived his forrow, becaufe b faw Ferufalems ( ¢
houfe of God) lye wafte, for this caufe alfo the f:;
smer Prophets have (o often timesbeea grieved w
they faw that the houfe of God(the heart of man)‘wads
trodden down dnd deftroyed by the heathers :Hm
have oftentimes in their fadnels, cbetaken m‘n;
felves into the Lords mourning houfe, forto cfry ;n
pray to the great God of Ifract in cheir fadnes, b\:t
fot for their ownfhip or propriety: Ono! Bue e
caufe they faw the contemptaf Ged. R
- L0
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«Chap. V.

Etevery one thatout of grace hath re v
lighter fight of the hcaeenly Deity ,C el:;vre gi:fyl'
g}gmahl:c_ a dl}lm?xon lé:zwccn the forrow which the
ty brings forth, and th i
y pr{;r{i} 35 :cgcts’. nd the forrow which che earch-
. 2, lfay, hethat can diftinguith thef
in his foul (each oncin its na?urc :mdc l::i:;)ﬁl):r: :::;
keep himfelf from the carthly forrow as much as he
can : for by the earchly forrow for his propric-

ty, hemay perceive in his foul that he is ftil] (in his

ix(f;) captivated and bound under the carthly propri-
. 3. Yea, thereis nothing whereby a
bl : fereby 2 manmay be
forrf)iv‘.” fooner known, then by his joy or by his
4. Ifitbe obferved that he hath his j
forrow for carthly things, then hcg;vcgsr?{:c{tié?c)’ :r:
::ggh::l':c‘l_ :“33' ) @ manife token thathe is
ubjeltion t ]
o hcavcnly.) n to the carthly nature then to
5. Butan illuminated foul cannot be mooved,nei-
ther with the carthly joy, nor with the ca?x?glcy ’Pocr!-
row 5 becaufe the well knoweth, thacthe carthly joy
and the earthly forrow are both without God, and
are comprehended under death, ’

61
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6. Ihave found it inmy felf (as well in my joy as

in my forrow) and have alfo feen it in othier men be-
fides my (elf: therefore my foul may not entertain
the carthly forrow nor the earthly joy, forto trou-
ble her feif ‘therewith: but fhe entertainsthe godly
forrow,and the godly joyslike as Pau/ (aith, that We
Jhould be forvomful with the godly forromw,and rejoyec with
shem thas rejoyce in God: Burthe carthly forrow and
the earthly joy fhall be lefto the world(in her earth-
ly being) to keep alone for her own death, whom fhe
is a fervant to: for certainly a man is deceived in cve-
ry thing that he affaics or cndeavors with the world.
7. Therefore hathche Holy (pieit (which alwales
bath been hated by the carthly werld ) exborted,
taught and fore-warned the Toving foul, that the
fhould not intermix or trouble her fclf with the
earthly conceited or obftinate world, whither it be
in her forrow or in her joy 5 as holy Pau alfo fpeaks,
Go owt from the widst of her,andtouch nounclean thing.
8. Verily if the foul may not touch that which is
uncleane, then it muft gowith all her lufts and de-
fires out of the world, thatis, out of all felfnefs of
the flefh: forall what everis in the world, she fame

is deceitful and unclean,

9. Therefore may the Apoftle well (ay, He that will

be in amity with she world foe muft be in enmity withGod.
x0. Allo Fobn faith, Love not vhe world nor the
things that aretherein > If any man love she world, then
shelove of the Father is wos in him s And all thas s in the
world(namely, she Iu[h of the flofb, the Infes of the eyess

" and the pride of life) & nzt: of the Father : and, tl/:{
c

| worl
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world muit perifb with the lufts sheresf.

11, Confider st well, The carchly luft is the wick-
ed world : "he thatis now lead or ruled by the earth-
iy hllgs, he muft have his reward with the wicked
world. :

12, Thercefore Paul exhorts hisChurch or Con-
gregation thatthey fhould walk in the obedience of
Chrift, that they might be delivered fram the wick-
ed world, the ungodly nature or being.

Chap. VL.

o \H beloved foul ! Confider well upon this, how

the heavenly fpirit hath alwaies forewarned
his obedicnt fouls from the world(which is the carth-
ly narure or being,)

2. For all the Devils of Hell carry on their work
‘in the earthly worldly being : for they have no other
place to2& their mifchiefs. .

3, Andas foonas the foul yeilds or applies it felf
tothe worldly being, thenis fhe under the power of
all the Devils that are in Hell.

- 4 And under this power which the Devils have in
the carchly being, cach ads his part with the foul ,
‘whire the covetous Devil of felf intereft aéks the firft
part, and after him the proud Devil, after him the
preflumptucus wicked Devil, after him'the imperious
dominecring Devil, which would have it all under
hispower 5 nexthim js the gluttonous or drunken
Devil; after him the unchaft Devils -nexc him the
eavious
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ious Devil; after him the diffembling Devils
;‘:‘;‘uhc thicvli(h Devil 5 after him the lying Deyxl;
afterward che carelefs Devil; after him the blinde
Devil, which makesshe foul fo blind, that fhe can

sither feenor be fenfibleof her wickednefss after
?ﬁ:?ﬁi damnable Devil g and after him the torment-
ing Devil, by whom the foul muft cternally betor-
meated. i
. O thou beloved foul | bewate of the lufts in
tbeswc?rldly being, over which thefe Devils ufe their
power, leaft chou be damned with the world: for he
chat fervesthe world,heis rewarded ynth_ the worlds
and he that ferves fGO? ggg holy beiag, is rewarded
i ed life of N o
WK;. ‘2}2}“‘ ‘Whither muft the foul pafsif fhe fhall
o out of the World # 1;‘;:1 ﬂnclcdannot pafs with the
the clementifh worlds .
bm}/? ?;/?:. >Tis true : but fhe fhall pafs with the de&
fire or lukof herlife from all corruptible ;t:}?tc
things and (according tothe inwardnefs of l;1 e.) avs
noother defirebutia the heavenly God-head: an
fhall for prefesvation of the body, requireno mo::i
ofthe outward corporeal natural things,thes m;urh
food and raiment, as much as the creature f dr t ;
prefent time ‘hath occafion for, andno morcd : an
ith this bid adieu to the carthly wicked world.

wi . . . . ke
8 Ttic foul performing this,fhe “:li:"(;:xe mé ofh?is:

f the devils power: an h
:f‘;,k};gc(x’\“&:: remains under the power of the devil,

Ccz | Chap.VilL
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204 An Exhortation.

Chap. VIL

TOW to cffet this paflage’ from the earthl,
N world, wemuft takethe Saints of Godrforg

patiern, as dbrabam, Lot, Fofeph, Daniel, Chrift,

and all his followers.

. Forwhateveris begotten, or fhall be begotten
(according to the humanity) vpon earth, that muft
pafs ( withthe defire of itslife) outof the carthly
woﬂdk if dir \gxll come to the falvation of God.

3. Andaboveall, this paffage or outgoing
be donein an obedient dcgrc rg God: tfgor \‘v’i:?:nﬁ
the dcfti;c of thhc hca{‘r it cannot be effe@ed, .

4, Now where the {oul(in her earthly beingjhath
refigned tothe world, there this depn);:urc ?znnoz
come to pafs(albeit the body went from one land to
another) becaufe the foulis held by her lufts and de-
fires in her worldly being.

5. Ifay he.thatis bound with iron chains, cannot
go where he would, unles he had the Angel of
Peter to friend, for to break the chains and to open
the prifon: or clfe that the Lord would fend his
Difciples intothe Caftle that lieth over againft the
Soul, Aam;lc! loofe the Afs,

6. Andall this cannot be done, unlefs the difi-
plinc under the obedience of Chrift gobefore, 9

.7 Butit is nora difcipline out of the knowledg of
the earthly skill: O no! fuch difcipline bringsvth:
foul ineo the bottom of Hell, whence ihe cannot
’ come
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orth : but it muft be the Chrift-like difcipline,
fmige wholciaward defiie, tothe obedience under
that heavenly Chuft- like being, and that cffe&ual‘l’y
in fuch fort, as the worldlylufts be wholy thereby
driven out of the inward hearcs and where this is
done, from thence allthe forenamed devils muft

and not to the obe-.
e, mylfou\v

being of God orts all good- willing,
(cfvmw‘:g\d::(fcmgfouk ( for whichmy fout takes vi-
gilantcarc) that they would refigncor fubmit their
defire to Gods defire(and with the defirc of my foul)
underthe obedicat difcipline of the Chrift-lke being.
1 do ot mean under any clementifh creacures, but
under she heavealy being of Chiift, and thereby de-
monftrate in the uniform life of Chnf}, that we have
One God, to whom we,in the renewing of the god-
ly life, fhew obedience and run not with the earthly
lufts, among one another, like wild beafts which are
broken out of their holes or dens, thatwill have no
Lord nor Mafter which may rule them - but cva:y
one will run whither hisown confufed fenfes and de-
fires chafe and drive them.

Chap. VIIL

dear bearts ! 1leave ittoyour felvesto
}z::n)}xd:r and judge,whither this be the way to-
come to the upiform God. 2.1
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106 An Exhartation.
2. T 'makea Qacfion whithera man'gan under-
ftand or-find this out of the divine dogrine

(omitting its inward fpirisual teaching)that men(each
ﬂccordin%‘ to his eurthly fenfe and defire) may make
ufe of fuch 2 falfe freedom in the carthly being,

3. I tell you for truth, that when the uniformi
teaching of the godly Chriftlike being is adminiftred
according tothe Letter, and to the Spirit, by me#ns
of which his carthly reafon is convinced, and yet
notwith(tanding doth follow his own earthly luft
(yea, oft-times mor¢ then if he had not heard thedi-
vine teaching) I fay there hangs over the head of that
fame perfon, amoft terrible punifhment: which pu-
nithment muft needs be far greater then upon all
others, which have not heard of the divine uniform.
teaching. : }

4 And becaufe my (oul hath beheld the fufferings
of the Deity, and the punithment upon the licenti-
ous fouls, therefore is the forrow come upon her our
oflove,like as it was alfo ufed in former days among
all the Saints of God, where the Lord faith, 7 beve
avarifhed up children but they bhave forfaken me,

5. Oh! How ofrhath the Lord punifhed the ar-
rogancy of the flefh, with his humble fpiris (as he al-
fo fill doth)and hath exhorted thém again to obedi-
cace of his holy being,

Chap. IX.

Ow for to fhew obedience 1o the uniform Dei-
ty(in her inftruction andin her being )by which
the
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thetersible punithment upon the divided arrogancy,
the fadnefs ugon my foul might be leflened, &(by. re-
pentance anddifiendmentymight intime ceafe :there:
fore the famé umiform fpixit of Chrift, doth, out of
mercy, fill exhort us to repentance and forrow, for
her difobedient divided licencious heartsand fouls ,
which we have given over to the earthly being, for
tolive after the earthly lufts : and that we thould (in
humility ) refigne our felves tothe uniform life of
Chrift, and be delivered through. that humble uni-
form Chrift-like Jifc,from the divided ftubbarn and
frout carthly nature, left we perifh with the wicked
aature in the everjafting damnation of Hell,

2. Like asthe Lord by the Prophetal{o exhorted
the difobedient Hraclites and faid, #afb ye, clean ye,
pus amay the ewil being from your eyes, ceafe {rom svil,
learn todo good, think uponibas whichis juft, relicve
she oppreffed, do right so the fasherlef (whichis the op-
preffed divine nature) and comethen faithhe, Jerus:
talk of that which isrighe, -

3. Theholy Perer alfo faith, Texhort ye beloved
bréthren, abftain from fefbly lufts which fight
againft the foul , and lcad a'good converfarion

among the Gentiles, thatthey may fee your goad
works: foritis fufficient,faith he, zﬁmha: youhave
applied your former timc to the life of the Gentiles :
wherefore humble your felves undec the mighty
hand of God, that he -may exalt you achistime: .
caft all your carc uponthe Lord, for he fhall rake
care foryou: be (oge: and watch; for the adverfa-
5y the Devil, goethiround about us, for to carchus
i
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208 oA n Exhortation
in his fnares: whom refift ina fedfaft faith,

4. Befides, St. Paul allo {aith, Put on the pew
Man, which is created after God,

5. This new man will overcome che Devil and all
his adherents: and make the forcowful foul joyful
in the heavenly Being, foran everlafling remnant,
ia the uniform life of the divine nature.

&. Herewith T falute and exhore all fouls to the
unitormity of God: and pray to God, that he,
through his uniform life, would drive away all divi-
ded lufts in the feth, from alf well affe@ed fouls, The
gracious God affift us hereunto, Amen Takeit to heart.

This isall teftified through wietthe uniform life of

od,

O Ferufalem, Ferafalem: Thow that billess the Pro-
phets, and floneft them shat are [/em sntothee: How oft
would 1 have gathered thy children, as ahen gathereth
ber chickens under ber wings : bus thow wnuﬁ:ﬂ not 2
Mar. 23. 37, .

Be patiens, and wait for the coming of the Lord : even
5 the husband man thas cafts bus feed intothe earsh, and .
waits with patience for his encreafe. Jam. s,

Aty eyes [ball flow withsears, becaufe the flock of the
Lordis carried amay captive. Jer, 1 3. 17,

\ FINIS.
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Age 14. line 18.. read mor by bis own felf-will, pag. 24.
P 1. 14. v according to the Lester. Pea9s L 9. x, fpeak,
and trear of faith: p. 69. 1: 14: for thy s the s ‘from pag.
i15. topag. 129, the Titlesare mif-placed, and for Pro-
verbs of Old-Age tothe Tomh, 1. A Spiritual Dialagne. p.
126. 1. 10, forourt. her. pag. 137. L22. 1, the volup-
’,‘W,ﬁ'AP. 172 L 12. forcarry 1. tarry. p. 185. L 10.
for exalied 1. exhorted. p. 205, I g, for prodential obedi-
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